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ecently, I g
r
a
d
u
a
t
e
d
 w
i
t
h
 a 

First Class 
- 

D
e
g
r
e
e
 in M

a
s
s
 C
o
m
m
u
n
i
c
a
t
i
o
n
 f
r
o
m
 

he L
u
b
a
g
a
-
b
a
s
e
d
 S
t
 L
a
w
r
e
n
c
e
 U
n
i
-
 

versrty. T
r
a
c
i
n
g
 the j

o
u
r
n
e
y
 m
o
r
e
 t
h
a
n
 16 

v
e
a
r
s
 ago, 

a
 lot of d

i
s
t
u
r
b
i
n
g
 m
e
m
o
r
i
e
s
 e
n
 

g
u
l
f
 m
y
 m
i
n
d
 a
n
d
 o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
a
l
l
y
,
 I b

u
r
s
t
 i
n
t
o
 

tears. 
T
o
 s
o
m
e
 p
e
o
p
l
e
,
 :
m
&
:
n
;
c
 d
e
g
r
e
e
i
s
 

n
o
 _c:wum_‘ n

e
w
s
 a
n
d
 c
e
l
e
b
r
a
t
i
n
g
 it a

m
o
u
n
t
s
 

to n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 b
i
g
g
e
r
 t
h
a
n
 w
a
s
t
i
n
g
 t
i
m
e
 a
n
d
 

m
o
n
e
y
.
 O
n
 t
h
e
 contrary, this s

e
e
m
s
 n
o
t
 to 

b
e
 t
h
e
 case, especially for t

h
o
s
e
 in the in the 

league of Universal P
r
i
m
a
r
y
 Education, to 

w
h
i
c
h
 I belong, 

H
a
v
i
n
g
 s
p
e
n
t
 a f

e
w
 y
e
a
r
s
 of in

f
a
n
t
 e
d
u
-
 

c
a
t
i
o
n
 at a

n
 u
r
b
a
n
 public s

c
h
o
o
l
 b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

1
9
9
7
 a
n
d
 1999, the history o

f
 m
y
 p
r
i
m
a
r
y
 

e
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
 is b

o
l
d
l
y
 w
r
i
t
t
e
n
 o
n
 t
h
e
 dilapi- 

d
a
t
e
d
 walls of a n

u
m
b
e
r
 of rural schools in 

M
i
t
y
a
n
a
 a
n
d
 M
p
i
g
i
 districts. 

. 
C
o
n
s
i
d
e
r
i
n
g
 t
h
e
 p
r
i
m
e
 o
b
j
e
c
t
i
v
e
s
 at its 

i
n
c
e
p
t
i
o
n
,
 t
h
e
 i
d
e
a
 of U

n
i
v
e
r
s
a
l
 P
r
i
m
a
r
y
 

E
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
 w
a
s
 seen as a b

e
a
c
o
n
 of h

o
p
e
 for 

u
r
b
a
n
 children a

n
d
 their counterpart in the 

rural areas. 
H
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 t
h
e
 d
a
y
 I g

r
a
d
u
a
t
e
d
 p
r
o
v
e
d
 b
e
-
 

y
o
n
d
 r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
l
e
 d
o
u
b
t
 that the s

y
s
t
e
m
 in its 

c
u
r
r
e
n
t
 a
n
d
 p
a
s
t
 f
o
r
m
 h
a
s
 to a g

r
e
a
t
 e
x
t
e
n
t
 

G
m
:
E
m
a
.
fl
r
m
 m
e
a
n
i
n
g
 of e

d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
 a
n
d
 

r
e
d
u
c
e
d
 its value. 

T
h
e
 p
s
e
u
d
o
 e
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
 

policy h
a
s
 b
y
 far w

i
d
e
n
e
d
 the g

a
p
 b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

t
h
e
 n
o
b
l
e
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 d
i
s
a
d
v
a
n
t
a
g
e
d
 students 

u
n
d
e
r
 t
h
e
 s
a
m
e
 e
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
 s
y
s
t
e
m
.
 It h

a
s
 

failed to level t
h
e
 a
c
a
d
e
m
i
c
 g
r
o
u
n
d
 for effec- 

tive c
o
m
p
e
t
i
t
i
o
n
.
 

Different statistics rate Uganda’s national 

~ 
Is U

P
E
 a mockery of 

our education system? 

literacy level at 71 p
e
r
 c
e
n
t
 a
m
o
n
g
 p
e
r
s
o
n
s
 

a
g
e
d
 1
0
 y
e
a
r
s
 a
n
d
 a
b
o
v
e
.
 T
h
i
s
 p
e
r
c
e
n
t
a
g
e
 

gives the impression that all m
i
g
h
t
 be well. 

