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Kabalega Museuln
would he greal

e soud of a place often
Tves i its stories (e
Emones preserved
and the moments (hat
shapedits peaple South
Afncaoffers a vivid ex

ample in Soweto, where his
lory breathes through every
street 1twas here on hine 16
1976, that students protesting
the intraduetion of Afrikaans
as alanguage of instriction
Weremet with deadly force

Mhemage captured by jour
nalist Sam Nzima of 13-year
old Hector Pieterson being
caried by a fellow student
V]lllnlll.xsialrrmnninglm
sidde theimn in anguish, hecame
anenduring symbol of re
sistance. His mermnory is pre
served through the Hector i
elerson Museumn, a cultr-
al adraction in Orlando Wesl,
50 W0, in Nelson Mandela's
hometown.

Just as Soweto holds the
emotional heart of South Af-
rica’s struggle, Bunyoro Ki-
tara holds its own rich reser-
voir of history whose full sto-
Iy has yel to be curated. At the
centre of this legacy is Omuka-
ma Chwa II Yohana Kabale-
ga,a leader whose life is in-
separable from the identity of
Bunyoro, As Uganda prepares
for ransformational growth

Kabalega's le-
| gacy offers a
powerful nar-
rative that can
enrich tourism,
|ile commu-
nities, and ins-
(il pride...

\

| through the oil and gas sector,

‘ much of which is rooted in the

| region, this is an opportune

‘ moment to ensure Kabalega’s
legacy becomes something
tangible and enduring for
generations to come.

World leaders like Winston

Churchill have been immor-

| lalised through museums,

| films, biographies, heritage

! tnils,and international part
nerships. Kabalega deserves
similar recognition. Although
the Kabalega Foundation has
begun this work through a
published biography, there
remains an urgent need for
deeper documentation, Most
Ugandans know Kabalega on-

anh, Very little is known
E‘ti‘ulul his |‘1Ic|':mlmlll‘/ Jig 1
leresls s lighter moments
o ||Il:|)lllliJ5U|)|llu5|hu| -
ed him

Ihe story of the Abarisit
[ Kabalegas elite Aghters, s
equally compelling Hnwdlfl
akingdom armed with rudi
menlar Y 'Nt‘il[)“lls I!IHI]:IKE
{0y resist (he British for eight
yearst How were the fomes
organiged? Who are the (ie,
scendants of these wartiors
foday? The Myangire Rehel
lion, which Kabalega ‘Lihampl-
oned, rernains one of [he most
pavierful examples of efi-
ance against colonial dormi-
nation in Bast Africa, These
are stories that,if prt perty e
searched and presented, coul
draw historians, (ourists, sti-
dents,and cultural enthisk
asts from far beyond Uganda.

The creation of historical ]
sites linked o Kabalega's life
would offer both econom:
ic and cultural benefits. His
hirthplace, the lacations of S1g-
nificant battles, escape roles,
and meeting points could
form a heritage trail,as in
countries that have invested
in documenting their histor-
ical figures. Even long-stand-
ing rumours, such as whether
Kabalega fathered the found-
ing father of Kenya, Jormno Ken-
yatta, present opportunities
for scholarly inquiry and pub-
lic interest.

The Bunyoro Kingdom is al-
ready working Lo repatriate
significant artefacts,including
the Nyamyaro throne, from
museums in the United King-
dom.Scholars like Dr Sarmu-
el Kahunde have dedicated
years Lo researching Bunyoro’s
royal music and dance tradi-
tions. Many recordings made
inthe late 1940s and 19508 by
Klaus Wachsmann rernain
preserved at Makerere Uni-
versityincluding amakondere
trumpet melodies, entim-
bodrum rhythms, children’s
play songs from Buseruka,
and sounds from instruments
such as the engwaara, ensee
gu,and entimbo.

As the oil and gas sector re-
shapes Uganda's economic fu-
ture, especially in Bunyoro, it
isessential that the region’s
cultural identity grows along:
sideits economic prospects,
Kabalega's legacy offers a pow-
E'l'ful mmtlve that can en-
rich tourism, unite comimuni-
ties,and instl pride in the gen-
erations that will inherit this
new chapter of prosperity. A

dhalega museum, as a lega-
¢Y project from the revenues,
would not only preserye histo.
rybut also reconnect visitors
10 atime when courage, resil-
lence, and leadership defined
tl\e_lungd.om's response Lo co-
lonial pressure,
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