EDITORIAL

vt should not play the
ggtrich with head in sand

iev's revelation in February that more than 1,780 ﬂhz?ns
from 36 African countries are esiglmatgd to be fighting
alongside Russia in Ukraine was disturbing on many lev-
els. Just as disturbing is the sense of powerlessness that
Kampala has vigorously defended when confronted with news
that a number of Ugandan citizens are caught in the crosshairs,
havingtakenupannstuﬁghtinthgwa: _ ; o
Henry Oryem Okello, the junior Foreign Affairs minis-
ter, has told all and sundry that the Government of Ugan-
da (GoU) can only do so much, not least because the
Ugandans in question signed contracts to fight along-
side the Russian army without Kampala's knowl-
edge. On the surface, this sounds exculpatory enough.
Yet recent accounts that 79 Ugandan males aged between 27
and 47 are holed up in Ukraine' i
wished away,
Webelieve that the GoU should be actively involved in map-
ping the contours of the trafficking network that coazed the
Ugandans to travel to Ukraine. Reports in-
dicate that a Russian nNational whetted the
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g the promise of lucrative security jobs.
Human That this is a classic case of trafficking in
trafficking, Deings is not in doubt. It meets the
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