
I8sue, The hospital last week 
suffered a one-hour gap without 
oxygen. 
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KAMPALA. At least three babies 
have died due to lack of oxygen at 

_ Kawempe Referral Hospital, which is 
currently handling Mulago National 
Referral Hospital's obstetrics and gy- 
necology department. 

~ Mulago has been shut down for 
renovation since 2015 with the over- 
‘haul expected to be completed this 

b urces who preferred anonym- 
ity in order to speak freely told Daily 
Monitor that since the moving of the 
department, they ‘have struggled to 
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hospital runs out of oxyge 

money,” the source added. 
The source said at some point, be- 

cause the situation was unbearable, 
the administrators asked the nurses 
toadvise patients’ attendants to con- 
tribute at least Shs1,000 so that they 
could pool some money to buy the 
oxygen at Shs140,000 per cylinder. 

But Mulago Hospital spokesper- 
son Enock Kusasira downplayed the 
Thursday disaster, saying the hospital 
suffered only a one-hour gap without 
oxygen before it was delivered from 

]ago’s plant to Kawempe. 
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“That may be true and we regret 
it. There was a gap of one hour with- 
out oxygen. But in the afternoon, it 
was taken. We take 14 cylinders ev- 
ery day to Kawempe and distribute 
it to areas where it is most needed. 
The special care unit alone, where we 
have premature children, receives 10 
cylinders,” Mr Kusasira said in an in- 
terview, 

He blamed the delay on the traffic 
Jjam that always paralyses the nearly 
four-kilometre journey from Mulago 
to Kawempe Hospital.


