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Death sentence in Uganda explained

BY MoniToR REPORTER

faKANIPALA Widely described as a de
Cto abolitionist on account of having
€arried out its last executions in 2005.
When an unspecified number of sol-
diers met their death by firing squad.
£anda presents as an oddity insofar as
the death penalty is concerned.

When a resclution on a moratorium
on the death penalty came up for vot-
INg at the UN General Assembly in De-
Cember 2014. the country registered as
an abstainer.

Yet sitting on the fence has not always
bee_n the predisposition of its octoge-
Narian President. Speaking to the sub-

Jectin 2016, President Museveni's audi-
€Nnce came away with the belief that he
Was stronger than ever in the conviction
that the Mosaic Law is difficult to fault.

I believe in punishing those who
Mmake very serious mistakes, especial-
1y like killing,”he said, adding,“There is
No harm if the killer is hanged when he

as repented.I have not hanged many
beople, but that possibility should be
left open>

Justice Alice Komuhangi Khaukha’s
o s 3 28 3 k)

ruling on Thursday, which condemned
an unremorseful Christopher Okello
Onyum to the gallows for slaughtering
four toddlers at a daycare in the leafy
Kampala suburb of Ggabn.will_. in many
respects, put Uganda’s leader since 1986
on the spot. i

Not since April 1999 have civilian exe-
cutions taken centre-stage in the coun-
ry. A decade after those civilian hang-
ings, the highest appellate court in the
country ruled that mandatory death
sentences were unconstitutional. Al-
s0.added the Supreme Court, prisoners
who have spent more than three years
on death row should have their sentenc-
es commuted.

Why is the aforementioned ruling
important?

The ruling explains how John Sanyu
Katuramu, Tooro Kingdom’s former
premier, was reprieved. He was a pris-
oner under sentence of death until the
case of Susan Kigula and 417 others led
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Historically, the Uganda

Prisons Service has had a
hangman and an assistant on

its books. Reports indicate that
hangmen have continued to be
recruited and trained to pull off
executions under Mr Museveni's
government.

Onyum might not be about to
make the hangman earn their
pay cheque. Yet. Not only can
the convict appeal Thursday’s
sentence, but as Erias Lukwago,
alawyer pointed out, “under our
laws, one cannot be executed

.until the death penalty is

confirmed by the Court of
Appeal and Supreme Court.”

to, one, the abolition of the mandatory
death penalty in Uganda.and, two, hav-
ing sentences of convicted killers on
death row commuted.

In September 2001, after gavelling the
court to order, Justice John Bosco Ka-
tutsi handed Katuramu a death penal-
ty for financing the murder of Prince
Happy Kijanangoma and Stephen Ka-
ganda, the royal’s personal minder. The
victory that Kigula and others scored in
court could, as such, be one of the ways
in which the noose around Onyum’s
neck is loosened.

Should the convicted murderer not be
executed inside the first three years of
his time in prison, his sentence will be
commuted to life (i.e.a 20-year jail sen-
tence). The other way the noose could
be loosened is if, like Chris Rutimbirayo
Rwakasisi, Onyum becomes a benefi-
ciary of a presidential pardon.

How many convicts have been exe-
cutedinUganda?
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Prisom records show that there have
been at least 377 legal executions by
hanging since 1938 Hanging, a colonial
era penal provision, is the official meth-
od of execution for civilians in Ugzanda.
There have been 51 court-ordered exe-
cutions on President Museveniy's watch.
The vast bulk of those executions came
on April 27, 1999 when 28 death row in-
mates were executed by hanging.

The most high-profile inmate execut-
ed was Musa Sebirnimbi, a former Ugan-
da Peoples Congress (UPC) chairman
and National Security Agency (NASA)
operative. Sebinmambi had spent a dec-
ade on death row after Justice Alikipo
Ouma convicted him on five counts
of mmurder following events that tran-
spired in Kikandwa Village, Sermuto.on
June 9,1981. During Idi Amnin’s rule be-
tween 1971 to 1979, court-ordered exe-
cutions totalled 71.

How many inmates in Uganda are
ondeathrow?

At the backend of 2023, the mumber in
guestion stood at about 145. This rep-
resented a steep drop from a little over
1,000 intnates who were reported to be
on death Tow in 1999.
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