...... —onramusioikain Kigwere Village,

arver v JTTIRSTIC VIDION GO,

earnn rreaan WS NAVE contributed

tothetrend by failing to deter offenders.

“This trend of mob justice is due to the

B
and deride to take matters into their
own hands,” said Samue] Mwidu, a lo-
calleader.
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Will new trade order bear fruits in Mbale City?

—

BY YAHUDU KITUNZI

MBALE CITY. The leadership of
e City has intensified an enforce-

m tion aimed at evicting street
vel and removing illegal structures
in a move intended to restore order. Of-

ficials say this will strengthen the collec-

tion of local revenue collection.
The operation,spearheaded by city au-

thorities together with law enforcement
agencies, including the Uganda Police

Force and the Uganda People’s Defence
Forve (UPDF), targets vendors operating
along streets, road reserves, and pedes-

tnanwam'mm:yto city regula-
R}rmmﬁﬁnalmeet vending,un-

authorised taxi stages, and boda boda
riders operating in unregulated spaces
have dominated major streets in Mbale

City.
While this informal economy provides

livelihoods for thousands,city leaders ar-

gue it has also undermined revenuemo-

bilisation efforts.
The Town Clerk for the Industrial City

Geoffrey Mugisa said thein-

Division,Mr
formal nature of street trade hasmade it
difficult totrack and collect revenue.

“Many vendors operating along road

reserves and pavements reportedly do
not pay daily market dues, trading li-
cence fees or operational permits, Be-
cause they operate outside designated
markets, revenue officers often strug-
gle to assess their businesses or enforce
compliance"Mr Mugisa szid.
According to him, the trade order is di-

rectly linked to revenue collection.“If
traders operate from gazetted markets,
it becomes easier to register them, assess

what they owe and ensure accountabili-
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. Essential services
Local governments depend on inter-

nally generated revenue to fund essen-

tial services such as road maintenance, -

waste management, market sanitation

and publiclighting. When collectionsfall

z short,service delivery suffers.

Now, with enforcement teams pa-

. trolling the central business district and

traders being directed to gazetted mar-
kets such as Mbale Central Market, Ku-
mi Road Market, Bugwere Road Market,
and Kikindu Market, a critical question
emerges: will the new trade order trans-
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An enforcement team from Mbale City demolish a butcher shop on Bugwere Road Market in Industrial City Division
last week. The authorities claim the structures were constructed illegally, PHOTO/YAHUDU KITUNZI

late into increased local revenue, or will
it disrupt fragile urban livelihoods with-
out delivering financial gains?

Mr Ivan Okech, an economist, said
Uganda's urban workioree is heavily de-
pendent on the informal sector.

“Street vending, small retail trade and
transport services absorb large numbers

of youth and women who lack access to
formal employment.”he said.

Mr Okech added that enforcernent
alone is insufficient, noting that success-
ful revenue growth depends on long-
term planning, adequate market infra-
structure, transparency in collections
and trust between traders and authori-
tes.

Public order and investment drive

The Elgon Regional Police Spokesper-
son, Mr Rogers Taitika, maintamned that
the operation is necessary not only for
revenue but also for public order, secun-
ty and investrent attraction.

Mr Tom Wambi, a trader in Bugwere
Road Market, warned that aggressive en-
forcement may affect vulnerable groups,
particularty women, youth and single
parents,who depend on daily earnings.

“Without structured transition sup-
port,including affordable market stalls,
sanitation facilities,storage space and ac-
cess to microfinance, displaced traders
may struggle to rebuild their business-
es.”"Mr Wambi said.

The Deputy Resident City Commis-
sioner in charge of the Northern City
Division in Mbale City, Mr Yahaya Were,
said: *“The operation is not meant to
punish traders but to ensure that busi-
ness activities are concucted in designat-
ed areas”™

Mr Michael Wakou, the Mbale City
head of enforcement, added that the ex-
ercise will continue until all streets are
cleared of illegal rading activities.
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