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ill the school feeding
ommittee deliver?

scl
irst

yool feeding has taken centre stage since the
Lady and education minister, Mrs Janet
yseveni launched a countrywide campaign to

ensitise parents on the importance of providing

m

: eals for their children. Subsequently, a
ommittee has been appointed to find a solution

o this challenge. Prisca Baike examines how
ihe committee will deliver on its mandate

he committee
chalrperson, Dr
Robinson  Nsumba-
Lyazi, I8 optimistic
they will deliver on
Jr mandate putting in place
A yarents-led - model where
:\‘l“"‘l |\‘\‘§llng programmes
E be  financed,  planned
owned by parents, This
‘h.|“-ml|m! on available
“‘5‘“,“\3. while the school and
enment play a monitoring
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wOur motive is to re-cngage
Larents and remind them
:h_“ feeding their children
while at school is their
: N“,"_\lhlllly u!!d not the role
“rF“\'fn|||\k‘|“. Nsumba-
Lyazi Savs. -

“rhis model of feeding s the
ost natural and sustainable
L sinee it has worked for
k‘“““n'cs such as Kenya,
l;“-;u\d:l and India,” he adds.

Nsumba-Lyazi notes that
e Education Act 2008
: carly 9\!;!:\}"& the parents'

.sl“m.\‘llnlmcs. which include

m

eoding.

l\~_\~mnlm-l_yazi says although
Larents had abandoned
{hat r.;sponsnln_luy. there is
Y L“"C'f‘ncd effort to ensure
;I at children do not sufler
from hunger at school. “We

'« a committee have given
Ives three years to end
(his pn,l)lqm.“ he explained,

The National Planning
\uthority reveals that 66% of
seanda’s pupils were starving
J{Sd"‘“ﬂ’ N—

Georze Apili Olila, the
l_"_‘,“jw:;dn:r. Angwcecibange
l;n'mﬂf!' School, says feeding
ildren has been a challenge

~cause most parents, think
wis the Government's role to

ourse

Jo s0-

ﬂ1r011gll the committee,
ypili believes the message will
gnk in that itis, the parents
:,ﬂ,‘mqbiliw to feed their
Hildren.
Y\sumba-lvazi says his team
mmitted to ending hunger
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in schools h_\"icn.\!ll.\ing
p.}l:v:ul\_ about the advantages
of feeding their children,

Con.\mlttee speaks out

Dr Yusur Nsubuga, the former

(!Iru‘mr Basic and Secondary

:i.zl‘ugialion. lauds the idea of
eveloping ar i~
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“The education ministry
cannot single-handedly
address this issuc, If the
committee is well set up it will
work,” Nsubuga says.

Cons Okabo Opio, the
I}cadlcadlcr. Apii Primary
School in Kole district believes
the committee will make their
wl(.)rk as teachers casier.

'lr is hard to teach hungry
children yet parents do not
want to provide meals for
them,” he says.

Opio says their pleas to
{7\3;7111.\‘( to ,l'ccd their children

¢ at scl e
b, hool have fallen on

Many parents are unwilling

10 feed their children.

If government helps us

to sensitise them, it will
help,"Olila says.

‘Frcd Mwesigwa from the
Forum for Education in
Uganda says the committee
will deliver because it is
adopting a sustainable
approach. “Most committees
fail to deliver because of their
unsustainable approaches.
Urging parents to feed their
children is a more sustainable

Nﬁumba-LyazI displays a board sign
ts stlll need sensitisa

In schools. Some paren

approach than having
government feed them,”
Mwesigwa explains.

Strategy

Nsumba-Lyazi says one of
their strategies is supporting
parents to improve food
security at household level by
producing more and selling
the surplus for income.

“That is why we have
ministries such as agriculture
and trade on the committee,”
Nsumba-Lyazi says.

He adds that if all children
are to cat, it is vital for food
production to be high.

Nsumba-Lyazi explains that
the agriculture ministry will be
supporting communities with
technical skills to foster high
food production.

On the other hand, the trade
ministry will sensitise parents

Objectives

Effects of hunger

e Lowers child's concentration
o Affects attention and retention rate
e Hampers learning and affects cognitive

abilities

e Aftects physiological growth
¢ impacts the child's social skills
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on financial matters. “The
nutritionist will guide our
communities and schools on
how to feed the children in

ed by stakeholders committed to ending hunger
tion on Importance of school feeding

cannot even grow food for
pupils. Such land should be
used productively to prevent
children from starving,” he

sufficient quantities,” Nsumba-  says.
Lyazi says.
He notes that the parents No budget

who are unable to contribute
can offer labour to the school
in exchange of their children
getting meals.

In some districts such as
Gulu, which he says has the
highest rate of successful
parents-led school feeding,
parents were identified and
supported by the community.

School gardens, farms
Nsumaba-Lyazi says
institutions with large tracts
of land will be encouraged
to revive school gardens.
“Many government schools
have a lot of land yet they

® Advocate for parent guardian-led school feeding.

@ Monitor school feeding across Ug

@ Co-ordinate school feeding initiatives in the
education sector.

@ Provide policy and technical guidance to
government stakeholders and service providers on

school feeding.
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Nsumba-Lyanzi says the
committee has started its
activities without any budget.

“We are now starting with
some small activities as we
look for funds,” Nsumba-Lyazi
says, adding that development
partners have been supportive
in financing most of their
activities. However, Margaret
Kyomuhangi, who sits
onthe budget committee of
Parliament says the school
feeding committee does
not need a budget since
the structures to carry out
sensitisation are there up
to the grassroots. “There
is no need for a budget to
sensitise parents on feeding
their children,” argues
Kyomuhangi, who is also the
Woman MP for Nakasongola
district.

“Sensitisation is the work of
all the leaders from the LCI to
MPs. The issue should not be
left to only the committee,”
she says.

As leaders, we have to
support the committee if it
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is to deliver its mandate,”
Kyomuhangi explains. o
She adds that a baseline
survey is crucial and will help
assess their progress, adding
that the committee can be
financially supported with
that.
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