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After 55 years, Bugiri finally gets dlagnostlc cenireto fight rising NCDs

BY ASUMAN MUSOBYA

ugiri. After 55 years of waiting, Bu-

giri District has finally secured a di-

agnostic centre to help tackle the

=¥ rising burden of non-communica-
ble diseases (NCDs).

Bugiri General Hospital, built between
1967 and 1971 under the Obote I govern-
ment, has operated without a diagnostic
centre and major rehabilitation since it
opened.

Patients have had to travel to Jinja and
Mbale regional referral hospitals, or even
to facilities in Kenya for tests and scans.

District leaders said the gap has wors-
ened as NCDs such as cancer, hyperten-

sion and diabetes rise alongside infec-

tiousillnesses,

“The rise in non-communicable diseas-
es is attributed to smoking, alcohol con-
sumption and the abuse of drugs,”said
the Bugiri District Assistant Health Of-
ficer, Mr Robert Mutumba Musenze.

He said the hospital also struggles with

. shortages of drugs for NCDs.

However. relief is now coming through,
thanks to the Smart African Village De-
velopment Consortium, under a non-gov-
ernmental organisation known as SADO.

“We are grateful that we are now going
tohave these services brought to us by SA-
DO.But we request for additional drugs
and other medical supplies,” Mr Mutum-
basaid.

"We have been offering
g these services for
"~ three years, and over

20,000 people have.

received medical care.
We request other partners to lend
a helping hand so that we save our
people,”
District vice-chairperson Godfrey
Dongo

He urged the government to recruit
more doctors, nurses, midwives and oth-
er health workers to fill staffing gaps.

The Bugiri District Vice Chairperson,Mr
Godfrey Dongo,said the district has been
running annual health camps for three

years to cover complicated cases, major
operations, cancer screening and coun-
selling at no cost.

“We have been offering these services
for three years, and over 20,000 people
have received medical care. We request
other partners to lend a helping hand so
that we save our people,”Mr Dongo said.

The SADO executive director, Dr Nel-

' son Mugzira Mugubira, said the diagnos-

tic centre’s construction will start soon
and should be completed before the end
of the year.“We have all the necessary re-
quirements for construction,and we shall
also provide all the required equipment
for the centre. Therefore, we call upon lo-
cal leaders in this district to cooperate

| withus to ensure our people benefit from

the project.”Dr Muzira said.

The project will equip 76 health cer,.
tres and four general hospitals, includine
Jinja, Karmuli, Iganga and Mayuge Healh
Centre IV.It will also be piloted in south.
western Uganda and Lango.

The district woman councillor for Kan.
yanga Sub-county, Ms Sylvia Amuk
to,urged the government to deploy mor=
midwives inrural health centres.

She said poor roads prevent many e
pectant mothers from reaching Bugir
General Hospital for antenatal care,

“This is one of the biggest challeng-
es women are facing in rural areas, angd
some of them are now turning to tradi-
tional birth attendants for hEI'uZL medi-
cines”
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