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Philip Matogo
Politics

Hyperbole aside, contrast
this organic joy with what
happened when President
Museveni won presidential
elections this year. The
celebrations following Mr
Museveni’s January 2026
election victory were, first
of all, official, meaning they
were predominantly highly
structured, State-backed
events organised by the
ruling National Resistance
Movement (NRM) rather than
spontaneous, organic public

While thousands of yellow-
clad NRM supporters

 participated enthusiastically,
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| the landscape of the

celebrations was shaped

by extensive top-down

coordination, a countrywide

Internet blackout, and heavy
: tepl
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mil.itan{)f budgegs with the
‘nascent’ democracy. By
ight conclude

extension, one might

that the NRM is the great
arsenal of democracy. But if
the celebrations surrounding
Mr Museveni’s umpteenth
term were sedate when
compared to Arsenal Football
Club’s recent celebrations,
it’s doubtful that the NRM
would use its paramilitarised
arsenal to defend a status quo
which indicates its relative

Instead, the NRM’s verbal
gunners, no pun intended,
prefer to pick off opponents
to their rule dressed to the
nines in Arsenal FC colours.
Consequently, genuine
celebrations are reserved for
the National Unity Platform
(NUP) supporters.

I am talking about those

_NUP supporters who are

released from detention
and frequently given heroic,
festive receptions by their
families, party leadership, and
community members. These
celebrations—often featuring
red Arsenal-esque party
colours, traditional drumming,
and public processions—
take place at the NUP
headquarters in Makerere
Kavule. Thereby proving that
supportt‘orNRMrulexsqnlyas
spiritedasopposiﬁontoxt.
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