However, the situation on the ground is very 
disturbing and reveals a bitter truth. 
W
h
e
n
 I organised a thanksgiving cere- 

m
o
n
y
 to celebrate m

y
 

academic milestone, 1 
tried m

y
 b
e
s
t
 to trace 

and invite m
y
 p
r
i
m
a
r
y
 

school class mates, 
especially those w

i
t
h
 

w
h
o
m
 w
e
 sat P

L
E
 in
 2
0
0
7
.
 M
y
 first s

t
o
p
 w
a
s
 

St K
i
z
i
t
o
-
K
y
a
g
a
l
a
n
y
i
 P
r
i
m
a
r
y
 S
c
h
o
o
l
 to tell 

m
y
 former teachers a

b
o
u
t
 m
y
 a
c
h
i
e
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

and also to ask then t
h
e
m
 w
h
e
r
e
 

t
o
u
c
h
 w
i
t
h
 m
y
 old 

L
o
o
k
i
n
g
 c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
l
y
 surprised, o

n
e
 

teacher 
w
h
o
 h
a
s
 taught at the school for 

m
o
r
e
 t
h
a
n
 10 years, 

visibly p
e
r
p
l
e
x
e
d
 said: 

“Congratulations.” 
Reason? For the decade 

s
h
e
 h
a
s
 taught at the school, s

h
e
 h
a
d
 n
e
v
e
r
 

h
e
a
r
d
 of a

n
y
o
n
e
 of their f

o
r
m
e
r
 s
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
 

g
r
a
d
u
a
t
i
n
g
.
 

s
o
m
e
 of t

h
e
m
 are already p

a
r
e
n
t
s
 w
i
t
h
 

m
o
r
e
 than t

w
o
 children,” she said. “

S
o
m
e
 

of t
h
e
m
 l
o
o
k
 e
v
e
n
 older t

h
a
n
 u
s
 w
h
o
 t
a
u
g
h
t
 

them”. 
F
o
r
 m
e
 w
h
o
 w
e
n
t
 t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 this v

e
r
y
 

hell-fire of a
c
a
d
e
m
i
c
 institution, anguish 

a
n
d
 hopelessness hit m

e
 at the s

a
m
e
 time. 

T
h
e
 less privileged children h

a
v
e
 n
o
 c
h
a
n
c
e
 

of rising to the top academically. T
h
a
t
 is the 

reality o
n
 t
h
e
 g
r
o
u
n
d
.
 

It is, t
h
e
r
e
f
o
r
e
,
 h
i
g
h
 t
i
m
e
 policy m

a
k
e
r
s
 

r
e
v
i
e
w
e
d
 t
h
e
 U
P
E
 s
y
s
t
e
m
 w
i
t
h
 t
h
e
 v
i
e
w
 of 

m
a
k
i
n
g
 it effective a

n
d
 m
e
a
n
i
n
g
f
u
l
 to soci- 

ety. B
e
i
n
g
 a sole survivor a

n
d
 academically 

successfil a
m
o
n
g
 m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 of m

y
 the entire 

oldboys. 
. 

G
o
i
n
g
 to school for the sake of it is n

o
 eduga- 

tion at al). T
h
e
 Universal Primary Education pro- 

g
r
a
m
m
e
,
 have p

r
o
v
e
d
 to b

e
 a conduit for not only 

h
a
l
f
-
b
a
k
e
d
 h
u
m
a
n
 r
e
s
o
u
r
c
e
,
 

but also a
 d
i
s
g
u
i
s
e
d
 

education s
y
s
t
e
m
 that cannot p

r
o
d
u
c
e
 b
o
t
h
 Yocal 

a
n
d
 international c

o
m
p
e
t
i
t
i
v
e
 h
u
m
a
n
 r
e
s
o
u
r
c
e
.
 

