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BY MIKE SEBALU

KAMPALA. Opposition political
parties yesterday expressed mixed re-
actions to plans by the government to
hold village, pansh, and women coun-
cils grassmots elections after a three-
year delay.

ICT minister and government spokes-
person Chris Baryomunsi, and his Lo-

cal Governments counterpart Rapha-
el Magyezi, yesterday announced the
elections for Local Councils 1 and 2
(LC1 and LG2) and Women councils,
would be held between March and

April.
The polls, to be held in more than
70,000 villages across the country, will
consume $hss6.9 billion, with the of-
fice bearers to be chosen by lining-up
behind the candidates.

Parties react
But various political parties have ex-
pressed fear that the grassroots elec-
tions will be plagued with the same ir-
segularities that were witnessed in the
wecently concluded General Election.
The National Unity Platform (NUP)
arty yesterday questioned the rush
hen even the contest against the pres-
ential election results has not been
salved.
Ar Lewis Rubongoya, the NUP par-
secretary general, said: “These elec-
ns have been delayed. We are still
aling with the contested elections,
luding the presidential and parlia-

Opposition faults govl for rushing 1.C1,2

mentary elections.”

“Why is the regime now in a rush to
organise this election, even before the
contest about the presidential election
is resolved " he added

He further said they will have to =it
down as a party and come up with a
clear position on whether to partici-
patein the grmssmots polls or not.

Mr Patrick Oboi Amuriat, the Fornm
for Demoeratic Change (FDC) party
president, confirmed participation in
the elections but challenged the Elec-
toral Commission (EC) 1o carry out
proper cvic education before the polls
are conducted.

“Yes, FDC is going to participate in
these elections because these are oru-
cial. Our people on the ground are pre-
pared,and we encourage our chapters,
the sub-counties, to continue with the
mobilisation, identification of candi-
dates and also mobilise the masses 1o
vote for our candidates "he said.

Mr Amuriat added: “Civic education
is lacking and for us to have anything
meaningful, we have got to have prop-
er civic education conducted so that
the people understand what the elec-

tion is all about and what choice of

leader they need to vote for”

He also challenged the method of lin-
ing up behind the candidates during
voting, saying it can cause grudges in
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the villages and called for an amend-
ment of the law to either have a secret
ballet or any other means applicable
without creating conflict.

“Judging from the experience of the
ruling NEM party primaries at the par-
liamentary level.a lot of acrimony was
generated inthe population,”he said.

Mr Jimmy Akena, the embattled
Uganda Peoples Congress (UPC) par-

Mobilisation.
“Yes, FDCis going to
participate in these

elections because

these are crucial.
Qur people on the ground are
prepared, and we age our
chapters, the sub-counties, to
continue with the mobilisation,”

Patéiok Amurist, FDC president’ &

ty president, said he will need to maj.

sultations within the party to taje
final decision of whether to participa.
ornot.

“Texpect more of thesame rigging,in.
cludingmanipulation,and secking up,.
fair acvantage, which took place duy-
ing the General Election,” he said.

“Dur final decision will come in the

irse of the week /We are also waiting
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inn the presidential and par-  tend the term of office within
liamentary elections, and we

the law”

«  local eonneily, aned then have
General Elections, So, we're har
manising the aleetion cyele 5o
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tosee how the ECis also going to
work.outthis programme, i can-
not authoritatively say which

way things are going to go un-
til Lsynthesize everything and

know what the situation is like.”

he adederd,

Unsehadulad alactions

Mr Ssemum Mganda, the Peo-
ple's Front for Freedom (PFF)
party spokesperson, accused
the geverniment and EC of hold-
ing unscheduled slections,

“We saitl we will never boyeott
these elections, but we're going
to use th elections as a plat-
fovrm for fighting for freedom”
hesaid.

H ded: “We are going in-
to these elections even after
sing cheating. Every-

Ilec-
taral Commission participat-
ing in falsification of results and
announcing people who have
not won. We are going to have
A meeting to guide the PFF par-
ty members and supporters on
what todo.”

But Mr Emmanue] Dombo,
the Director Communications
for the ruling National Resist-
ance Movement ( NRM) party, ex-
pressed their readiness to par-
ticipate in the elections,

“We already have flag bear-
ers for LC1. When we were con-
stituting our structures for the
party at the village level, we also
elected the flag bearers for LG
and they have been waiting for
this time, S0, we are more than
ready to participate in the elec-
tions i whatever format the EC
advises us,"he said.
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