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NUP fronts Mwiru for Speaker race

ment could compromise the institu-
tion’s neutrality.

Mr Mwiru joins a hotly comesteq
Speaker race, alongside other candi-
dates who include West Budama Cen-
tral MP Jacob Marksons Oboth (Oboth-
Oboth), Bukono Gounty MP Persis
Namuganza, Mbale City Woman MP
Lydia Wanyoto, Masindi District MP Flor-
ence Asiimwe Akiki,and Laroo-Pece MP
Norbert Mao,who is also the Democrat-

ic Party (DP) leader, among others,who
also earlier expressed interest in the po-

sition.

Former Speaker Anita Among initial- -
ly expressed interest in contestl.pg,but j_
* withdrew after a security investigation

into her wealth and conduct.

~ On Saturday, Patriotic League of Ugan-
*_da (PLU);Secretary Geperal David Ka-
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banda announced that President Mu-
seveni, the NRM party chairman and
First Son, Gen Muhoozi Kaineruga-
ba, who is also Chief of Defence Forces
(CDF), had endorsed Ohoth-Oboth for

WHO 1S MWIRU?

Mr Mwiru is a lawyer who pre-
viously represented Jinja East
Constituency in Parliament
under the Forum for Democratic
Change (FDC) party before joi-
ning NUP.

The outspoken legislatoris
known for his He is known for his
anti-corruption stance and ad-
vocacy for human rights.

spealership of the 12th Parliament, al-
though the NRM caucus is yet to make
adecision.

Mr Mwirt was unveiled yesterday af-
ter the NTJP caucus meeting attended
by nearly all NTJP MPs at the party head-
quarters in Kampala, where party legis-
lators unanimously agreed to endorse
him for the influential parliamentary
position.

NUP acting President Dr Lina Zedriga,
outgoing Opposition Chief Whip John
Baptist Nambeshe, outgoing Leader of
the Opposition in Parliarent (LOP) Joel
Ssenyonyi,and NUP legislators, handed
over a flag to Mr Mwiru to confirm his
candidacy.

Speaking shortly after his unveiling,
Mr Mwiru, a lawyer, emphasised that

_the office of the Speaker showuld repre-
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hunded.”

sent all Ugandans and not serve section-
al or partisan interests.

“The Speaker’s office is a matter that
involves all Ugandans because it is cen-
tral in providing oversight, appropria-
tion, and representation of the people,”
Mr Mrwrirn said. A

He pledged to champion accounta-
bility and restore public trust in Parlia-
ment through impartial leadership, em-
phasising that Parliamnent must remain
anational institution that serves every
Uzandan equally without discrimina-
Homn.

“We need a Speaker who will firmly
fight corruption, protect the values and
dignity of Parliament without discrim-
ination, and enstire effective sharing of
national resources,”he said.

He announct at he will officially
launch his Speaker bid on Friday at an
event expected 0 ct Opposition fig-
ures, where he is expected to outline his
vision for Parliament;
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