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Restoration
of this cultural
site, seven vears

after it was

gutted by fire,
has revealed

a beautiful

masterpiece

that should
be welcoming
tourists again,

writes Jeff
Andrew Lule

0L CanNol pass
near the huge
perimeter wall and
claborate gates
without being
curious aboul
what is inside.
Previously, trees
marked the fence of the 64 acres of
land that hosts the famous Kasubi
Tombs located at Kasubi-Nabulagala
in Rubaga division, Kampala

The new wall is wrapped
with reeds like an old-fashioned
Buganda kingdom palace, giving
itthe traditional touch. It also has
fixed lighting at vanious points.
Sheet metal sculptures of twa lions
dominate the main gales.

Last month, the Katikkiro of
Buganda, Charles Peter Mayiga, led
journalists and officials from Mengo,
on a tour of Kasubi Tombs for an
update on the ongoing restoration.

It is seven years since the site and
some of its artifacts were destroyed
by a fire on March 16, 2010. Some
of the items lost in the fire Include
spears, the stuffed leopard Mayanja,
which was tamed by Sekabaka
Muicesa I,a lantern and chairs
which had been sent by the Queen
of England to Mutcesa as gifis, and
Ssekabaka Daudi Chwa's medals.

The kingdom, with support

from the central government and
the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), embarked on the
restoration of the site.

SIGNIFICANCE
Kasubl Tombs Is a burial grourd

KASUIB

<CKASUBI TOMBS

IS A BURIAL
‘GROUND FOR
FOUR BUGANDA
KINGS>

for four great Buganda kings;
Walugembe Muteesa |, Muteesa

11, Mwanga II, and Daudi Chwa.
The site was also Muteesa I's
palace in 1856 and then kingdom
capital. When Muteesa I died in
1884, following the Buganda bunal
customs of the kings, he was buried
in his house in the palace,

It was inscribed on UNESCO's
world heritage list in 2001 hecause
of its rich culture, making it an
outstanding tourist sile globally.

The kingdom’s treasurer and
finance minister, Waggwa Nsibirwa,
says they intend to complete the
restoration this financial year
2017/2018. Reading the kingdom's
budget for this financial year
recently, Nsibirwa said the tombs
have been allocated shib.

Nsibirwa explains that
progress was slow due 10 various
cultural norms central to the
construction, adding that other
works have been completed and
they are now focusing on the
completion of the main resting.
place of the late kings known as
Muagibu azala mpanga.
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WORK ON SITE

A big circular dome has already
been raised to roof the Muzibu
azaala mpanga house, although still
enclosed in blue tarpaulin sheets,
On the inside, traditional thaichers
have already raised a number of
rings to the roof as per the tradition.
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% do not Just get this
pole ai where. It is only
mme't'lyrrom Kasubi-Kyagewe
in Mukono district as per
wradition,” the thatcher says.
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11 Kingdom has
fixed SoldF pawer
Panels to.generate
electricity for use
L& tombs and
aiS0 fixed Water

kept. These drums have

existed for over 130 years
They inchide Mw’,}ly’u v
played at the enthronement
ceremony of the king,
Bantadde, which is sounded
to announce the arrival

and departure of a royal
family member at the palace,
and Kanaba drum, which
announces the death of royal
family members. Women

are prohibited from going in
there and the keeper of this
house, called Kawuula, must
live a celibate life,

There are other modern
and tradition houses around
the main house which have
been given a facelifi, They
are sald to have belonged to
Muteesa I's 84 concubines,
There is also the house of
Nnaalinya (Kakaba's sister
who takes care of the tombs).

In the middle of the main
compound oppaosite the main
house, is a burning fireplace,
an indication that the king is
still ourishing.

HOW TO GET THERE

It takes about 20 minutes
by commuter taxi from the
city centre and less on a
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'3 significanca t the kingdom
5a Nasuuna aauide al tha
site, said tha rafurbishment of the

site bacama nacassary ¢
tourism,

As part of the facalift, 4
concrate parimotar wall w
WIthin the site is a mini- 1
ith scattarad ol traas called
Riakibuuka, 1t is a placa with a cool
breeze on a hilly setting with a
Danaramic view of parts of Mpigi
Hakiso and Kampala districts,
Anincomglata concrate circular
structure wilh iron bars stands
nearby with an anthill surrounded
by rocks and a few pi. Nasuuna
Said the anthill is the exact spot
where coronation takes place.

