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Parliament Rules of
Procedure detail the
framework and judicial
oversight done in the
process.

BY ARTHUR ARNOLD WADERO

embers of the 12th Parliament

convene today at the Kololo

Ceremonial Grounds to elect

their Speaker and Deputy
Speaker for the next five years.

Mr Timothy Chemonges, the exec-

How Speaker, Depul
wnll be elected today

B /

utive director of the Centre for Policy - - -

Analysis (CEPA), which oversees Par-
liament Watch that in turn monitors
House proceedings, says this will be
the first business conducted in the 12th
Parliament.

This implies no other business shall
be conducted until the Speaker and
Deputy are elected.

“While politics and party interests

usually play a big role, the actual elec- v
tion is supposed to follow a clear consti-

tutional and procedural path,”he says.
&Qualiﬁest.ovote?

In essence, the exercise will have 528
eligible voters out of the expected 529

new MPs. This means the voting pool

will be one member short since Kala- -

ngala District Woman MP-elect Helen
Nakimuli died on April 19 and has not
been replaced.

The voting pool is drawn from the
newly elected MPs,who include District

and City Woman MPs, plus five MPsrep-
resenting each of the Special Interest -

Groups (SIGs) of Workers, Persons with
Disabilities (PWDs), Youth, Older Per-

sons, and another 10 for the Uganda

People’s Defence Forces (UPDF).

The election of the Speaker and Depu- '

ty are set out in Chapter Six of the 1995

Constitution,under Article 82(2),which

states: “The Speaker and Deputy Speak-
er shall be elected by Members of Par-
liament from among their number.”
Administration of Parliament Act
=out the Rules of Procedure of Par-

business is conducted.

tary :

Rule 5 and 6 of the Rules of Procedure
of Parliament detail the framework |
. ested in serving as Speaker of the 12th

and judicial oversight done in the pro-

Former Speaker Anita Among presades over the 11th Parliament. Voting for new leaders will be the ﬂrstbusmess
conducted in the 12th Parliament today. PHOTO/ FILE

cess, stipulate the nomination grounds
ofacandidate,and outline the qualities '
to be met for someone to be deemedel- |

igible.
- These rules also show the voting pro-

cess and how an elected person as-
sumes the office of the Speaker and |
Deputy. For instance, the rule not only |
prohibits anyone serving as Vice Presi- |
dent,Prime Minister,and Minister from |

vying for the said position but also
bars publicly campaigning or soliciting
votes through their agents.

. Election of Speaker, Deputy

This process will, according to the dic- |
. tates in Rule 5(5) of Procedure of Parlia- |
liament with a set of guidelines thatde-
fine the processes and how parliamen-

ment,be presided over by the Chief Jus-
tice Flavian Zeija.

The presiding officer will then official- |
ly kick-start the election process by in-
viting nominations of candidates inter-
! tion of the exact number of eligible vot-

- ‘suggested, the proposer is ex-

. from among themselves, the nomina- |

Parliament. This will be done by MPs  ers or MPs present.
present in the House.
For every candidate that will be

are empty, before they are

. pected to read out the candi- sealed ahead of the vot-
date’s background, experi- ing process. The Clerk
ence on legislative matters, proceeds to invite and
anmakfiesg:)w yglupgs th;llt issue ballot papers to

the proj candi- eligible MPs physical-
d%sdﬁl&en be second- MPS EuGlBLE lypx?ent,whout.:le_ngo
- on and express their se-
ed by another MP who sup- TU VUTE cret choice on that ballot
ports the nomination. before it is cast into the bal-
“Members nominate candidates lot box.

This process goes on for all the availa-
ble directly elected MPs and ends when
the presiding officer declares the vot-

tion must be seconded, and the person |
nominated must accept,”Mr Chemon-

| gessaid. ing frame closed.
| Once closed, the Clerk to Parliament
Voting process then does a physical loud count of the

This process starts with the Clerk to | votes cast in full view of everyone pres-
Parliament doing an on-site verifica- |
' edagent.

LT

ltxsatthnsstagematbaumbomaxe
brought, verified to show they

3 ddecnnghnsorhendqmyth:sanﬂ-

toampwofthevounspmwssumg
- fresh ballot papers until the vote causes
. asplittodeterminethewinner. -

“After that, the Speaker takes the cath

R\:les(m)ofthemﬂaofnoged\neof

. Parliament states: “The oath of Speak-
' er or Deputy Speaker shall be adminis-

tered by the President or a person au-

. thorized by the President.

Upon taking the oath, the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker will then be presented
with the Mace, the Uganda flag, the Coat

of Arms, the Speaker’s robes, the Consti-
| tution of Uganda, and the Rules of Pro-

cedure of Parliament.

Rule 11 of the Rules of Procedure dic-
tates that “where one person is nomi-
nated, he or she shall be declared elect-

- ed and conducted to the Speaker’s
ent and before a candidate’s designat-

Chair”
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