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meee . From financial struggles (o | 
excellence, Simon Mun- 

gudit aims toimpact 
Uganda's petroleum 
sector. 

BY JANENAFULA 

Makerere’s top male scientisi 
12 aggregates in the Primary Leaving 
Examinations, an achievement that 
paved the way for his admission to St 
Daniel Comboni's College in Nebbi, 

AROUT MUNGUDIT 

Background 
hen Simon Mungudit arrived wherehe studied from 2015 102013, | 
at Makerere University in 2021 At this stage, petroleum was not yet  Hometown: Akuru Bridgo 
to pursue a Bachelor of Science partof his dream carcer. Villags, Nyaravur Sub County, 
in Petroleum Geoscience and “I was more interested in electrical  Nobbi Distriot 

Production, he was determined to engineering; but during ALevel, I 
‘make the most of the opportunity he started developing an interest in  Primary School: Karuma 
hadeamed. leum; hesays. Primary School - scored 12 

Four years later, he graduated with a That curiosity would soon changethe  aggregatesin PLE 
CGPA of 4.76, emerging as Makerere 
University’s best performing male 
science student, and one of the top 
achievers from the College of Natural 
Sciences (CONAS) at the institution’s programmein his region. 
76th Graduation Ceremony. The scholarship covers tuition,  Scholarships: TotalEnergios 

Mungudit's journey began in Akuru scholasticmaterials, pocket moneyand  EP Uganda A-Level Scholarship, 
Bride Village, Nyaravur Sub-county, ‘medicalinsurance. Government sponsorship for ‘Nebbi Distrct where hischildhood was. “They cover everything; they even  university 
‘shaped by constant movement. prepare you before you join school. His father,Mr Thomas Oworan officer tis like having another parent. That ~ Universtty: Makerero 3 ‘withthe Uganda Wildlife Authoritywas support changed my life;"he shares. University, BSc Potroleum 
frequently transferved acros different For the Mungudit family, the  Goosciencoand Production 
conservation stations, meaning scholarship cameat acrucialmoment. ~ (2021-2025) 
Mungudits classrooms changed just as “Education has always been 
b “important to us, but financially it 

I tudied primary while staying with | was not easy, especially ALevelina 
‘my father at his workstation; wherever good school,"Mr Owor says."When he itis even more thrilling o thn 5, 
hewasigansferred. that is where  went received scholarships for the Advanced  what the future holds or me,f,, 
toschool Mungudit ecalls. Levelanduniversittrelieved a heavy  around me,and for theyou 1. Despite the frequent relocations, his burden.t gaveushopeand tabilty”  who hope to follow asimjsr . 
‘academic promise shone early. His mother, Ms Lily Grace Obewun, P h 
AtKaruma Primary School,he scored reflects on the silent concems many Emerging as the bes; 

parents carry about their children’s  male science studen 
education. student in Petroleu 
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courseof hislife. 
After Senior Four, Mungudit applied 

for the TotalEnergies EP Uganda 
A-Level Scholarship, a well-known 

“Before the scholarship, I worried 
about how we would sustain his 
education;”she says"When he received 
it, I felt hope. It was as if someone 
had stepped in to support our child's 

ture 
At AlLevel, Simon studied Biology, 

Chemistry, and Mathematics. His 
strong performance earned him 
government sponsorship to pursue 
Petroleum Geoscience and Production 
atMakerere University. 
Universitylife 

University life brought both 
opportunityand challenge. 
As the coursework intensified, 

particularly in areas like 

Socondary School: St Danis| 
Comboni's College, Nebbi 
(2015-2018) 

anunexpectedand 
for Simon. 
“I'm eager to jojy 

growth, Mungudit s 
intertwined with natid ) 

development. o 
“Thesectorisstill growing; being part 

of it means contributing to nationat 
oz hesays, 
Hisutmate dreamistobuilda care 

in the petroleum industry and 
back to the ecosystem that helpes 
nurturehisjourney. 

Mungudit also emphasises t; 
reservoirengineering,Simon value of mentorship 
relied on teamwork and suidance. 
disciplinetonavigate the “Without the suppe: 
programme’s demands. from my lecturers, ¢ 
It needed teamwork study group, and t 

and serious discussion; internships, 1 woy 

it is not a course you 
can manage alone,” he 
s, 
Throughout the four 

‘years,his study group became 
alifeline, along with the support 
of committed lecturers who guided 
him through the complexities of the 
petroleunvalue chain. 
Beyond the classroom, Mungudit 

gained hands-on experience through 
internships with TotalEnergies EP 
Uganda and the Uganda National Oil 
Company (UNOC). 
“The nrartical prnanira de— 

MUNGUDITS 
GGPA 

not have been abl: 
understand the practe: 
and theoretical aspec: ¢ 

the field. It is not justa-x 
grades; itis about preparisy 

contribute meaningfully to Uga: 
energy sector; he shares. 
He urges other students, espec 

those from remote areas like N 
to seize opportunities and rer iz 
committed. 
“Where you come from should 1 

limit your dreams, With hard v 
. mentorship, and opportunit | 
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