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Anaka Hospital struggles to 
deliver services amid woes 

Wmh-d-nofld-lmw Total Energies, and tho hospital stafTinspect the commissioned wator systom at 
ral Hospital on Monday. PHOTO/TOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY Anaka Gener 

From a delayed incinerator, long dis- 
tances for rubbish disposal, an over 

stretched ambulance, and a broken 
down water system, Anaka General 
Hospitalis severely constrained. 

HOSFITAL 
UMBERS 

tientunit 
andanother 
30000nad- 
mission. It 
isalso esta- 
blished that 
the facili- 
tyhandlesan 
averageof 

600 delive- 
iacnarmiar- 
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ditional ambulance to boost the servic- 
esand reduce thestress,he explained. 

NICUandmaternity wardwoos 
Both the hospitals neonatal and ma- 

tenity units alsoliein a decrepit state 
with dilapidated internal systems re- 
quiringan urgentupgrade. 
“The neonatal intensive care unit is 

acritical unit of this hospital where all 
ournewbomn sickones areadmitted,in- 

' cluding those born prematurely How- 
| evenitnowlies ina terrible state with 

andling medical emergencies | the beddings, walls,floors, water and 
and referrals at Anaka General | 
Hospital in Nwoya District could. 
soontumintoa nightmare. 

The Daily Monitor has established | 

the Health ministry in 2022 is current- 
Yoverworked and culdbreak downat | 
anymoment. 
On Monday, Dr Jolly Joe Lapat, the | 

‘Tospital's executive consultant, said 
in aninterview that the hospital,serv | 
ing key highways (Kampala-Arua and 
‘GulurArua) struggles to respond to fre- | 
quent highway crashes and to handle 
other medical emergencies throughout 
thedistrict. 
“An ambulance,by policyismeant to 

servea single county, but we current- 
Iy have two counties, which has a big | 
population and wide geographical ar- 
ea Moreover e are the only facility in 
thedistrict withan ambulance, DrLap- 
atsaid. 
He said the current situation has se- 

riously challenged them as the vehicle 
breaks down sometimes,yet they must 
reach the scene fast in case of an acci- 
dent. 
“Many times,we il to respond when. 

‘emergencies strike at once, because 
the single ambulance cannot be every- 
where,Dr Lapat said. 

‘While the hospital has another am- 
‘ulance donated i 2015,it broke down. 
three years ago. Though repairable, the 
‘hospital currently lacks theresources to 

tolletsystems(ina sorry state, Dr Lapat 
said. 
“To operate the critical units,including 

thetheatre, matemnityneonataland the 
medicine wards, health workers were 
tasked to fetch four jerricans of water 
‘perunit every round of service.On the 

| other hand, patient caretakers are re- 
| quired to deliver two jerricans of water 
‘before their patients are catered for 

Intervention 
On Monday, district leaders, officials 

from Total Energies,and the hospital 
staffcommissioned a water faciity. 
The Daily Monitorleamnt that the six- 

‘month refurbishment project by Engi- 
neers ithout Borders East Africa Lid, 
with funding from Total Energjes Ugan- 
daunderits corporate social responsi- 
bility component,Kicked offlast year.. 

‘The project involved re-engineer- 
ing two of the three water sources that 
served the hospital’ main water reser- 
voirinstallation of modern pumps and 
reconnecting the hospital’ theatre and 
neonatalunis. 
Without disclosingthe total costofthe 

refurbishment project, Michael Muhin- 
o,the Social Projects Engineer at Total 
Energies saidtinvolved work on multi- 

* pleunitsofthe hospital. 
“We have rebounded two of the three 

‘sources of water to the reservoir and 
provided them with hybrid pumps that 
‘ork on both solar and electricity” he 

HOSPITAL WASTE 

Anaka Gonoral Hospital sarves 
A catchment area comprising 

fivo districts: Nwoya, Amuru, 
Pakwach, Oyam, and Omoro. 
Howavor, it lacks anincanara- 
tor todonlwith ita waste, which 
ranges from food and other used 
madical objocts,inchuding gauzo, 
and human body part. The was 
isloadod ontolorrias and takan 
toNakasangola forincinoration. 

generate 9,000 litres of water, while the 
borehole can be pumped for 16 hoursa 
day. With this,the nine hospital wards 
now have proper running water, suffl 
cient forthe hospital to un. 
Dr James Okello,the district health of- 
ficer said the revarnped water facilties 
offer anew lfeline o the fclity which 
has suffered since the system broke 
down approximately three years. 
While pledging the protection and 

sustainability of the water facility, Dr 
Okellotasked the districtand sub-coun- 
tyauthoritiesto pass by laws and an or- 
dinance to protect water systems in all 
the health facilties across the district. 

il Anaka General Hospital's toi- 
tem ke dowvn, blaming this on 

patients and caretakers, wha he saii 
Tase uncouth toile habits 

“In the past. some penple weed maize 
cobw and even tones forcleaning ther- 
selyes, which s prohibitecl Going on, 
‘whoevwrisadmitted or is coming o the 
hospitalshonsld eome with toflet paper 
he added 
Late last year, the hospital was re- 

Hiesedt e the Petrolenm Consortium, 
Tuding the Petroleum Authority of 

Ueanda, UNOC, and TotalEnergies, e 
moed atotal of 20 tomnes of hazardous 
medical waste thathhad accumulated at 
the ity for months. 
‘The waste remuved and taken to Na- 

Kasongola for incineation, had piled 
up follwing last years funding cuts 
and subsequent withdrawal bry the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) that let the hos- 
pitalstruggling to manage t. 
Whereas the waste probler has been 

sorted, the construction of an ineiners- 
tor atthe faclity recently staled, ater 
the contractor hired and funded under 
2 USAID project, suspended work ater 
USAID' closure. 

Mr Lapat expressed optimism that 
ance the incinerator construction is 
complete, it il lessen their burden of 
‘maving waste to Nakasongola District 
for incineration. He expressed hope 
thatit il be sorted out ths quarter. 
Meanwhile, Mr fusuf Akubonabona, 

the Nwoya District deputy chief adrmin- 
istrative officer, called upon the facili- 
tyadministrators o create a budget to 
ensure the sustainable management of 
the refurbished water system. 
“Management needs to put aside 
fundstohandle any challenges toavoid 
such pains from reoccurring {9 said. 

EBIGAMEO 

TEBITTA 
KE ANIWALY KATAMaaA 

BULI LWAKUSATU 
T SSAAWA 4 EZOLWEGULO 

FORNQU S CNITUSON 
sl customercareugug nationmedis.com 
o1l ORI 

~a


