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The President says
leadership founded on
intimidation betrays the
will of the people and
weakens institutions.

BY TOBRIAS JOLLY OWINY

resident Museveni has cautioned

political and religious leaders

against imposing themeelves on

the people, urging them instead
to win legitimacy through persuasion,
good service delivery and tangible re-
sults.

Speaking yesterday as chief guest at
the 49th St Janani Luwum Day com-
memoration in Kitgum District, the
President said leadership founded on
intimidation betrays the will of the
people and weakens institutions.

“Influence people by doing good

things which they see and appreciate.
All these leaders, even now the ones
who try to intimidate, are really like 1di
Amin, who imposed himself and end-
ed up assassinating many Ugandans,
including Janani Luwum,” Mr Musev-
eni said.
_Accompanied by First Lady and Min-
ister of Education and Sports, Janet Mu-
seveni, the President said both scrip-
mn:A:md political history favour per-
SUasion over coercion.

“Amin’s first mistake was to impose

himselfon us Whodid he think he was?
Leaders should not impose themselves
on the people. Both the Bible and po-
litical strategy guides show that per-
suading people is better than imposing
yourselfon them."he added.
_Mr Museveni also thanked voters
In northern Uganda for what he de-
scribed as an overwhelming “block
vote™for the ruling National Resistance
Movement (NRM) in the recent Gener-
al Election.

He nqleq that the region had for years
largely rejected the NRM at the ballot
pox. “Northern Uganda was not vot-
Ing for us. At one time, we were getting
12 percent.In 2011, it improved slight-
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Presidont Museveni and First Lady Janot Museveni interact with religious leaders during the commemoration of Archbishop Janani Luwumu Day in Muc,,
Kitgum District, yostorday. PHOTO/PPU

Museveni to leaders: Don
impose yourself on peopl

ly.But we continued working for north-
ern Uganda, whether they voted for us
or not,"hesaid.

The President cited investments in :
electricity expansion, schools, health :

centres, water projects and road infra-

structure as part of government efforts |
to transform the sub-region. He singled !
i was through persuasion, not imposi-
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and a correction will be published as
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needed correction at corrections@
ug.natisamedia.coms Or by writing
to the Editor, Plot 29-36, 8th Street

Industnial Area, Namuwongo, P.O. Box

12141, Kampala-Uganda, or by calling the
News Editor at 0312301100, Thank you.

WHO WAS

JANAN LUWUM

St Janani Luwumwas
the Archbishop of the
Church of Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundiand
Boga-Zaire. He was
killed on February 16,
1977, during the regime
of Idi Amin after openly
criticising human
rights abuses and state
violence.

st | 0 TR 5

=y lr o=y His death sparked
Facoebook: eww facebook cormyDailyMidr i H 2
). https/Accomidaitymonitor ::nte:"natlor{fxl d
Vastapram: htps Avwwanstagram comMailymonitorug/ ondemna IP" an
o Torter: DEPS Avwawyoutube cormyDailyMonitor cemented his legacy
rg:.,s 3 as amartyr for faith
TP fwww.sqoop Co.ug d justice.
httpsAvww.facebook com/Sqoop ::b.ll‘: :;;106?/&315'

declared a public
holiday in Ugandain his

. honour.
saziclit: (1312301250 <Expiyms tncuancs,
aneeriers0312301100/1 In Mucwint Sub-county
Doz 0312301212 commamoratofistf

o-mali; editonal@ug nationmedia.com

out the Acholibur-Kitgum-Musingo
road that runs through Mucwini as one
ofthe projects aimed at improving con-
nectivity and economic activity.

“After some time, the people in the

north started believing that Museveni :

and the NRM are good.I thank you for
the overwhelming votes this time. This

: tion,"hesaid. -

Mr Museveni pledged government

. support for the upgrade of the late
{Archbishop Janani Luwum’s burial site

into an international memorial and

i tourism centre. ¢

“Once the master plan is ready, we

i shall start in all ways possible. You
i know we have developed [martyrs
| shrines at] Namugongo,Munyonyo,and
| others. We cannot fail,” he assured the

. was killed in 1977 during the regime of
! 1di Amin.The annual event at hisburial
i site at Wii-gweng in Mucwini Sub-coun- :

congregation.
His remarks followed an appeal by the

State Minister for Ethics and Integrity,

Ms Rose Lilly Akello,who asked the gov-
ernment to release funds to operation-
alise Cabinet’s 2023 decision to develop
thesite.

St Janani Luwum Day is commemo-
rated annually in honour of the former
Archbishop of the Church of Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi and Boga-Zaire, who

ity draws religious, political and cultur-
. alleaders from across the country and
. beyond. S

i 2023 to upgrade the site into an inter-
i national pilgrimage and tourism des- | by
. tination.“The Janani Luwum family |
* i officially donated the land to the Dio-
i ceseof Kitgum,and the Church of Ugan-
! da subsequently established the St
. Janani Luwum Development Commit- :

Ms Akello said Cabinet resolved in

What he says.

Influence people by
i , , doing good things

which they see and

appreciate. All these lea-
ders, even now the ones who try to
intimidate, are really like Idi Amin,
who imposed himself and ended
up assassinating many Ugandans,
including Janani Luwum,”

President Musevenl

tee, chaired by Can Justice James Ogoo-
1a and the Provincial secretary for the
Church of Uganda,among other mem-
bers,”Ms Akello said.
She added that a draft master p]an
has been prepared and is under review
| by a technical team comprising engl-
neers and architects from the minis-
tries of Tourism, Finance and Works
and Transport.“A draft master—p!an
was drawn up and is currently being
reviewed by a technical team of en-
gineers, and architects, among oth-
ers from the ministries of Tourism, Fi-
nance and Transport,”she said.

Site development

The proposed development indude;.
a church, a tomb, a museumn, a multi-
purpose hall, a primary school, a sec-
ondary school and a medical facili-
| ty.“We are optimistic that in the next
! commemoration in 2027, the develop-
ment of the master plan would have
* commenced once the funds are availed
the government,”she added.
Meanwhile, Kitgum District chairper-
on Christopher Obol Arwai asked for
the President’s direct intervention to

address renewed cattle rustling in East
Acholi.

“A lot of atrocities have be
leashed by the Karimojong ca
tlers in Kitgum. The warrio
scaled up raids in the easten
the district and created instat
poverty. The sub-counties mc
ed are Orom, Orom East, N2
Kiteng, Namukora Town Coy
Omiya-nyima following thre
relative calm,”Mr Obol said.

Challenges

He added that the raiders cc
rustle livestock, kill residents
property, worsening vulner
the affected communities. In
Mr Museveni expressed sur
cattle rustling persisted des;
ous interventions, includin
struction of security roads i
curbraids.

“I'm surprised to hear th
still cattle rustling in East A
going to take an interest,a
member when we met in B;
years back, we got solutions
is no way that problem can
hesaid.

Under Executive Order N
the President directed the ¢
of key security roads arou
ja,including routes linking
to Abim and Orom in Kitgu
roads skirting Mount Mor
necting parts of Agago, !
Abim districts.

However, construction o
metre security road bet
and Kitgum stalled in mi.

. months after groundbrez

ment had committed St
to the project, with Shss
leased and Shs300 millic
asubsequent quarter.
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