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Growing trend. International 
schools are among the biggest 
“uccoss stories of the early 21t 

, with theit reach now entur 
O tending 10 almost overy corner oxtonc 
of the globe. 

Y JOSEPH KATO 

ackson Taban Is a 12th yoar 
INadent at Vienna College, 
Namugongo, an interational 

Shioui in Kia Municipaliy, Wakiso 
stict 
Dt foined Vienna College 
in Yoar Eight after leaving one of the ordinary secondary schools in 
Kampala. 
Ll‘;{:‘”&ws he was enticed to switch L0/am international school by friends 
‘e aiways intimated to him about 
the spacious and conducive en- 
Vironment in the. international 
schools. 
Tabon, now guild president of Vi- 
enna College, says he has not been 
Jesppointed bywhat he has found 
at the school. 

+1'\vas told that in international 
schools, students interact with 
teachers like they are talking to 
friends and peers. | have experi- 
enced this because our teachers 
are like our brothers and sisters. 
We interact and challenge each 
other on several sstes,” he says. 
Taban adds that they st less than 

25 in a class that would otherwise 
be occupied by more than 50 stu- 

dents in local schools. 
Besides, he says, every classroom 

is set with both visual and audio 
fadilties such as projectors, screens 
and speakers. 
Taban's story and experience 

is what has continued attracting 
many parents and students o in- 
ternational schools. 
Mr Mohammed Kakiika, the 

head teacher Vienna College 
Namugongo, says international 
schools make learning interesting 
by offering a unique environment 
for students. 

Benefits 
“International schoaling con- 

tinues 1o gain a reputation for of- 
fering children 2 unique form of 
education that is characterized by 
<elf-discovery and innovation,” Mr 
Kakika says. 
“We encourage at most 25 stu- 

dents per class where 2 teacher 
can be able to interact with them 
on 2 one-one approach. There are 
also lessons we take out of cass to 
break the monotony and follow-up 
lessons usually after school. Our 
junior classes are usualy atiractive 
with students’ own projects dis- 
played in many colours,” he adds. 

“There is no issue of giving 
notes. But there is seli-discovery. 
Even the kinds of assignment we 
give make a student to main re- 
search. A student is given points 

and encouraged 1o do research. 
A student is encouraged to bring 
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international schools because of diverse opportunities they offer. miorosywchecseiis 

new things.” 
He sayssince the classes are well orgarised, students leam by simu- lation of cifferent parts of the heart You can clearly see. As a teacher you must be able to find out new things. If you used my notes for four years ago, there s a possibility that your children willfail.~ Mr Harunnah — Setysbule, a teacher of Chemistry and Physics at Kabojja International School, says such schools ensure holisic devel- opment of chcren 
“There s 3 lot of flexibilty in the choice o subjects up 10 A Level 1 is possible for a student to take o combination of subjects from sci. ences and humanities but with 2 focus on a future profession,” he says. 
Mr Mathew Okumu Onguien, the head of academics, says there s a 

lot of interactive leaing “When there is a discussion they 
just change tables; It is no hamn for 
astudentto learn from a colleague. 1fthe two of you pass because you 
have discussed, it i well," he s3ys. 

“We may ali be in Senior Four 
when my paper is for one and half 

hours while the other is for three 
hours. If | want to be an engineer 
1 should not be subjected to the 
same paper with the other who 
wants to be a jouralist. You can 
specialise when you are in Senior 
Five.” 
“Leaningin interational schools 

is conducive because you can 
it for your papers when you are 
ready. For instance, if you are do- 
ing seven subjects, you can sit for 
three and do the others when you 
are ready,” Mr Ongwen adds. 
Mr Kakilka says: “You miss a pa- 

per, the examiners can come back 
at the school and they get records 
of what happened and the student 
would be given full grade. We must 
recognise the circumstances. 

Unique features 
He 2dds that the leaming envi- 

fonment is spacious and conduc- 
ing in intemational schools be- 
cause we give a variety of skils 
A student doing sciences will alsa 
have knowledge on economic and 
project planning. That s why today 
you find doctors are being man- 
3ged by swdents who were poor 

performers because they did proj- 
ect planning. 
"At Vienna College, we offer a 

conducive study environment be- 
cause a child goes back home ev- 
ery time they feel lice. We are not 
50 strict like it is the case in local 

THE NUMBERS 
The 2017 Global Report 
indicates that, as of December 
2016, there were almost 45 
million students attending over 
8,600 international schools in 
virtually every country of the 
‘world, with the vast majority 
of student enrolment being 
local children aiming for higher 
education in the West. In 
U%sr&da, there is an estimated 
3,000 students studying in . 
international schools. All over 
the world, there are about 
5,700 international schools 
teaching more than 2.5 millon 
students, and by 2020 the 
gredkt n is for more than 
1,000 intern: 

with over five mi 
nal schools 

n students. 

a robotics lesson. Many parents are turning to 

schools. A child may be homesick 
and needs just to spend a day vith 
the parents,” Mr Kakiika says. 
Citing an example of Vienna Col- 

lege where classes end at 320pm, 
Mr Kakiika says the learning for 
mat in international schools also 
enables students to have time for 
activities such as chatting on social 
media and engaging in co-curricu- 
far activities. 
The conducive environment en- 

ables the learners have time for 
leisure. Because there are few stu- 
dents in a class room, the lessons 
end early. “You come to study af- 
ter lunch and lessons end at 3:20, 
You may go to the dormitory and 
change for sports or go pick your 
phone and spend some time on 
social media,” Mr Kakiika says. 

Like Taban explains that he has 
never been scolded by the teachers 
or caned, Mr Kakiika says teachers 
are friendly. 
“You do not need to be rude. 

You do Aot need scold at a stu- 
dent because of bad handwriting 
butyou have to take time and read 
what has been written because you 
afew students.” 
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