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BUIKWE. Prolonged water i
tion in Mabira Forest has raiseq En ‘
cern among environmental ?-‘Ilho .
ities, with flooding threateniny, lr}r_
root systems of indigenous trees ; he
disrupting the delicate balance op r}!d
raand fauna that depend on the fy, rp‘:l

e

cosystem.

Officials say the problem is layge
caused by blocked culverts along
gampala-Jinja highway, which hm,Z
pmvented natural drainage. As a y
sult, water has accurnulated in paris nr
the fO!'e.‘]t,dlIECﬂ\' affecting vegetation,
trees,and wildlife habitats. h

Two areas have been particularly 3¢
fected. The first isnear the site where ,
Kenyan pilgrim was buried, beforgg
hira Police station, towards Kam
The second is at Finoni, past the police
station, where stagnant water has he.

hannmgsornetreespecies.

Mr Abudala Ssenyonga, d boda hy.
da rider from Kitigoma in Njert Munic.
ipality,said the problem began during
road maintenance works cartied out by
the Ministry of Works and Transport,

Justification.

\Water stagnation

in Mabira Forestis
creating an ecological

imbalznce and threate-
ning the root systems of natural
trees. We earlier held an urgent
engagement with the Ministry
of Works, and they have com-
mitted to unblocking the choked
culverts,” Aldon Walukamba, PRO
for forestry at Ministry of Water

«When they were doing mainte-
nance on the road, graders pushed
heavy soil and pieces of tarmac intothe
waterways leading to the culverts, corm-
pletely blocking the drainage system,”
hesaid.

“Now, during heawmins,waterﬂmf
ing from the surrounding hills floods
the affected sections because it canno
loalngerpassﬂuuum the drainagechan-
n n
The road repairs that caused the cul-
verts to become blocked began with
emergency and maintenance works
from late Novernber 2024 into early De-
cember 2024, continuing with further
repair phases in May and June 2025.

Mr Aloysins Kitovu, a boda boda rid-
er at Kinoni stage, said motorists often
stop along the roadside to obserye the
stagnant water and ask how long the
problem has persisted.

Mr Allan Ssempebwa, a senior coit
mmunications officerat the Works minis-
try acknowledged the problem, noting
that ateam had been assigned to assess
the situation and unblock the culverts.

“The ministry is committed, and a
team will go on the ground to address
the problem and restore proper drain-
agein the area”Mr Ssempebwa said.

Mr Aldon Walukamba, the commu-
nications and public relations manas
er for forestry at the Ministry of Water
and Environment, said plans are ut
dm-way.tosatbguamuahirarumi’s bi-
odiversityand ecosysterm.
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