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‘Chimpanzee census o boost tourism

KAMPALA. Bwindi Impenetrable Na-

BY SYLVIANAMAGEMBE
- & MARIAJACINTA KANNYANGE

: tional Park is set to offer tourists a di-

- verse wildlife experience beyond its
- famed gorilla tracking following the
_ first-ever census that revealed 426

chimpanzees in the northern segment
of the park.
~ The survey, conducted by the Ugan-
. da Wildlife Authority (UWA), in part-
- nership with the Jane Goodall Institute

. Uganda between May and June 2025, -

. provides the first scientific data on the
. park’s chimpanzee population, long
considered largely undocumented.
. “With verified population numbers
- and mapped locations, we can now in-
troduce chimpanzee-focused tour-
. ism without disturbing the animals or
- their habitats,” UWA Executive Direc-
. tor James Musinguzi said during the
- launch of the census results on Febru-
. ary 24 at UWA headquarters in Kampa-
- 1a.“This means visitors can experience
chimpanzees, gorillas, and hippos all
within the same ecosystem.”
Dr Musinguzi noted that the fmdA
ings open opportunities for tourism
- diversification, allowing visitors to ex-
. tend stays and reduce reliance on go-
* rilla tracking alone in northern Bwindi.
where chimpanzees are concentrated.
- “The expanded tourism portfolio
- could create jobs for guides, hospital-
- ity workers hence increased revenue
. streams from permits and tourism ac-
.- tivities while supporting craft and cul-
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CENSUS RESULTS

Spatial analysis showed that
the northern section of Bwindi
is particularly suitable for chim-
panzees, while southern areas
are more suited for gorillas. The
survey further documented
signs of other wildlife, including
elephants and six other primate
species, confirming Bwindiasa
biodiversity hotspot.

- tural enterprises in villages surround-
ing the park. The communities around
this place are relatively poor and this |
Is an opportunity to empower them |
through diversifying sustainable tour-
- Mr James Musinguzi, the Uganda Wildlife Authority Executive Director,

- speaksduring the release of the chimpanzee census results early this week.
. PHOTO/SYLVIANAMAGEMBE
said two methods, the standing crop :
* tooneanother.“Spatial analysis showed
- that the northern section of Bwindi is
" rate estimates. The chimpanzee popu- -

1sm,”he added.

Michael Jurua, the conservation sci-

ence manager at Jane Goodall Institute,

count and marked nest count, were ap-
plied to ensure conservative and accu-

lation was determined at 1.23 individ-
uals per square kilometre, primarily
concentrated in the northern segment
(neck) of the park.

He adds that results show that chim-
panzees share some areas with moun-
tain gorillas, often nesting in proximity
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particularly suitable for chimpanzees, '
~ while southern areas are more suited

for gorillas. The survey further docu-
mented signs of other wildlife, includ-

ing elephants and six other primate

species, confirming Bwindi as a biodi-
versity hotspot.”
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Bwindi are not habituat-

. ed to humans. Mr Mar- el (Masindi)

: tin Bahinduka Mugarra, i Hid Bugoma (!

: the State minister for 3 U (1,200), and

* Tourism, Wildlife, and e Kalinzu, Kz

. Antiquities noted that CHIMPANZEES and Maram
even the sound of hu- ests (about

panzees to flee, highlight-
Unlike elephants, chimpanzees in
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ers faced during the census,

“The confirmation of a strop,, Y
panzee population strengthpn.
di's reputation as a critical hap;;.,
great apes,” Mr Mugarra said, “- ]
presents an opportunity to in: el
chimpanzees into tourism of,, "
while ensuring sustainable . COMgen

~ tion and community dsr;n]r“
~ since peoplem that space are o)
ly low income earners.”

The minister noted that the
inform protected area manay...
decisions, guide conservation ;.
ments, and support the intezr..
chimpanzees into long-term pr ...
and monitoring frameworks 4] - -
other flagship species.

He added:“The economic in¢-
will encourage conservation -«

. and help reduce illegal activi:;:; .
threaten wildlife and habitat: -

Background
National context as of the
panzee census Uganda h overs)
- chimpanzees distributed 2
est blocks.
Approximately 75 p
population resid
jor blocks: B
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