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AMe curriculum.
o dU.Cation advocates
Ay inclusive education
Should not mean sep-
Arating learners with
Isabilities through
SPecial examinations or
ifferent education sys-
tems, but instead, argue
that teaching methods
should be adjusted to
ensure that all learners
Understand the same
Curriculum.
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BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE

hen the inclusive education
approach was introduced in
Uganda.it brought hope for the
future of children with special
Needs, that they would learmn alongside
' peers in ordinary schools,
is policy aims at breaking barriers
And ensuring that disability does not de-
termine whethera child can have access
toeducation.

{owever, years later,education experts
andstakeholders say the reality inmany
Schools tells a different story as many
Carners with disabilities continue to
Strugele in schools that have no capaci-
Y o suppont their needs. :

According to stakeholders in the edu-
Cation sector,the challenge largely liesin
thelimited teacher training.inadequate
learning materials and tools, as well as
:;'mk implementation of inclusive prac-

ces,

Ms Barbra Mudondo, the deputy Head
teacher at Iganga High School, noted
that although the school tries to cater to
thelearners with special needs, especial-
Iy the visually impaired, learning mate-
Nals/tools remain insufficient.

Mudondo explained that learners
" toshare braille and some recording
Machines to catch up with their peers.

“We have some learningtools,but they

are not enough; learners keep sharing.
) \\'e_ha\'c one machine that can tran-
scribe braille to normal script so that
other teachers can be able to mark”Ms
Mudondo said.
. Sheexplained that in some school sub-
Jects, such as Mathematics and Physics,
Visually-impaired learners are separat-
ed while they are being taught by teach-
€rs who specialise in spedial needs edu-
cation.

Mr Filbert Baguma. the Secretary Gen-
eral for Uganda National Teachers Un-
lon, said that while the government
adopted the inclusive education policy,
many schools and teachers still lack the
€apacity and resources to effectively sup-
portlearners with disabilities.

He explained that although inclusive
educa_u'on was intended to ensure that
all children, regardless of their physical
or intellectual disabilities, learn togeth-
er with their peers in ordinary schools,
the reality in many schools is far from
this goal.

Mr Baguma highlighted the need to
strengthen teachers’ capacity to han-
dle learners with special needs, noting
that it is critical for inclusive education
to succeed.

“There is a need to empower or build
the capacity of teachers to identify these
learners and support them so that they
are given due attention during thelearn-
Ing process,”Mr Bagurna said.

He added that the absence of learn-
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ICs time we make
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Mr Filbert Baguma, the
Secretary General for Uganda
National Teachers' Union,
said the implementation of
inclusive education remains
achallenge and called for
strongcollaboration between
the Ministry of Education and
Sportson the one hand and
teacher traininginstitutions.

He explained that teacher
training institutions should
include Special Needs
Education so that every teacher
acquires basic knowledge and
canidentify learners who need
‘special attention.

“You might find a tall child who

you find a teacher saying, no.
The arrangement should be tall
ones sit at the back and short
onesinfront,” he said.
“Youmightalsofinda child who
does not see properly froma
distance. Soifthe teacher does
not have the best information
on disabilities, this child will be
forced to sit at the back and will
not see anything,” Mr Baguma
added.

He said teachers should get
basic information so that before
they go to general schools, the
learners are treated and paid
attention.

Beyond teaching, Mr Baguma
urged the government toinvest
inlearning materials such as
braille equipment, hearing
devices, and sign language
interpreters to assist the
learners with disabilities to
catch up with lessons just like
their peers.

ing materials like braille textbooks, hear-

. ingaids and other specialised teaching

equipment cripples the education of
learners with disabilities as they strug-
gle to follow lessons alongside their

peers.

The situation is not different at
Kansanga Seed School, as the school
headteacher, Mr Walusimbi Kato, said
the school lacks assistive learning tools

. forlearners with special needs.

However, he insisted that this school

gives special attention to such learners,
: noting that those with sight problems
: and those who can’t hear properly, the
i teachers ensure they take front seats.

munities,rather than being forced into a

- few specialised institutions.
: She notes that the number of special
: schools in the country is limited,and '

many families cannot afford boarding

. feesinsuchinstitutions.
“These children are expected togoto
the nearest schools within their com- :

munities: The government cannot af-
ford to build special schools everywhere,

sothemost practical solution is tomake

ondinary schools inclusive”she said.
However, Kyozira said many teach-

. ersarenot adequately prepared during
- their training to deal with such learners,

leaving them unsure how to adjust les-
sons to accommodate different abilities.

“For many learners with disabilities,
- this lack of preparation [by teachers]

means they attend school but struggle

. tofollow lessons effectively”she said.

