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By Ry anthnnnwn

}\'L- ane deop iy fhe dighial ape.
lum\nlnm IS 1 A alimnst owry
et of hum:m'\m- So b best can
W hiamess (e Power ol technology 1y
Imprny Iraming iy schoal?

AN nivatie sohitlon; e Yauka
Digiral Leaming Network, which shone
IS years Afyicn Prize fiy Engincering
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The netwark wyg developed n 2015

= Ulimare Multimedia Consult, ledt by
Gerald Hmmn‘. A milinmedi |‘n|n|.||l\i.
who also by \ectumer of digital jourmaliamy

and mulimedia Prodhiction an Makenere
University

Hindy Nabulumby, the

caming  Netvork's g
Who representad Uliumate Multimedia
Consult in the COMPCUon, explains oy
the platform wirks,

“This digital leaming platform (s based
on the Ugandan syllabus |y can be used
by teachers and leamers 10 share and
s academic content. The conteny

S I multimedia form: video, audio and
ERphics” she says

Yoaka Digil
nd - manager,

Interactive platform

T=Oncof the biggest features of the nenwork
I8 that it is interactive, so the different
usens can share experienees.

"We designed the platform 10 make
Ic;nnmg interacive. One can interact on
the Yaaka network the way one does on
Facehook, but only for academics. One
@n even send a friend nequest on the
network”™ Nabulumba explains.

“If you are a snwdent from Jinja, you
are able to interact with someone from
Moo and together, you can help

cxch other 1o understand what you are
leaming®

.. nternet connection
“The beauty about this platform s that
it is available online ang oflline. To
use it online, you must have aceess to
Intemet and 10 be ahle 10 access content
offline, you have to come 10 our offices,”
Nabulumba explains,

The plaform is sull only web-based,
but the team s working on more ways
of making content readily available 1o
different users. A mobile application for
the network is also in the offing

Accessing the conten, online is free,
but since it is a sodal enlerprise, one
will need to part with some money if
one wants o download the content. The
charges per downloads depend on the
classes, for example, for P4p$mcnl. the
charge is sh30,000,

“=Yaaka content
The content on the platform is designed
by professional and qualified tcachers,

“We got some of the best teachers in
the country 10 help us come up with
content and the ofhicials a1 the Natignal

=

Nalumba (centre) and Yaaka team mebers at the Africa Prl

they had envisioned, Nabulumba, who
represerited the team in the UK says
Initall, they did not have high hopes in
the project's in the competition,
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The Africa Prize is meant to encourage
talented sub-Saharan African innovators
to develap local solutions 1o challenges in
their communities,
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Previous awards

Yaka has  won Niger 3'3 T(:hme'
Elumelu  Foundation  an n
Annual  Communication  [nnoval

Awards (ACIA) organised sed bymlé%::i)nda
Commurications Comumission d.h 5
With such success, Nabulumba an
team are dreaming hig. The le.;rlnMv;a‘:ﬁ
rk to be rolled out to 21 A
gfxrr:;"‘: and are already in the km:hen
cooking a solution for neighbouring
da- &
Kt;-_n’lg il;dlﬁ‘\;[’a;k a fim foundation Tﬁn
home turfis the top priority as of xww.B az
team wants to equip as many schoo

What they say about Yaaka
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o, team leader,
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edback we e, many

frers ise our materials arn
o while many students are
[I.“lll‘c?lu.«wlmz noted, aslmments
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tist Wasswa, parent
Jﬂ:«: Ii':lsm my som when he ws
nr e Is now In S2. We: used ta
in |IZ}..uuh the areas that mm'r, i
l:I"--lr o hirm ancl he passed well,
When he Joined S 1,1 founed the
Whm-rk useful In subjeets such g
m"wl'rurc in English and commerce,
"lc",‘ anly disappointed tht conteny
:i::::&.hnlml drawini was not

avallable.

Gerald
Yaaka
From (he

|, teacher
JOH(T Y'l‘.l‘;(':g uscful platform for my
I l'mk ,{‘ a primary school teacher of
mﬂ studies and Enelish language,
[ use the network to chieck and
e are notes with other teachers, |
f;:;,f we get more of such platforms,

g Bidmnrnemy Corriene

s for Ugandan primary schools
blet displaying course:
A Yaaka androld ta

of the £10,000 (about sh47m

gn?g;g:pmelt[ﬂm Prize, lhz; Yaaka Digjla|
Learning Network has andther 810000 |
(about sh36m) gal from  previoys
competitions and well-wishers in h
hank. To roll out the network throughay
the country, Nabulumba says they wj||
need $100,000 (about sh360m). s

Nabulumba, a journalist by training,
has a word of caution to teachers looking
forward to using this network to improye
performance in their schools; do no
forget your roles. {

“Even with such digital platforms, (he
role of teacher never changes, Leamers

i " she says,
possible with computers so that they can  still need teachers,” she says
Innovations were selected Businge sy digitd  leaming  access the nemwork on their campuses.
Curriculum Development Cenyre helped  from eight countries across Aftica: South  platforms topping UK's Alrica Prize for s TOP
us design the content. We wan; teachers  Affica, Mozambique, Uganda, Kenya, Engineering Innovation in a coniinent- Challenges A
and leamers in the Turdl schools 10 have  Tanzania, Ghana, Cameroon and Nigeria  wide contest judged by global experts Schools that would hardierEd S r e
00885 10 the same content as those in the for the Africa Prize this year. shows the increasing realisation of the plaform are financially Ih’l;t the . Even with such digital platforms,
urban schools Ofthe 16 innovations, four finalists, from ~ pje technology can play in improving They do not have computers 50 choals  the role of teacher never
Uganda, Kenya, South Africa and Nigeria  education and beter life for people. platform can be installed in their s Oom changes. Learners still need
Blg dreams made it 1o the finals, Nigeria's Godwin ~ *The win by Yaaka and Tineria further and cannot afford to access to the contel teachers."_ Hindu Nabulumba, ,
What started as an application to look for  Benson of Tuteria walked away with the underscores the importance of helping  online as well. - , had Yaaka Digital Learning Network s
possible funding 10 adyance the Yaaka  grand prize of £25,000 (bout sh117m),  students and teachers 10 leam and wain W are sl limited by capital If we brand manager.
Digital ing Nemork project tumed  while Yaaka network 8ot £10,000 (about  from anywhere, anytime on any digital enough money, we would have“mred
out 1o be something much berer than ~ sh47m) as runners- yp, eadget” says Businge. many schools across the country. e
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