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YAMPALA. Oppaition pAItER) 
parties yesterday 
m-mmmb\'uwmw 
i village, parsh,and women coun. 
e s s S et 
year delay. 
ICT munisterand government spokes. 

person Chris Baryomunsi,and his Lo 
<al Governments counterpart Rapha- 
el Magyezi, yestenday announced the 
elections for Local Councils 1 and 2 
(LC1 and LC2) and Women council 
would be held between March and 

“The polls, o be held in more than 
70,000 villages across the country.will 
‘consume Shss6.9 billion, with the of- 
fice bearers to be chosen by ining-up behind thecandidates. 
Parties react 
But various political parties have ex. 
pressed fear that the grassroots elec 
tions will be plagued with the same r- 

that were witnessed in the 
ecently concluded General Election. 
‘The National Unity Platform (NUP) 
arty yesterday questioned the rush 
hen eventhe contestagainst the pres- 
ential election results has not been 
solved. 
ir Lewis Rubongoya, the NUP par- 
secretary said:“These elec- 
ns have been delayed. We are stll 
aling with the contested elections, 
Tuding the presidential and paria- 

Opposition faults govt for rushlng 
mentary elections” 
“Why is the regime now in a rush to 

organise this election, even before the 
contestabout the presidential lection 
seresolved-he added 
He further said they will have to st 

down asa party and come up with a 
clear position on whether to partici 
paten thegrassmots pollsornot. 
Ar Patrick Oboi Amuriat the Forum 

for Democratic Change (FDC) party 
president, confirmed participation in 
the elections but challenge the Elec- 
toral Commission (EC) (0 carry out 
Propercivic education before the polls 
areconducted. 
“Yes, FDC i going: to participate in 

these elections because these are cru- 
cial.Our people on the ground are pre- 
pared.and we encourage our chapters, 
the sub>-counties, o continue with the 
‘mobilisation. identification of candi- 
dates and also mobilise the mases to 
vote forour candidates; e said. 
Mr Amuriat added: “Civic education 

islacking and for us to have anything 
‘meaningful, we have 20t to have prop- 
ercivic education conducted so that 
the people understand what the elec- 
tion i all about and what choice of 
leader they need o vote for” 
Healso challenged the method oflin- 

ing up behind the candidates during 
voting, saying it can cause grudges in 

Poople ine uf 

the villages and called for an amend 
ment of the law to either have a secret 
ballot or any other means applicable 
without creating conflict. 
“Judging from the experience of the 

ruling NRM party primaries at the par- 
liamentary leveLa lot of acrimony veas 
generated inthepopulation."hesaid. 
Mr Jimmy Akena, the embattled 

Uganda Peoples Congress (UPC) par- 

Mobilisation. 
“Yes, FDGis going to 
participato in these 
elections because 
these are crucial. 

Our people on the ground are 
propared, and we encourage our 
chapters, the sub-countios, to 
continue with the mobilisation,” 
Patrsox Amuriat. FOG president 

in Kibul, Kampala to cast thair vote during the 2016 Genera Election. PHOTO/ ABUBAKER LUBOW/ 

president,said he willneed to maj. 
ommltaionswithinthe paty o e 
final decision of whether o participar. 
ornot. i 

“Texpect more ofthesamerigging i dudingmaniplationmisccintn 
fair advantage, which took place dur- 
ing the General Election,”he said. 
“Our final decision will come in the 

courseofthe week Wearealso vaiing 

wn the presidential and par 
liamentary elections, and we 
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incal eouneils, anl then have 
al Electinns 5o, we're har 
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S e 
ples Pront for Fresdom (PFF) 
party spokespersan, aceused 
the grernment and EC of hold: 
ingunsel jection: 

saic e il nerer st 
feetios. bt e i 

He added: 
to these election: 
witnes 
body ha: 

are going in 
e after 

: cheating, Every. 

ion participar taral Commis 
ingin falsification of results and 
announeing, peaple who have 
not won. We are going to have 
¥ meeting 1o guide the PFF par. 
by members and supporters on 
what todo” 
But Mr Emmanuel Dombo, 

the Director Communications 
for the ruling National R 
ance Moverent (NRM) paryer: 
pressed their readiness to par- 
ficipatein the elections. 
“We aiready have flag bear- 

ers for LC1. When we were con- 
4 y: stituting o strucures for the 

party atthe village level, we also 
clected the flag bearers for 
and they have been waiting for 
this time. So, we are more than 
ready to participate in the elec- 
tions i whatever format the BC. 
advises us; he said. = 

Aman casts his vote during the 2016 General Election in Kam- 
pala. PHOTO/FILE 

toseehowtheECisalsogoingto way things are oing o go . 
work outihis progmmmecan- , il isynt gand 
not authoritatively say which  know whatthe stuation is ke 
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