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Ensure swimming and
water safety in schools

n February 15, 10-year-old Sharon Wansio?azi
drowned in a swimming pool at a resort lo " 1
ed in Bukaya West Village, Njeru Mun&t:l)ken
ty, Buikwe District. Sharon’s guardian had ta .
her and another child for leisure swimming at the resort.

Police say the guardian handed the two children to aswmmnng
pool attendant for safekeeping wlﬁlehestgppedawaytomakeh s
phone call. He returned 15 minutes later, discovered that Sharo
Wﬂsmissmg,mdomyforherbodymbefmm:nunpool :

Jeiile this particular drowning incident did not occur at schoo
or during a school event,it triggers memories of all the young lives
that have been Jost to drowning, especially while at sch_o(')l or at
school events, and especially now that the school term is in pro-
gress,

It is commonplace for schools these days to have swimming
Pools or have swimming arrangements for students that usually
take place at hotels or other such Facilities, Because of this, it Jslll'ﬂ-
perative that th safety of students/learners js prioritised. Pool at-
tendants and lifeguards

at these pools must be vetted and found
to]:oe qualified and respo

nsible enough to pri-

oritise the safety of these children.
The issue: Last year left yg reeling from the loss of
; young lives due tg drowning. On Angust
" 3, 2025, Kevin Nsamba , a Senior Six stu-
Our view: dent at Seeta High School, drowned dur-
ing SWimming practice at the school’s
'y Mbalala Campys in Mukono District.
In October of the same year, a Senior Three

Ibis imperati
that the
of studentg

Ve

learners ig student at 5t Mary’s College Kisub; died after
prioritised in the schoofs swimming pool. The
Pool student, Peter Kirwana, allegedly drowned

g while taking part in Swimming lessons,
ai‘teﬂ(\ ants : Remﬂxaﬁm.m student purs-umg aBach-
and lifeguards” elop of Civil and Environmental Engi
at fhese at Uganda Christian University drowned in 3
pools must swimming pool in Kirowoza, Mukeno District.
be vetted 47 According to a 2024/2025 report by the Maker-
found to be ere University School of Public Health, more
qualified ang  than3000 people drown annually in Uganda,

Pk i o Behind all these names anq cases are bro
responsible... e dreamns, lives cut short, and families strick:

; en with insurmountaple grief While these in.
cidents can ha_.ppen i

against drowning and e instructors and pool op-
erators with lifesaving skills,
Allan l;iiza, a
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* Tobeaccurate and fairin all we do.
Tobe respectiul to allinour pursuit of the truth,
Tor

® Torefuse to accept any compensation beyond that
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