n UCC defends social mediablockade

BY IVAN OKUDA - Twitter and WhatsApp as well as

editorial@ug.nationmediacom ~ mobile money platforms finorderto -

avert imminent attdck by terrorist
KAMPALA. Uganda Communica-  groups,” Mr Mutabazi said without

~ - tions Commission (UCC) yesterday . giving specifics of the claimed loom-

-admitted it had received instruc- ing terrorist attack. Police has been
tions from secunty agencies to accusedwrdelyby opposition politi-

- . disable access to social media sites  cians of using the threat of terror

- and slow down internet but added  attacks to justify a clampdown on

itwas, “in the interest of the wider . = opposition activities and trampleon -

public, their safety and property”. - fundamental rights and freedomsin
- ‘Human rights lawyers and presi- the name of national security. UCC

dential contender Amama Mbabazi  cited the example of France where

took exception to the excuse argu- . some websites were blocked follow-
ing the move was typical of dlcta-' mg the 2015 attack in Paris.

torships and denied c1tlzens access “Human- rlghts Iawyer Ladrslaus ey
toinformation. Rwakafuum said yesterday “T don’t'_f s
Inastatementreleased yesterday buy that eXpIanatron because it " -
UCC executive director Mr Godfrey-~ ¢omes. agamst the background ofan * -
- Mutabazi quoted section 5(1)(b). attempt at stopping peoplefromgo- -
- “and () of the UCC Act 2013, which - ifg to polling stations with phones.
- heargued empowered the regulator -and sorne people seeking redressin -

""""

" to direct telecommunication-com- - court” adding;*“Uganda has gone

' ‘panies and internet service provid- - through phases ‘of’ v101ence even

ers to “curb further proliferation of ~before sacial medra was ‘abundant -

.- -harmful content on the mternet ahd andm any case  the” average cost of

-~ The statement comes after Pre51-, few. peop]e have, SO those who

-~ dentMuseveni, asked by Journahsts “throw stones: don’t even use social -
|~ after he cast his ballot in Kiruhura . medla o ¥
: = District, Justlﬁed the limitatior of Speaklng to Sunday Monztor 1n"”
. "accessto the internet, citing misuse- a brief interview hours after police

_- . of the same. “Upon advice of secu- " deployed at his residence inKololo,
ity agencres UCC on. February 17 -~ Mr.Amama Mbabaz1 ‘condemned L
- directed operators to Jimit access UCC’s -actions, ‘saying they denied e
10" socral media and moblle money:-. “acitizens access to information but . . -

e e

Ry platforms by reducmg bandvmdth added “that Is: how d1ctatorsh1ps '

for social mEdla 1 such as Facebook behave 1o
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