Matters e
v
e
n
 get w

o
r
s
e
 especially w

h
e
n
 pupils 

continue with secondary education in the s
a
m
e
 

ral and poorly facilitated education environmer 

Recently, t
h
e
 c
u
s
t
o
d
i
a
n
 of t

h
e
 e
x
a
m
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
s
 | 

b
o
t
h
 p
r
i
m
a
r
y
 a
n
d
 s
e
c
o
n
d
a
r
y
 e
v
e
l
s
;
 the U

g
a
n
d
;
 

National E
x
a
m
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
s
 B
o
a
r
d
 E
S
m
e
a
m
,
m
m
,
m
m
a
 

a
r
e
p
o
r
t
 o
n
 literacy w

i
t
h
 a
n
 on recor 

Statist 

fl
m
fl
fl
u
m
m
fl
n
fl
»
%
“
%
_
w
fl
m
fl
c
fi
fi
w
 

m
r
o
fi
.
E
w
 that 8

0
 per cent of early l

e
a
r
e
r
s
 co 

n
o
t
 r
e
a
d
.
 

w
h
o
 r
e
m
a
i
n
 in t

h
e
 s
a
m
e
 s
y
s
t
e
m
 

T
 

s just the tip of the iceberg, reflecting 

e
v
e
n
 at H

i
g
h
 school 

deterioration a
n
d
 d
e
c
o
m
p
o
s
i
t
i
o
n
 of a syste 

a
b
s
o
r
b
s
 m
i
l
l
i
o
n
s
 o
f
 less p

r
i
v
i
l
e
g
e
d
 c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

i
a
v
e
 n
o
 other option to be part of the enlig 

class. 
As s

o
m
e
h
o
w
 a product of UPE, Thave ik 

authority to assert that, inits current des 

there is a
n
 o
b
v
i
o
u
s
 feeling of hopelessne 

children envolled in especially rural-bas 

schools. T
h
e
 U
n
e
b
 report b

a
s
e
d
 its case 

o
w
e
r
 classes of p

r
i
m
a
r
y
 education. 

H
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 in reality, the p

r
o
b
l
e
m
 stre 

classes. I recall the time T
w
a
s
 admitte 

ary education. T
h
e
n
,
 1 could hardly e

 

m
e
a
n
i
n
g
f
u
l
 sentence. 

Ttis, therefore, evident w
i
t
h
 O
b
V
i
o
 

p
u
b
l
i
s
h
e
d
 stafistics that there is n

o
 

cation for folks w
h
o
 remain in the s 

e
v
e
n
 at h

i
g
h
 school. 

A
s
 t
h
e
 p
e
o
p
l
e
 c
o
n
c
e
r
n
e
d
 a
n
d
 aff 

education, w
e
 should recall our ¢

 

sibility t
o
 forge a

w
a
y
 f
o
r
w
a
r
d
.
 

g
i
v
i
n
g
 d
i
s
a
d
v
a
n
t
a
g
e
d
 children'® 

U
P
E
 p
r
o
g
r
a
m
m
e
.
 |
 is therefore 

evident with obvious, but not 

e
 

S
 T
E
m
 

& 
= 
o
y
 

class of 2
0
0
7
 a
n
d
 actually m

e
m
b
e
r
s
 of o

t
h
e
r
 

classes b
e
f
o
r
e
 m
e
,
 m
a
k
e
s
 m
e
 d
o
u
b
t
 t
h
e
 effi- 

c
a
c
y
 of U

P
E
.
 M
y
 h
u
r
d
l
i
n
g
 o
v
e
r
 t
h
e
 h
o
o
k
 c
a
n
 

never b
e
 attributed to the k

n
o
w
l
e
d
g
e
 1 got 

f
r
o
m
 U
P
E
,
 if any. 

P
e
r
h
a
p
s
 w
i
t
h
o
u
t
 t
h
e
 u
n
c
o
n
d
i
t
i
o
n
a
l
 b
u
r
-
 

sary I received f
r
o
m
 the N

a
b
b
i
n
g
o
-
b
a
s
e
d
 St 

Catherine S
e
c
o
n
d
a
r
y
 School in W

a
k
i
s
o
 Dis- 

trict f
r
o
m
 S
e
n
i
o
r
 O
n
e
 to S

e
n
i
o
r
 Six, m

y
 aca: 

d
e
m
i
c
 journey w

o
u
l
d
 not b

e
 different f

r
o
m
 

that of m
y
 unfortunate colleagues. P

e
r
h
a
p
s
 

T
w
o
u
l
d
 have remained a c

o
m
i
n
o
n
 disadvan- 

t
a
g
e
d
 

m
a
n
 like a s

o
m
e
 of m

y
 p
r
i
m
a
r
y
 school 

ingful education environment. § 

c
o
m
m
i
t
 ourselves to building a 

- 
f
r
a
m
e
w
o
r
k
 n
o
t
 o
n
y
 for t

h
e
 c
w
 

also for posterity. 
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