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Reuters reviewed 
documents showing 

e IRGC l‘eguwes 
detatls including cargo 
value, flag, destination, 
ownership and crew 
nationalities. 

BYREUTERS 
he crew of the tanker Agios 
Fanourios I followed aroute 
designated by Iran through 
the Strait of Hormuz, hug- 

ging the coastline and passing - 
land checkpoints 

“The 330-metre vessel, carrying 
Iraqi crude oil to Vietnam, had 
‘been stranded off Dubaisincelate: 
April.On May 10, it entered the 
strit after a direct deal with Iran 
v by Iaqprime miniser 

1ts passage reflected a system 

Iran has developed to manage 
vessels crossing Hormuz. With 
Tehran now exercising de facto 
control over the strategic water- 

‘way, transit can involve govern- 
Mflmflflmflfl deals, strict 

racked in Vietnam, Iraq and 
Greece. At times ts transponder 
‘went dark, though it continued 

tinue, turning a normally five- 
‘hourtransitintoa two-day ordeal 
:Once we were informed Agi- 

Hormuz, we breathed a 
ofrelief-one monitor said. 

No payments were made, ac- 
cording to Eastern Mediterrane- 
an Shipping and sources familiar 
withthe passage Operations man- 

Iran tightens grip on Hormuz 
with checkpoints, diplomacy 

Maritirne Organisation, the Minis- 
try of Industry and the Supreme: 
National Security Counil. 
For government-arranged pas- 

sages, countries contact Iran's for- 
eign minister, who forwards re- 

sts o the Supreme National 

representatives and aides to 
reme Leader Mojtaba Khame- 

ne. 
Inthe case ofthe Agios Fanourios 

LIrq’s zovernment and state oil 
‘marketer SOMO negptiated with, 

Iran under then-prime min- 
ister Mohammed Shia al-Su- 
dani. Iraqi officials said they 
submitted the ship's manifest 
and crew details before pas- 

sage. 
india has  separate arrange- 

ment. An Indian shipping official 
said New Delhi coordinates via 
its embassy in Tehran with Irani- 
an authorites,including the IRGC 
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. ; topay, others will be 
Naygitingthe Stralt turnod back. Dyenty om0 ver w 
‘sels carrying about 22,500 sailors 
‘were trapped in the Gulf,accord- 
ingto the US militaryran'scapac- | ters found Iran'syster priritises 
ity to threaten shipping fromits | vesselslinked toallies such as Rus- 
coastline hassharplyreduced traf- - sia.and China, followed by coun- 
fie. SmMax. estimated | tries with closer ties,including In- 
fewer than 60 ships crossed Hor-  diaand Pakistan,whileothers rely 
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