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Incentive. Ms Kadaga said some
donors are discouraged by the taxes.

BY HENRY LUBULWA
editorial@ug.nationmedia.com

KALANGALA. The Speaker of Par-
liament, Ms Rebecca Kadaga, has
said government should reduce or
even scrap taxes on imported health
equipment.

She said some donors are discour-
aged by the taxes.

“I and two former MPs Fred Badda
and Mathias Kasamba received free
equipment from Medshare Inter-
national. We also got free shipping
from Coca-Cola. But the government
through the Ministry of Finance are
still hesitant to let us get the equip-
ment tax-free,” Ms Kadaga said.

The Speaker was speaking while
inspecting a Shsl.4 billion health
equipment donation by Medshare,
an international humanitarian or-
ganisation, in Kalangala Town at
the weekend.

In 2013, Ms Kadaga together with
Mr Badda and Mr Kasamba went to
Medshare International in Atlanta
to solicit maternal health and infant
care assistance. They received 20

Wakiso residents eautioned on hird flu. Wakiso District health_ m‘ficials havg asked_ residgnts
to take precautionary measures to avoid the spread of bird fluin the district. Speaking during an im-

promptu district disaster management committee meeting last week, Dr Patrick (_inrje. the_ d_istrict :
production officer, said the virus can still be spread by migratory birds. However, dlstnct.of'fluals are
trying hard to prevent its spread to domestic birds and humans. [Joseph Kiggundu, Monitor]

Kadaga asks govt to scrap
taxes on medical equipment

Aid. Speaker Rebecca Kadaga (2nd right) and Health minister Ruth Aceng
(Infront) inspect the health equipment at the weekend. pHOTO BY HENRY LUBULWA

equipment include infant warm-
ers, delivery beds, fetal scanners,
oxygen concentrators, electrical

containers of medical equipment to
distribute across the country.
Some of the donated medical

surgery units, anesthetic units, lab
equipment and wheelchairs.

She answered critics who ques-
tion her frequent travel abroad,
saying she only goes to solicit as-
sistance. ;

“All those who think I waste peo-
ple’s money on such movements are
stupid,” she added.

Dr Jane Ruth Aceng, the Minister
for Health, applauded those who en-
sured safe delivery of the equipment
and urged leaders in Kalangala Dis-
trict to jealously protect the equip-
ment and to ensure the intended
beneficiaries access them.

Kalangala District chairperson
Willy Lugoloobi, appealed to the
Speaker to ensure that Parliament
allocates resources for the purchase
of a marine ambulance to assist pa-
tients in the islands.
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