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National News

The educationists ques-
tioned the mandatory
continuous professional
development teachers
must undertake before
renewing their licences.

BYDOROTHYNAGITTA

he National Teachers'Bill of 2024
as passed by Parliament last
Thursday has created a sharp di-
‘While most agree on the need for reg-
ulation and higher standards, they are
split over degree requirements, licens-
ing, and a few other clauses that MPs
keptintheBilL
While the Bill establishes a National
Teachers Council that sets out to regu-
late, standardise, and develop the pro-
fession, Parliament removed a blan-
ket requirement that all teachers must
have attained at least a bachelor’s de-
gree in order to be regi
MPs agreed that the Minister of Edu-
cation and Sports, in consultation with
the National Teachers’Council and the

h stat utory instr

The amendment was done after con-
cerns that a fixed degree rule would
lock out thousands of experienced
teachers, who joined the profession
with certificate and diploma qualifica-
tions.

Filbert Baguma, the secretary gener-
al of the Uganda National Teachers'Un-

wn,d.lsagmedwnhthems’mwew {
1 | !'ducaumlnn;umons said teaching
X strengthening
education base, and thus, the clause |
should be reconsidered.

Experts spht
Teachers Bill

Teachers and other stakeholders at a workshop in Oyam District last year. PHOTO/FILE

secondary school teacher;”Kaboyo said. |
“Teachers have to be trained with the |
same qualifications for them to belong |

| tothe:rpmfmonwnthmnd:mmna |

[
Kaboyo who also doubles as the sec- |
retary of the Federation of Non-state |

ment.« 7
brmgtluspemontotheclasswe

“In all countries which have the best | needasacountryrequires that this

education systems, you will find the

minimum teacher qualification is a n.qneand
‘master’s degree. Now; here we have a I

misconception that when you are go-
mgtoteachnu!seryyoudon’tneedto-
havea yet this is the foundation'
of education,”Mr Baguma said in an in-
terview with the Daily Monitor.

f alf&xel‘;c:h Teachers Union (UPSTU),

mcherslwuldhzve experi-
[competence deriyed from sev-
argued.
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that the

| -agreed
Simaélarly, Pamck Kaboyo, the execu- i origmal blanket degree requirement is

tive director of the Education Advoca-
cy Network, $aid a uniform academic |
qualification standard across all levels |
would end stigma among teachers.

| extreme, especially for nursery and pri-
| mary teachers.
“We well know that the highest job

' in Uganda is the office of the Presi- |

“We don’t need the segregation ordis- =~ dent,and the minimum qualification |

crimination of saying, you are a less- |

er teacher because you are a nursery |
school teacher or a lesser teacher be- |
cause you are a primary school teach-

is just Senior Six. Now; if somebody can |
become a President with a Senior Six |

qualification, what about becominga |
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“Continuous profssm '
| ment is already on. For exan

thenewcm'nculmn.l!vu‘y

,  try.So,I think maybe they a

weedwtthepeoplewho
said.

| profession. Now, 'm wondering
| after four years, these people
nmnmgtooneoﬂleeﬁ:rtbe el
| thelicences;” ‘Elong said.
; “With the ministry even fa
| pervise these schools, ’'m w
| howtheyaregomgtodon
[ blgnmnber, headded.

fication. Despite the disagreement on | Theinter nship question
BACKGROUND ’ teachers' registration qualifications, | Parliamentalso colmdeted
| thereisconsensus that servingteachers | overinternship
should not be pushed out. 2 | ersunderclausels and
Baguma stressed that the law is not | I
retrospective in its application.
“Laws do not work retrospectively. At
awaiting the time this Grade Il (certificate hold-
The Bill legal effect er) teacher was registered, that was
to the National Teachers’ the requi ..and, therefore, this
| ed by Cabinet law will not affect this teacher who is
in 2019, forming the National already registered. Those who are al-
‘eacher Council toregulatethe | ready in the system will remain there” | school practice that takes ab )
profession. | hesaid. months. Now, if you again add anoth
The Bill's roots go back toa | According to Baguma, the Bill pro- | internship,it would be a dup].u:a i
2013-2014 UNESCO-backed vides a 10-year grace period from pres- what they have ahmdy 4
diagnostic study on challenges idential assent for teachers to upgrade.
facing teachers in Sub-: “If we have a Grade III teacher who
Africa. Uganda was part of that is 50 years today, this teacher may not
study, and its findings shaped need to now stress himself or herself |
the 2019 National Teachers’ going for this degree because within 10 | schq

Policy.
| erteachers, there is no reason why you
should not aspire to acquire the mini-

| mum qualifications that willbe needed |

Elong said the status quo should be 1 within the 10 years,”he noted.

maintained, noting that nursery teach- | The educationists also raised con-
ers can deliver well with a certificate, | cernsabout themandatory continuous
primary teachers with a certificate or | professional development that teach-

l nursery teacher? So,I think Parliament = diploma,whereas a secondary teacher | ers must undertake before renewing

er.For me,] am superior becauselama | wasspotonltlsnotnewssarg'hesand is registered with a degree-level quali- | theirlicences.Baguma argued that con-

years they will be retiring. For young- |

Teaching
for up to one ye I
I guilty of teaching without autho
tion. 4 E
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