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[ knew we would miss street
vendors, but not this much

hen Jose Chameleone
sang Basima Ogenze, he
probably was not thinking

{1 abouturbanplanning. Yet,

there is a resonance with what
city dwellers are experiencing
today. Much like a bad breakup,
we are only starting to compre-
hend what we have lost.
At‘ewued:saga,ltwasalljokes

were no heaped displays of to-
matoes spilling onto the pave-

ment,no precarious towers of sec- | - g T

shoes threateningto |

L m'asmandmﬂnmdmgy
tiations happening inches from
your ear while you were simply
trying to buy onions.

Suddenly, the streets lonked

cleaner,
ﬁmsqtmmdhaldmghand
ignored the potholes. You could

walkwithout being hassled, with-

out someone tugging at your el-
bow to show you belts you never
wanted. If you grew tired or had
to wait for someone (which, in

Kampala isalways),you could rest

your aching back on the concrete
benches now dotting the street is- -
lands. Civilisation, it seemed, had
finally arrived. i

And yet, we Kampalans are a |
- skeptical bunch. We have wit-

nessed too many reforms that ar- -
rived with great fanfare, only to
quietly fade away.So,when we ob-
served the clean streets, the van-
ished vendors,and the sudden or-
- der, we did what we do best; we

l

¢ waited for the punchline,

Even now, you will find a ven-

. dor crouched at the entrance of a

. building on Luwum Street,abag
of tomatoes tucked discreetly be-
side them, eyes scanning for the |

familiar blue uniforms.

One cannot help but wonder
why it took City Hall so long. The
reasons are as layered as a well- |
made Rolex. Poor pay turned en-
forcernent officers into philoso-

. phers, pondering whether chas-

ing vendors was worth the effort.
There were also the bribes, let
us call them what they are, that
transformed what should have
been a cleanup into a daily trans-
action.

And then there is us, the con-
sumers and enablers.

Let us be honest; we loved the
convenience of stepping off ataxi
and buying three tomatoes, two

avocados, and a bunch of ma-
tooke without having to navigate
the chaos of Nakasero Market,
We appredated their lower pric-
es compared to anywhere alse,
So here we are, walking on clean-
er streets, resting on new benches,
and secretly moumning the wome-
an who knew exactly how ripe
our avocados needed to be,

We miss the chaos and conven-
ience, the haggling and the hu-
mour. We miss the woman who
always saved the best watermel-
ons for us. We miss the characters
who gave Kampala its pulse, its
personalityits unicque brand of or-

They may be
gone, but they
have not been
forgotten. If this
city is fortunate,
they will not
simply return in
their past form,
but rather,as an
evolved type of
vendor

Another
Perspective

ganised chaes,

Hererener, wre must also acknorart

edge that order has its virtues.Be- _

X 4 4 4 s
ing able to walk without being

grabbed is nice, and having space
to breathe is pleasant. If we are
honest, the vendors deserve bet-
ter than a life spent dodging en-
forcement officers, packing up
their wares in the rain, and fac-
ing uncertainty about wheth-
et tomnorrow will bring the same
patch of pavernent.

Perhaps it is time for anew mod-
el,not a return to the old chaos
but a step toward something bet-
ter. The vendors are already entre-

preneurs; they understand sup-

ply and dernand, customer loy-
aity,and the art of pricing. What
if they traded online? What if
they delivered? What if they built
businesses that did not rely on

occupying a sidewalk and keep- o

ing a constant watch over their
shoulders?

In the meantime, we will walk
our cleaner streets, rest on our
new benches and try not to gaze
too longingly at the entrances
of buildings on’ Luwurn Street.
We will reluctantly admit thata
city without vendors is easier to
navigate, and we will also admit,
equally reluctantly that we miss
them mare than we ever expect-
ed

Chameleone understood this. ==

Sometimes, the things we let
go of are the things we cannot
stop thinking about. They may
be gone, but they have not been
forgotten. If this city is fortunate,

they will not simply return in >

* their past form, but rather,as an
- evolved typeofvendor
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