i Lo appBared very deter-
mined to fight back, could be hiding in
the nearby bushes~he told Parly Monr-

e ~r

nun ol planned to attack it after re
inforcing their group with pangas. They
underestimated the strength of this
wild heast. The leopard attacked and

od to the bush after overpowernng ama
injuring two people,”he said.

Mr Butagasa added: “While we believe
that the herdsmen may have made a

| N

New issie,as st.....

rienced in 2019 when leopmc
edly killed several goats in the area.
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Agriculture 1nini.sW probes
Sembabule ranch land deal

Minister orders probe
into alleged illegal titling
of Ranch 25, a govern-
ment ranch in Sem-
babule District, by the
Masaka Land Office.

BY DAN WANDERA

he Ministry of Agriculture, An-

imal Industry and Fisheries

(Maaif) has raised a red flag over

suspected fraudulent land trans-
actions on government land hosting a
goat breeding programme in Sembab-
ule District.

In a March 24 letter; Agriculture Minis-
ter Frank Tumwebaze asked his Lands
counterpart, Ms Judith Nabakooba, to
conduct an investigation into the al-
leged illegal titling of Ranch 25, a gov-
ernment ranch in Sembabule, by the
Masaka Land Office without consent
from the Ministry of Agriculture.

“Maaif provided approximately
5-square miles of land to facilitate the
goat breeding project on land that
formed part of Ranch 25 located at
Kakinga Village,”he said in the letter.

Mr Tumwebaze indicated that a por-
tion of the land under question was al-
located in 2013 to Mr Paul Sembeguya
under amemorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) through Sembeguya Estates
(U) Limited for improved goat breed-
ing to enhance local multiplication
and export. Maaif reportedly provided

5 square miles of land to facilitate the :
goat-breedirgg project in Kakinga, Sem- :

babule District.

He added that Maaif has been reciev- :
. gating alleged deviations from the orig-
garding the usage of thisland.As are-
. is reportedly rented out to other set-
. tlers, and the alleged involvement of
the Masaka Land Office in having the
: land owned by individuals as private
that has been set up to probe the mat- :
: tion and consent from the Ministry of
. Agriculture that originally allocated
: theland.
Frank Tumwebaze, has set up a tech- :

ing several complaints and petitions re-

sult,he asked Mr Sembeguya of Sembe-
guya Estates Ltd, who was allocated the
land based on the project objectives, to
cooperate with a technical committee

ter.
The Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Industry, and Fisheries Minister, Mr

nical committee headed by the under-

R I

Goats ready for distribution at one of the farms in Ntusi Sub-county, Sembabule District in 2021. The government
allocated land from Ranch 25 to individuals including Mr Paul Sembuya for goat breeding. PHOTO/ISA ALIGA

secretary to investigate claims about
the current land use on the land allo-
cated to Sembeguya Estates in accord-
ance with the project objectives, which
formed the basis of the government’s
decision to allocate the land on Ranch
25.
Mr Tumwebaze said the land re-
mained under government control fol-
lowing the restructuring of the former

. Masaka ranching scheme, with the ini-

tial MoU renewed in 2015 and 2020 and
expiring in 2025.

The Ministry of Agriculture is investi-

inal project objectives, where the land

land without government authorisa-

Mr Sembeguya, who is the occupant

. ofthe land under dispute, is at the cen-

DT

/o

Response. =

Certainly, we shall inves-
tigate and establish facts
on the ground. My office

received a letter from the

Maaif minister Frank Tumwe-
baze. The established guidelines
must take course andnotthe *
illegalities,” Ms Judith Naba-
kooba, the Lands, Housing and
Urban Development Minister

tre of the investigations. He is accused

of deviation from the original land use

| purpose, and the alleged illegal titling

oftheland.

In a telephone interview with this
publication last Friday, Mr Sembeg-
uya claimed that while the concerns :
raised py the minister of Agriculture :
areagainst hisname regarding the goat

"breeding project, the contents in the :

March 24 letter are misplaced and not

- backed by facts on the ground.

“It ig also surprising that the goat
breeding project, which benefited hun-
dreds of farmers, falls within the Minis-
try of. Agnculture,Ammal Industryand
F!sh&l'le,Wlt.h powers to summon me
directly for any clarification on the pro-

! ject,which was not done. Even this let-

ter that you are talking about,I got the
information second-hand, yet I hap-
pen to be the subject. We have so far
signed about three memoranda of un-

i derstanding with Maaif. This is a clear
. indication that I work with the Maaif;”
i hesaid.

Mr Sembeguya also clarified that

| in 2003, President Museveni was im-
: pressed by his agricultural projects and

+ tered a memorandum of 7,

. ject.The goat project has so

¢ cause of the new stakeholder

. land ownership, although )

i wanted him to get more land to expand
i his farm activities. 3

theillegalities,’she said.
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Mr Patrick Nkalubo, the G
bule District Chairpars,, "
Sembabule has two myj,, '
lands. These ara Ranah o "
Ranch 36. "ty
InaMarch 24 lattar 1 ar
nister Judith Nabakoot,, /.
culture minister Fran|, T.,',
baze noted that his min;., "
vided approximataly 5 . "'/ r,
miles ofland to facilitas., .;ﬂ"'
goat braading praject o,
that formed part of Ray,. ;ﬂ.' !
cated at Kakinga Villag, .
Mr Tumwabaza now ..
vestigationinto the afln., Lo
gal titling of Ranch 25, " -
other claims. ng

“The President wanted ,, ad
goats on the farm, but hec,
terest in benefiting commun;

15

ing with Maaif. Initially, 105
the area received the impre
breed in Sembabule"he saj(|
Mr Sembeguya added: “Th
ject was successful. This
signed about four MoUs
ernment under the goat br.

ed farmers from more than
including Wakiso,Nakasongp),
kaseke.” '

He also revealed that he o,
in Sembabule, which he purc
1998. He said the confusion 4,

for land in Sembabule trigzere
selfish desires of individuals,

This publication could no; .,
pendently verify the allegeq 3

guya said he was ready to proyig..
proofto the investigations teamn, -
The land disputes regarding 1
ernment’s former ranch land
spread inareas of Sembabule Dis..
Lands, Housing and Urban De,.,
ment Minister Judith Nabak
the weekend confirmed to this
tion that her office had received ;.
from the minister of Agriculty
mal Industry and Fisheries t
investigation into the alleged

ceived a letter from the Max
ter Frank Tumwebaze. The e
guidelines must take cours
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