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BY DANWANDERA

NAKASONGOLA. Two years after
the government issued a sixmonth
notice in June 2024 for households
to vacate the newly demarcated Lake
Kyoga buffer zone in Nakasongola
District, more than 7,000 households
have yet torelocate.

Although the deadline expired,
many residents across various landing
sites remain within the buffer zone. At
Zengebe landing site in Lwampanga
Town Council, some families contin-
ue to occupy permanent structures,
arguing that the demarcation process
lacked transparency and fairness.

Several affected households say they

7,000 Nakasongola famihes yet

to vacate Kyoga bufter zone

hold legal documents, including land
titles issued by the Government of
Uganda, proving ownership of land
they developed. They contend that, at
the time of purchase, their properties
were not within the buffer zone.

“It is not that we are disobedient cit-
izens, but we invested money in land

purchase,”said Mr Christopher Kam-

bugu,aresident of Zengebe Village,on
April 29.
“We expected compensation and

possibly a relocation plan that never

materialised,”he added.

Mr Kambugu said under the new
boundary demarcation, heis required
to vacate both his commercial build-
ing and permanent home, despite
holding a valid land title. The changes
leave his family with only a small por-
tion of their original five-acre proper-

ty.
Another resident, Mr Edmond Sseg-
awa, said the revised buffer zone fol-
lowed rising lake levels that sub-
merged the previous boundary. How-

ever;he noted that many affected fam-

ilies lack alternative land. :
“I have no money to purchase land

for my family that has lived at Ze-

ngebe Village for the last 20 years

The Nakasongola District LCS Chair-

- person, Mr Sam Kigula, said on April

24 that the demarcation exercise did

- notinclude compensation or resettle-
- mentplans.

He said district authorities had pro-
posed relocating some families to
land at the former Kyalubanga Cen-
tral Forest Reserve, which is expected
to be degazetted under a presidential
directive. B

Nakasongola District Natural Re-
sources Officer Mr Charles Andama
explained that the buffer zone is be-

ing redefined based on 2
termark after floodin
previous boundary.
tion of boundary m
residents have been inf
new limits.

He said the measure is intendad t
protect communities an
further encroachment on tt
catchment areas.

Lwampanga Town Co
Chairperson Mr George |
ga said the exercise has also
ed local administrative off
must be relocated.“We had
ed compensation or a rese
plan,but none has been pr
await reconsideration fron

ernment after the many appeals”
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