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Protection of sovereignty but at what cosl {o
press freedom, democratic accountabilify:

ganda has every right to safeguard

its sovereignty. No nation should be

indifferent to external interference

inits political,economic welfare.It

is within this context that the pro-

posed Protection of Sovereignty Bill
has been introduced as a shield against for-
eigninfluence.But beneath this legitimate
objective lies a troubling question: at what
cost to press freedom and democratic ac-
countability?

At first glance,the Bill appears to target for-
eign actors and undue external pressure. How-
ever,a closer reading reveals provisions that
could significantly alter the day-to-day work
ofjournalists.In its current form, the law risks
casting too wide a net,one that could entangle
not just foreign agents,but also independent
media practitioners doing routine reporting.

Oneof the most concerning aspects is the po-
tential criminalisation of ordinaryjournal-
ism.If critical reporting on governance, cor-
ruption,or human rights can be interpreted
as“economic sabotage”or promoting foreign
interests, then the line between journalism
and criminal conduct becomes dangerously
bhurred.In such an environment. truth-telling
itself may carry legal consequences.

Equally worrying are the severe penalties at-
tached to these broadly defined offences. The
possibility of long prison sentences does not
Jjust punish wrongdoing, it can deter legiti-
mate reporting before it even happens.When
Jjournalists must weigh every story against the
risk of prosecution,caution inevitably replac-
escourage.
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Many Ugandan media
houses rely, at least in
part,on international
partnerships, training,
or donor funding.
Labelling them as “fo-
reign agents” could
stigmatise their work...

The Bill's provisions on mandatory registra-
tion of individuals and organisations linked to
foreign entities further complicate the media
landscape.Many Ugandan media houses rely,
atleast in part,on international partnerships,
training,or donor funding,Labelling them as
“foreign agents”could stigmatise their work,
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expose them to heightened scrutinyand 1.
dermine public trust. More critically,it ol ﬁ;
compromise editorial independence and tha
confidentiality that journalism depends on.
Financial sustainability is another silent

casualtyRestrictions on foreign funding m:y
sound reasonablein principle,but in practica
they could suffocate already struggling inde.
pendent media outlets.Investigative jouma).
ism,whichis often resource-intensive, mzy he
thefirst to suffer. The result would not just be
fewer stories, it would be fewer important st

Ties.
Beyond thelegal and financial implications
lies amore subtle,yet equally damaging et
self-censorship.Laws donot need to be
forced aggressively to be effective; their mere
existence can reshape behaviour. Faced vith
vague definitions and harsh penalties jou:-
nalists may simply choose to avoid sensifi

narrowerless critical view of national issues.
This is where the broader democratic con
cernemerges.Journalism serves as a waich-
dog holding power to account and ampliting
citizen voices.When that watchdogis wea '
ened,accountability suffers. Without robus:
media scrutiny, governance risks becoming
less transparent, and public trust erocles.
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