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IGG orders probe into encroachment on Busega-Mpigi expressivay

BY DAVID WALUGEMBE

MPIGI. The Inspectorate of Gov-
ernment (IG) has ordered investiga-
tions and enforcement action over
renewed encroachment on land re-
served for the Busega—-Mpigi Ex-
pressway and the Standard Gauge
Railway, despite earlier compensa-
tion of affected persons.

Deputy Inspector General of Gov-
ernment Anne Twinomugisha Mu-
hairwe said the inspectorate was dis-
satisfied with the handling of the
matter and accused the Works min-
istry of failing to decisively address
theillegal developments.

“We were not satisfied with the ex-
planation given. If there is encroach-

ment, the ministry should have act-
ed,”Ms Muhairwetold journalistsaf-
ter an inspection tour of the project

corridor yesterday.

She warned that some individuals
tion had commenced.

were taking advantage of project de-

ries yet some had received compen-

sation.

“There are citizens building with-

in the SGR boundaries and acquir-

ing property in anticipation of com-
pensation. We have seen fresh build-
ings and we are going to name and

hold those responsible accountable,”
sheadded.

ment chief valuer to ensure trans-

parency in compensation, citing
complaints from project affected :

persons (PAPs) over inconsistent val-
uation of similar properties.

cluding China Civil Engineering

Construction Corporation and Chi-

naRailway 19th Bureau Group Com-
pany Ltd, amid concerns thatland :

disputes continue to slow progress.

' ministry contract manager Isaac
: sitiondisputes.
i Originally launched in 2020 at a :
 cost of Shs547.5 billion, the project |
cost has since risen to about Shs1.35 !
tnlhonfolbmngscopeexpansmnto :

Ssekubunga said enforcement ac-

“They [encroachers] were all com-

pensated; encroaching on the pro-

_;ectnsﬂlegaLOurmfomerm:uteam

- has started following up, and we
have issued notices before demoli- -

tion of the structures,” he said.

He added that the expressway will
be fenced upon completion to pre-
- vent future encroachment. '
- Under the National Physical Plan-
. ning Standards and Guidelines, !
The IGG also tasked the govern- | structures are prohibited within at -
. least three metres of major road in-
: frastructure to ensure safety and :
orderly development. However, :
: field observations revealed both
: semi-permanent and permanent
The Tuesday inspection was con- : buildings erected within restricted :
ducted jointly with officialsfromthe
Works ministry and contractors, in- :

: Projectdelaysandrising costs
The 27.3-kilometre expressway,
: which forms part of a key transport :
corridor linking Kampala to south- :
. western Uganda and regional bor- :
Respondingto the concerns, Works ;. ders, has faced delays largely attrib- :
: uted tofunding gaps and land acqui- :
; and improve regional connectivity.
: Theroad will operate as a toll facili-

zones.

includeinterchanges, toll infra-: .

ture, and bridges.

Mr Godfrey Bihemaiso, the ;.-
tant commissioner for roar -
struction and rebabihr;.&ar.«

- completion tlmelmps have been

pushed back. “If all ©
risks related to land : 1”",” Sition ape
resolved by December 2027, = -+ I
complete the project,” he said, 5.

ing that earlier targets h:
muissed due to funding const

i Headdedthatthe gover' ment hag
i secured additional financing from
: the African Developm»n‘ Bank,

: with final contractual addenda .

: pected to be concluded to allow 7]l

i scaleconstructiontoresume.

Officials say about 80 percent of the
4,270 PAPs have been compensated,
with Shs30.5bstill outstanding.

Once completed, the expressway
is expected to ease congestion along
the Kampala—Masaka highway

ty, with access controlled through
designated interchanges at Busega,
Kyengera, Maya, and Lungalaareas.
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