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Vendors at the Jinja 
Central Market, one of "\m 
the affected areas, are 
now struggling to sell 
their goods, with cus- 
tomers avoiding the area 
because of the bad smell 
and unhygienic condi- 
tions. 

BY DENISEDEMA 
esidents of Jinja City have raised 
concern over uncollected gar. 
bage that has piled up along sev- 
eraloads formore than aeek.. 

‘Themostaffected areas areroads sur 
rounding Jinja Central Market, where 
heaps of waste have blocked sections 
oftheroad, producing afoul smell and 
‘makingaccess o the market difficul 
Mr Charles Busulwa, the secretary 

general of Jinja Central Marke, said 
the garbage, which has accumulat- 
ed sincelast weck, has severely affect 
ed the market environment duetothe 
strongstench fromotting waste 
Heexplained that the piles of garbage 

around the market havecreatedanun- 
pleasant atmosphere for both vendors 
and customers, discupting normal 
businessoperations. 
Mr Busulwa said many vendors are 

‘now unable to sell their goods as cus- 
tomers are avoiding the area because 
ofthebad smell and unhygieniccondi- 
tions caused by the waste. 
“Thesituation, authorities say, has led 

to financial losses for traders who el 
ondailysalestoearnaliving. 
However, Mr Busulwa blamed Jin” 

jaCity Council for the problem, accus- 
ingitof failingto manage waste collec- 
tion effectively. He said the authorities 
‘have not developed a lasting and sus- 

tainable solution for garbage disposal 
despite the city's growing population 
andincreasing waste 
“For nearly two weeks, garbage has 

notbéen collected, and the entire mar- 
ket area, includingthe roads, has been 
filled withall sorts of waste and ater- 
rible smell With the rainy season, the 
situation has become even worse,” Mr 

Busulwasaid. 
Mr Vin Lawrence Semaganda, the 

chairperson of Alidina Road Viliage, 
‘where large volumes of garbage are 
collected before disposal, said the 
‘problemin Jinja City is mainly caused 
byalandfillthatis full and has limited 
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Residents walk past a heaps of uncollected garbago packed in sacks around Jinja Contral Markot on Tussday. For a ek, tho wasto has oreated a foul smsil i, 
tho area, discouraging poople from buying foodstuffs. PHOTO/DENIS EDEMA 

Garbage chokes Jinja City 
access o the site during the rainy sea- 
son. 
MrSemaganda, whosecured the gar- 
bagecollection tender under Cheediah 
Investment U Ltd, said the company is 
currently facing challenges aceessing 
thelandfilsie, 
He explained that their trucks can- 

not reach the dumping area because 
theaccessroad has been blocked by ac- 
cumulated waste and poor road condi- 
tions caused by the recent heavy rains. 
“What Jinja City needs to do is ac. 

quire equipment such as graders and 
bulldozers to create space by pushing 
some of e garbage to other sections 
of thelandfill before the situation gets 
‘worse, Mr Semagandasaid. 
He noted that without proper equip- 

‘ment, t has become difficult for gar- 
bage trucks o offload wasteat thesite, 
contributing to the backlog of uncol- 
lected garbagein parts of thecity. 
Mr Semaganda also explained that 
some organic waste from fruits and 

food items such as pineapples, water- 
‘melons,banana peels, cassava; and po- 

tatoescanbesorted byindividualsand 
later sold to farmers as organic ma- 
nure. Some of the waste is used in ar- 

COST OF GARBAGE 

Indanuary, Jinja Gity improved 
garbage collection and sanitation 
afterreclaiming alandfil 

sly oncroached upon 
by residonts, City Mayor Pator 
Kasolo said. 
“The 13-acro Masesosite, which 
hadlong served asa dumping 

acrosinMusima Villago, undora 
and swap doal with the dofunct. 
Jinja Municipal Council, 
Mayor Kasolotold Daily Monitor 

that roclaiming the landfil 
enablod thocitytoreorganise 
its wasto managemont systor 
andintroduce more sustainable 
approaches. 

myworm armingaseed o birdsand 

e Rajab Kito, the Jinja City Coun- 

Howover, the problem 
soomstobe demandinga long- 
termsolution despite Mayor 
Kasolosaying thereclamation 
and restructuring efforts mark 
asignificant stepinimproving 
sanitationin Uganda'sindustrial 
hub. 
Costof garbage collection 
InJinja City, households and 
businesses pay monthly waste 
foos ranging from Shs5,000to 
$hs30,000, depending onthe 
volumegenerated. 
A2021-2022 survey by the. 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 

generatedin the city daily. 

il public elations officer, on Tuesds, 
confirmed the challenges Surrounding 
the uncollected garbage. 

Rainyseason 
Mr Kito explained that heavy 

have made it difficult for garba 
trucks to access the landSil, disru 
ingwaste collection in several parts ¢ 
thecity. 
He said some areas of Jinja City, spe- 

ciallyaround the Central Market, 
been affected by delays in garbage cci- 
lection because the road leading o the 
landsillhas become impassable. 
However, he noted that city author 

tiesare working closely with the works 
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eadeg e fceashortageofeqy 
‘mentsuchas , bulldozers, and 
forklifts needed to level the landiil 
and repair the damaged access road. 
Hiring such equipment is very exper. 
sive daily, but plans are underway ts 
resolve the problem before the end - 
the week,” MrKitosaid. 
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