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o . Kalyesubula, a dentist
y .
atJubilee Dental in Ntinda,

2, notes that what people
refer to as false tecth are actually
1ooth buds and advises parents
against removing them.

He explains that tooth buds
normally appear hefore the
cth grow, S0 when parents

Tooth buds normally appear be!

see something whitish on their
children’s gums at an early
stage, they imagine it is sickness
and have them removed.
Kalyesubula explains that
some children are born with
teeth and these are normally
referred to as natal teeth. These
are normal teeth and a parent
should not worry about them

and removing them is not
necessary.

Neo-natal teeth
Kalyesubulaya further explains
that some babies also develop
neo-natal teeth, which come 30
days after they are born. These
are the ones parents refer to as
‘false teeth’ and remove them,
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but that is wrong.

Kalyesubula adds that children
whose natal or neo-natal teeth
get removed (especially by crude
methods) do not grow them

again.

“That is why you find some
teenagers and adults with
missing teeth in the gaps where
their canines are meant to have

Icmedical advice to establish whether these
d Cyst but should never try to remove them

—
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grown. Canines normally fail
to develop in such children
because their parents mistook
their tooth buds for false tooth
and removed them.”

Developing teeth

Dr Charles Kasozi, a dentist at
Mulago Hospital, notes that
when teeth are erupting in a

child of whatever age, the gum
swells, causing discomfort to
the child. Other things such

as diarrhoea, fever and loss of
appetite the bound to happen in
the process.

“When this happens, it is
important that a parent consults
medical persormel, especially
a dental surgeon, to be sure of
what she is dealing with,” says

Kasozi.

“If it is the issue of teeth
erupting that is causing
discomfort to your child, the
dentist will handle the case and
in less than a week, the child will _
be okay,” he explains.

He adds that for what parents
refer to as false teeth, a dentist,
might carry out a diagnosis,
specially to find out if there
is a cyst (swelling) above the
area where an erupting tooth is
forming.

“When he realises that there is
a swelling, he will carry out an
anaesthesia and a small incision
(opening) is done and fluid
drained,” he notes.

After this, the child will
be given antibiotics such as
amoxicillin and a painkiller like
paracetamol. Within three days,

r_-_-—---------—__-----—-------‘
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the symptoms will subside.
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