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Ensure swimming and 
water safety in schools 

n February 15, 10-year-old Sharon Wanylzg:i 
drowned in a swimming pool at a resort dRair 
ed in Bukaya West Village, Njerp Munci:taplen 
1y, Buikwe District. Sharon’s guardian ha Ay her and another child for leisure swimming at the resort. Poficesaythegnardjanhandedmetwocmldmnmammf 

Mlanendmb'safekeepingwhilehemppedanym Phone call. He returned 15 minuteslater discovered that Sharon 

een lost to drowning, especially while at seliool or at 
school events, anqd especially now that the school term is in pro- gress. 

" Ttis commonplace for schools these days to have Swimming Pools or have swimming arrangements for students that usually take place at hotels or other such facilities, Because of this, it is im- perative that the safety of students/Je; AIETs is prioritised. Pool at- tendants anq lifeguards at these pools must be vetted and found tobe qualified and responsible enough to pri- itise the i ! 

The lsiss oritise e safety of these children, Last year left Dre WNINg, young lives duyg . 3, 2025, Kevin Ourviows 3 100 Kevi 
li/e ing swimmin, 

Mbalala Cay 

s reeling from the loss of 
€ to drowning. On August 
Nsamba , a Senior Six stu- 
High School, drowned dur- 
g practice at the school’s that the Mpus in Mukono District. of student; In October of the same year, a Senior Three learmers s student at St Mary's College Kisubi died after pmontv;nd drowning in the schooks swimming pool. The Sef student, Peter Kirwana, allegedly drowned ol whiletaking part in swimming lessons. attendants Recentlya firstyear student Dursuing a Bach- and lifeguards i 

i at il 
pools must svdmngingpoolinxiruwuza Mukono District, be vetted dfi - Accordingtoa2004/2005 Teport by the Maker- foundtobe  ere University School of uplic Health, more qualified and MMsmpeopledIuwnannuaDmeganda : Behind all these names and cases are by (Roonsble.. i cut short,and families strick. en with insurmountable grief. While these in- cidents can hs_xppen 

Itis impera 

ip over the bulk of our ynnngpeople,tnbeverydflimtinmfomng 
i 

rily h 
,and equip swimming instructors and pool op- €rators with lifesaving skills, Allan Kiiza, a drowning Prevention expert and scholar, in an opinion article published in the »; February g titled,“Drowning in Uganda: siler; crisis escalating inschools makes some valid policy Tecommendations that we must heed, 

He writes, “For meaningful change to oceur, school proprietors inistry of Education and Sports must act decisively. ‘The ministry should. establish mandatory national standards for swimming. pools, covering licensing, safety manuals,staff- ing qualifications, and inspection schec_lules. i 
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extras. School proprietors, in turn, my 
tion. Investment iny trained Personnel, proper documentation, and continuous certification is ot an expense— itisaresponsibility” 
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! w‘?’obsm'uurabsandfiaimalwaw .;n 'mspectflflwaninwpummo(flmthu‘ 0 roflse to accept any compensation beyore that 

blications provided by Monitor Py Lid. forwhat we doinour 
news gathering and decision-making, 

Further, we ask that we be informad uhan. ...+ 
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