The last coronation ceremony
was held in 1993, when Ronald
Muwenda Mutebl Il became the
36t king of Buganda.

“In the past years, shortly alter
the coronation of Kabaka Mut2bi,
It was easy to identify this spot
because it was fenced with reeds
a3 a palace. Even the trees that
lormed the uniue coronation
seat were still intact,” Nasuuna
explained,

The aqing trees fell and rain
destroyed the reed fence in 2004,
but would be reinstalled as part of
the renovation.

Not far from the coronation
site, the shallow well, known as
MNakibuuka, also received a touch
up. It is decoratad with scft rocks
around it with fairly clean water.
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WHERE KINGS ARE CROWNED
Lawrence Mukalazi Kimbowa,

who is the prime minister of the
Semanobe (the one responsible
for the crowning rituals) explained
that no prince can become king of
Buganda without going through
the rituals at Naggalabi. All the
past 35 kings were crowned

hera, starting with Kabaka Chwa
Nabaka,

The site became historical after
two princes, Kintu and Bemba,
fought for the kingship in the
14th century on the same hilltop.
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BUGANDA HOUSE

Enyumba ya Bugands (Bugands
House) is another significant duilding
within Nagalabi and, it teo, qot &
facolift with  fresh coat of paint, thus
changing It from its previaus ugly and
rusty ooks. A wire mesh fance and
vlsible signpost set it apart.

The house signifies the one set up by
Kintu when he became king.

Kimbowa says every new king has to
stay In Buganda house for nine days
after coronation. During this period
known as “Enaku ezobwelinda” (days
of tension), no man in this area is
supposed to touch a woman until the
nine days are over,

The King uses this period to select
his cabinet and make strataqles on
how to run the kingdom affairs.

Kintu is said to have killed Bamba,
cut off his head and allegedly
buried it at the exact spot where
the king sits (antihill) during his
crowning. After winning the battle,
Kintu reportedly declared that
evary king of Buganda had to be
crowned at the very spot.

During coronation, the prince
travels with his people using
shortcuts through Mutundwe,
Bunamwaya and Katale, where
other rituals are performed, before
arriving at Naggalabi for the
main avent. Wakiso district local
government startad construction
of this traditional route as part of
the move to promote tourism.

Kimbowa said a crown prince
also has to go through a demo
fight with the Semanabe, a fight
he must win.

FACELIFT OF EWANIXA HOUSE

About half a kilometre from the
main site is Ewanika house, where
the prince gaes for secret rituals
before being crowned. This house
used to be fenced with reeds

and surrounded by dilzpidated
structures. Today, there is @
signpost and houses have been re-
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Suganda House In Naggaladl

The once circular traditional
structura of grass and reeds, was
reconstructed with an iron shaet roof
and other modern materials to protect
it from destruction.

thatched to maintain the neritage
element. According to Lubowa, the
rituals in this place are performed
by the daughtar of Semanaobe. Itis
after these rituals that the prince
gees to the anthill to be crowned.

During the ceremany the anthill
is covared by animal skins while the
prince is dressed with a barkcloth
and given a spear called kanuuna
signifying the one Kintu used to
Kill Bemba. He is also given a knife,
amang other items.

After being crowned, the king
spears a white cow todeathas a
symbol that he is ready to protect
his people.

MBONELEDE TREE
This tree is said to have been
used as a court by Kintu. It is tall,
bulky, with huge long branches
some bending to the ground. Itis
believed to be one of the oldest
trees in the country, estimated to
be over 600 years. During court
sessions, people pleaded for mercy
saying “Moonelede” meaning they
had learnt their lesson, thus giving
the tree its name.

Naggalabi is 14km from Kampala,
off the Masaka highv
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