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Wakumire’s 
30 vears of 
uplifting 
woimen 

“My passion tc it women began 
The retired teacher in my chlldh:o‘:i?uuux neighbours 
founded the Uganda father because he had 

only female mfldnn.'l‘hem were five Women Concern Minis- | oy and the community said he was 
tlym1991anerms.gn- ‘\nduxb«:_md\nmmhm 
ingfrom herpositionat " oot e 
Nyondo Primary Te - of the 19605, her father wrote a will 
o ary Teach directing that his daughters would | ers College. inherit his coffee 

“That decision enabled us to continue 
= with our education after his death. 
BY DAVID WANDEKA ‘The community had wanted to grab 

the plantation; she recalls*From that t 75, Ms Edith Wakumire Tal Buciwa efects on a licime. | heesy sty dedicated to uplifting women acruss the Elgon Sub-region,a = Respondingtocrisis Journey that began more than three By the time Ms Wakumire left formal | 

county in Mbale District, Ms Wakumire  Widows were being evicted from their | founded the Uganda Women Concern | homes by in-laws, while stigma and Ministry in 1991 after resigning rom | discrimination were widespread. her pesition at Nyondo Primary ' *Iwanted to help these women”she Teachers says “Through Mbale Diocese, we began Since then, she has supported communities and thousands of women totart income- | churches, sensitising people about HIV | generating activities such as pig ‘and how to prevent it. We also trained tree planting, organic coffee and ' familiesin home-based care™ ‘benana farming.dairy production,and | As awareness grew, more people 
the making of ene to emb, mmmmm" began to embrace HIV jimtizg. To 

households improve incomes and dm‘bu&dp:dmu\dmmxlmdu 
‘educate their children. startup capital. 
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Ms Edith Wakumire Muduwa in her poutry farm in Bungokho Sub-county, Mbale District. PHOTO/0AVID 

i ' imber and “The piglets encouraged even those | through the sale of t 
ir firewood. who feared testing to come forward. B o 

of Nakaloke Ward in Mbale 
City, is among the many 
ben 

‘The organisationalsosponsored 
vulnerable children with enmnu of the school fees and scholastic 
‘materials, with support 
from donors. 
*Many of those 

children have since 

graduated from 

iy Vusband died 
in 1990, leaving me 
with seven children. 
T flt!d stigma and 

universi 
contributing to their relatives and_the 

Tree planting projects | fellow women avoided sitting 
inthe earlyyears continue | nearmeinchurch.” 

togenerate income for beneficiaries At one point, she contemplated. 

taking her own ife togeth 
children. 
1 was t00 sick to farm," sh. 

“But when Wakumire an , 
found me, they counselle 1. 
encouraged me to join other 

HIV™ livingwith 
Through the prograr; 

Katongole received foo 
access to oxen for ploug) 
school feesfor two of her 
Iater started a tree plant; 
that enabled her to educate 1. 
‘her childrenuptouniersicy 
‘The ministry also traj 
HIV counselling, which L 

her employment at ber employment st Nalaloke 
I nespbouring Bulambuli 

District,the programme has 
inspired the growth of savings 
‘Eroups among women. 
Ms Mary Wanyenze, 

chairperson of Bumugusha 
‘Women Savings Group, says 
what began with just 60 | 
‘women has expanded into 30 
‘oups,each with more than 30 
mem! 
“0ur groups provide loans 

at an interest rate of four 
percent, and at the end of the | because 
year, members share savings 
of between Shs40 million and. 
Shssomillion; shesays. 

Beyond savings, women have 
 been trained in coffee and 
 banana farming, as well as 
dairy production, with many 
households now owning at least 
onecow 
Ms Esther Njeri, the project 

director of the ministry,says the 
transformation has attracted 
‘men tojoin theinitiatives after 
‘witnessing the benefis. 
“Empowered families are 

bringing developmentin their 
communities. There is more 

vmnmdwop\imwmshe 

had only fomalo 
childron. There woro fiv 

property” 
= Edith Wekumiro 

represented older persons on 
thedistrict council o 10 years. 
Her academic background 

includes a Bachelor's degree 
in Social Work and Social 
Administration and a Master's 
degree in Organisational 
Leadership and Management 
from Uganda Christian 
Universi ity 
Despite her age, Ms Wakumire 
remains passionate about 
‘women's empowerment and 
community development. 
Looking back, she says her 

journey has been driven by a 
desire to challenge inequality 
and create opportunities for 
women. 
“I'have seen women rise 

from nothing to becoming self 
reliant; that is what keeps me 
going"sheadds. 
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