“In disability advocacy,we say there is

 noone- size-fits-all approach. But creat-
. ingseparate exams for learners with dis-
abilities can also lead to exclusion,”she

explained.

She argued that life outside school °

- teachersfind
. MsEsther Kyozira, the Executive Direc- t
: tor of the National Union of Disabled :
: Persons of Uganda,says inclusive educa-

. tion should allow children with disabili- :
wantstositinthefront,and —— oo 0 studyinschoolswithin their com-
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Clarion call. Theorstical.
“Ifyou are “Whenit comes
trainedasa tosciences,

: teacher,you they [visual-

- shouldalsobe lyimpaired

i equipped with  learners] do

¢ skillstohandle  study a subject

i learnerswith  called the ge-

special needs.
Otherwise

neral science,
general science
in physics,
chemistry, and
biology, which
does not call for
practical. Itis
taught to them
—inatheore--

overwhelmed
when such
learners come
totheirclass-
rooms,” Ms

. EstherKyozira, tical form,

the Executive
Director of the
National Union

Mr George
Tumusiime, the
head teacher
of Hornby High
Persons of Schoolin Ka-
Uganda bale District

does not separate people based on dis-
ability.

“The realities we face in society are the
same. Hunger does not feel different be-
cause someone is blind or deaf Medical
bills are the same for everyone,’she said.

For this reason, she believes the edu-
cation system should focus on adapting
teaching approaches rather than lower-
ing expectations.

Sgome learners may need braille mate-
rials,others may need sign language in-
terpretation,whilethose withintellectu-
al disabilities may require practical life-
skills training rather than conventional
academicinstruction.

Ms Sarah Bugoosi, the Commissioner
Special Needs Education at the Minis-
try of Education and Sports, noted that

Uganda is making progress in the im-
plementation of incluafve education.al-
though challenprs persist.

“Much as there is progreas, | can't sy

weare at 50 percent, it is still at a very
minimal el it means we still need to
doalotinterma of allocation of funds,”
Ma Bienosi said,
She explained that the government is
aware of the challenges affecting incl-
stve education, ineluding limited skilled
teachers inaderquate learming tools/ ma-
terials among others.

Hoveever.she emphasized that the gerv-
ernment is doing its best tn carry out
teacher capacity training, provide leam-
ing tools, subvention grants ty some
learners and specialinstrictional mate
dalsto upport the learmers, among oth-
ors,

“As grvernment, we have always tned
1o address all those concerns. But what
we are giving still does not mateh the
need Vs very small compared to what is
reqquired in the schools,"che saiel,

Henwever, Ms Bugnosi emphasised that
the government is committed to im-
priving inclusive education by recruit-
ing more teachers, especially in the next
Anancial year.

“When you analyse the results, for all
levels, learners with special needs have
been improving year by year because
there have been quite several interven-
tions that include supporting teach-
ers with capacity building in the areas
of braille and sign language” Ms Bugoo-
si saidl.

Ms Bugoosi insists that all government
schools should be able to admit all cate-
gories of learners regardless of abilities.

Mr Muhammad Bbosa, a teacher at
Wasiko Secondary Schoof for the Deaf,
said teaching leargers with hearing im-
pairment requires instructors, who un-
derstand sign language grammar, which
differs from spoken and written English.

He explains that while teachers often
write notes on the board for learners to
copy, effective understanding depends
onsign language interpretation.

“When we are teaching the syllabus,
we write on the board and use English
as the Janguage of instruction. Books are
also written in English. However, the dif-
ference comes in interpretation through
signing,even though what learners copy
from the board remains in English,”Mr
Bbosasaid. i

Citing their approach at the school, Mr
Bbosa noted that they employ teachers,
who are well-versed in sign language.

Howeverhe noted that in schools with-
out signs language interpreters,learners
with hearing impairment may struggle
to keep up with their peers in the same
classroom, as they rely on sign language
for effective understanding.

“There must be a teacher who under-
stands sign language to explain concepts
inaway these learners can graspand fok
low what is being taught,"Mr Bbosa said.

Mr George Tumusiime, the head
teacher of Hornby High School in Ka-
bale District,said the school accommo-
dates learners with visual impairment,
emphasising that inclusive education
can only be achieved when scheols are
equipped with thelearning tools.

Mr Tumusiime explained that the vis-
ually-impaired learners study alongside
their peers in some subjects. However,in
science subjects, they follow a different
curriculum; instead of taking subjects
such as Chemistry, Physics,and Biology
separately, they are taught a combined
general science.

He added that during the national ex-
aminations, visually-impaired candi-
dates sit for the General Science papers
that differ from those taken by other stu-
dents. “These learners are given an addi-
tional 45 minutes and support during
examinations;"Mr Tumusiime said.
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