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Last Friday, Uganda National Examinations Board releaged 2017 Ft’rl—
mary Leaving Examination results of thousands of candidates. Bu

as the excitement of those who passed highly dies out gnd the tearg
of those who failed dry up, what is the meaning of true mtel‘hgenci.
Can standardised tests be used to measure one's true intelligence?

BY DESIRE MBABAALI
editorial@ug.nationmedia.com

ne among many students’ concerns

Ois: the examinations. You either pass

or fail. Therecently released Primary

Leaving Examinations (PLE) results have

certainly left pupils in different categories.

The perceived ‘intelligent’ pupils passed

- the exams and the less intelligent failed - if
we are to go by the standards of ma ny.

Joan, astudent at Standard High School,
Zana is has had problems with passing ex-
aminations since primary school.

While in primary, she was always pro-
moted on trial, or made to repeat classes.
That - to her teachers, parents and peers,
‘put her in the category of ‘non-intelligent’
learners.

ButBenjamin Rukwengye, founder Teach
for Uganda, says national examinations are
simply a measure of memorisation - which
is the lowest skill if one is to look at higher
order thinking.

“Students are passed/failed based on
how they can remember and reproduce
content; not if they understand, compre-
hend and apply it - which is the purpose
of education and learning,” Rukwengye as-
serts, adding that in the end, schools, par-
ents and students celebrate results without
asking if children learnt anything at all.

On thg contrary, Evelyn Nabakka, 4 par--
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ent, says exams, to some extent are a mé‘rdt-
sure of one’s intelligence. “A bright su{dcnt
passes exams and one who is not does nt) -
Fxams may not be the yardstick for mea-
suring intellect, but they are able to echoa
student’s intellect,” Nabakka says.

But Joan believes an exam shou'!d not
be enough to prove one’s intellect.. Some
students practice exam malpractice, c;t}]:—
ers just cram to pass - that does notm ‘e
them more intelligent,” she says. She also
notes that so-called weak students ma.y
have their own areas of strength that are
not necessarily academic.

Success in life )

Daniel Zuchowski, an imerzmtmnnl‘au‘-
thor and educationist, notes: “First ot all,
school exams definitely do not measure
intelligence. Intelligence is not a r(-ﬂc"c-
tion of knowledge. However, the more n-
telligent you are, the easier it is to acquire
knowledge, and the easier it is for one toI
be successful in different aspects of life,’
he says.

He also points out how the most intel-
ligent people in the world are people who
do not have formal education.

“The key, however, is to make those ex-
ams reflect the true and practical knowl-
edge possessed by a student. Making a

student memorise lists of facts, without -,

' ‘the Knowledge bf how' those facts can be
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.od ip real life, is an intolerable waste
app‘hec{z:gdr?g:;n])lurces,” Zuchowski adds
of t;m‘fe Rebecca Senkumba, ateacher at g,
ME;y?g Secondary School Namngoma' says,
«National examinations do very little in
measuring a student’s intellect. PO,]L'Y. Wisa,

ever, we cannot talk about changing oy
2\?:1’1 removing national ESSG_SSITV'I'E:IIT SXams
without talking about chq.ngl‘ng, 11_;_,3!—?,‘.1]_.&
the learning process - which shoul ‘E‘;-n]""“
both the student and the teachez_- c-'m iDut-
i'ng. The aim of the asse:;elrl_em‘tv.-,‘f}_m o
has its own issues) only reflects how sicy,
the learning process 1s.

Onesmus Oyesigye. the exe_ac-]?{y? sec
retary - Uganda Busmes.\“ Technical
Examination Board. says the relevance o
standardised examinations \n.'zt;:\.ns.; as-
sessment) is to create a (ir equal assess-
ment of o student’s academic progress that
may not be given at an individual school
institutional level.

AL universities, some graduates are
awarded first class degrees because of the
tradition of just passing students, That is
partly why some of the ;._z:m'[u;uos cannot
express themselves, You ;1:\d a student who
has passed, but not sl.n(lmc!. Such gaps jus-
tify the need for national assessment be-

anda

cause it provides a fair and equal way of

assessment.”

And like Ronald Mayanja, the chief ex-
ecutive office of Ability Explored, a skills
advocacy organisation says when you look
at successful people in socicety today, they
are not exactly those whowere bright in the
classroom but people who were vibrant in

* societyandhave weaved their way tarougi:
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