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BUIKWE, Prolonged water st 
fon in Mabira Porest has 

raseq 

Serh among ensironmental 
aujon 

ities, with floodin
g threatening 

.nr 

Toot systems of indigenous 
trees o 

erupting the delcate balance
 of 1 

7 and fauna that dep
end on the n:‘ 

ecosystem. 
‘Officials say the problerm is large) 

caused by blocked culverts along 
Kampala-Jinja highway

, which ha, 3 

revented natural drainag
e. As 3 Y 

Eilt ater has aceumulated
 i parts o 

the forest,directly affecting
 vegetatip, 

{rees,and wildlifehabita
ts 

Tuwo areas have been particularly o1 
fected. The frstisnear thesit

e where., 
pilgrim was buried, befs 

bira Police Station, towards
 Kam 

The second i at Kinoni, past th
e polce 

tation, where stagnant waler has e 
harmingsome treespeces. 

‘Mr Abudala Ssenyonea, a boda ho. 
darider from Kitigoma n Njer

u Munic 

{pality said the problem bega
n during 

P admainten
ance works carried o by 

{he Ministry of Works and Tran
sport 

Justifcation. 
Water stagnation 
inMabira Forestis 
cregting an ecological 

imbalence and threate- 

sing the root systems of natural
 

fross, W earlier held an urgent 
engagement with the 

Ministry 

of Works, and they have
 com- 

© tted to unblocking the choked 

culverts;”Aldon Walukamba, PRO 

forforestry at Ministry of Water
 

«When they vere doing mainte- 
‘nance on the road, graders pushed 
‘heavy soil and pieces oftarmac into the 
waterways leading o the culverts,co 
pletely blocking the drainage system,” 
hesaid. 
“Now during heavy ains, water oW 

ing from the surrounding hills loods 
the affected sections because it canno 
longer pass through the drainage chan- 
nels” 
‘The road repairs that caused the cul- 

Verts to become blocked began with 
emergency and maintenance works 
from ate Novermber 2024 into early De- 
cember 2024,con:inuing with further 

ir phases in May and June 2025. 
‘Mr Aloysius Kitovu, a boda boda rid 

er at Kinoni stage said motorists often 
stop along the roadside to observe the 
stagnant water and ask how long the 
problem has persisted. 

Mr Allan Ssempebwa, a senior coil 
‘munications officerat the Works minis 
try acknowledged the problem, noting 
thata teamhad been assigned toassess 
the situation and unblock the culverts 
“The ministry is committed, and & 

team will go on the ground to address 
the problem and restore proper drain 
agein thearea”Mr Ssempebwa said. 
‘Mr Aldon Walukamba, the comimt- 

‘ications and public relations manze 
er for forestry at the Ministry of Water 
and Environment, said plans are W 

derway to safeguard Mabira Forests bi- 

odiversityand ecosystem. 
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