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S‘ll‘i king outidle court
Cases offers new hope

:i:',.wbvmief ‘Tustice Flavian Zeija that courts will
chos iss cases not prosecuted within 23 days after the
it “'19 of pleadings is not enly timely, but very 1
ot ¢ Monster of case backog s tobbe tackled head-on-
own adles, Ugandas civil justice system has been We't
dec by delays, with cases dragging on for years,
4 ;s"ﬂ the frustration of litigants and the erosion of pub-

lie trust.
The latest figures in the Case File Census Report indicated
i with nearly
picture of a

t
3 s'“ there are more than 167,000 pending cases, ¥
‘Percent classified as backlog, painting a
Systern in urgent need of reform.
e enforcement of the Civi procedure (Amendment)
ouJs,2019,marksa decisive ohift from a passive litigant-driv-
‘m\s t amore proactive,courtmanaged yste. |
lacing the burden squarely on plaintiffs to move their

Cases within a strict 28-day timeline, the Judiciary 1s sendinga
tlear message thatjusticewill no Jonger be held hostage byin-
tolence or tactical delay.

This is a welcomeé departure from

The issue: the past, where cases could sit idle 0n

Idle cases cmutsheimﬁntwoygarstwalﬂngfof

" oneparwwactorbemsnmseﬂﬁueto
want of ; Hom.

Our view: such delays have not only clogged

the system but also denied szticirt‘o

Ifimplemented  countless Ugandans, conrary 10 °8
withdiscipline  spirit of speedy trials/ justice as mar
andintegrity, dated by the Constitution.
the 28-dayrule ~ HOWeVeR while the new rules aré
could mark the commendable, their success mJJ de-
beginni pend heavily on implementation. Ju-
eginningofthe % }
end ofjudicial dlanlnmcﬂ‘s:zmstapplyt‘ngmcmmsi
HLgici enﬂyandwithautfe‘ararfavuul
delayin Uganda. e temptation togrant unnecessary
' ' j ts or entertain flimsy ex
msesmustbeﬁnnlyresistei
] ﬁnportamjsthemhmcedmleofregistrars,mw
as“pre-trial commanders”. ’
Ifejfec&\vdygnmawaed,theicutﬂdbgoomethemgimmat
dﬁwesefﬂc_:imcyinthzmguemhnins cases, NArToWing
issues, and ensuring that only "rialready matters reach judg-
es. This structural shift has the potential Lo significantly re-

s
acareﬁllbalancebemeeneiﬁcieucyand

fairness.

There is also a broader esson for litigants and legal practi
ﬁmwrs,‘meeraofcmnplacmis over, Lawyers must advise
their clients accordingly and be prepared to act promply, in-
¢luding embracing mediation.

The culture of delay, which has long plagued the legal pro-
fession, must give way to one of diligence and accountability

1f implenmtedwithdjsﬂpljmandmtegﬂm the 28-day rule
could markthe beginni of theend ofjudicial delayin Ugan-
da. That would indeed be a victory not just for the courts, but
for every citizen who seeks Jjustice.
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We pledge: .
i ¢ Tobe accurate and fairin al we do.

© Ta be respeotful to allin our purstiit of the truth.

*To rqhsetoawqptwagnmns&tbn beyond that
provided by Monitor Publications Ltdl. for what we do in
our news gathering and decision-making.

Further, we ask that we be informed whenaver you feel

that we have fallen short in our attempt to keap these

commitments. :
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