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Pregnant
mothers
wait to be
attended to at
Otwal Health
Centrelllin
Oyam District
last week.
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- Langoregion women lack access
to maternal healthcare services

Complaint. Majority of women in Lango
sub-region are complaining of harsh
treatment at health centres, while a few
mothers claim they are often left to deliver

on their own.
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APAC. Ms Patricia Emony was taken
to Apac Hospital on June 24, 2014,
while inlabour. Upon reaching the fa-
cility, she was advised to seek services
elsewhere.

“Iwas taken to Aduku Health Centre
IV, where I was also rejected, because
they could not handle my pregnancy
complications. When I insisted, they
gave meanoptionof signing aconsent
document that if I die, the health cen-
tre will not be held accountable,” says
Ms Emony, amother from Imato Imio
Amor village in Apac Sub-county. -

~Tosaveherlifeher relatives hadte:

dig deeper into their pockets to raise
Shs700,000 in order for her to un-
dergo caesarean section in a private
health centre.

Last Friday, more than 12 women
complained of poor health service de-
livery during a public education fo-
rum held at Te-okoo Trading Centre,
Alito Sub-county in Kole District.

The mothers claimed that some
health workers from Alito Health
Centre III had always refused to at-
tend to them whenever they visited
the government facility.

Majority of women in Lango sub-
regionare complaining of harsh treat-
ment at health centres, while a few
mothers claim they are often left to
deliver on their own.

“When we go for antenatal care,
nurses abuse us that our underwear is
very dirty and therefore they cannot
work on us,” says a resident of Adyel-
omwodo village in Alito Sub-county.

T

_ allegation as untrue. &
“Those are just mere allegations.

ISSUE Let those who claim they have been
Calamity. mistreated or those alleging that
Childbirthin drugs are being stolen from health
Ugandais stilla facilities produce evidence so that we
deathtrapclaiming  can take action,” Ms Amuge says.
::"L:i::l ;7106 Ms Salume Akello, a resident of

Lira District, says many expectant
gzti’:rn::"my mothers are now seeking the assis-
gmmmen:q tance of traditional birth attendants
investmentinlife=  (TBAs) because of lack or limited
savingemergency ~ Maternal healthcare services in the
care. However,the ~ area.
situation in the “After visiting the toilet at the
northappearstobe  health facility, you find that there
unique. is no water for washing your hands.
Today, many Sometimes we are given drugs to
women in the swallow but without water for taking
regionlackorhave  the medication,” Ms Molly Aceng, a
limited access resident says, adding that drugs are
th‘;"l‘;‘;"" always inadequate at health cen-

4] tres.
ﬂgﬁm’g Health workers say they also face
[ IS - ~CONTINUES TO PAGES2 -
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RDC cautions parents

KOLE:Kole Resident District Commis-
sicner Agnes Akello Ebong has cautioned
parents against drunkenness, saying they
should cater for their families instead
of wasting money and time on alcohol.
Addressing residents in Alito Sub-county
last Friday, Ms Akello attributed the ris-
ing cases of defilement in the district to
parents who neglect their children. “It
is embarrassing to find that young girls
aged 16 years and below are being defiled
and impregnated with full knowledge of
their parents and the matter is not report-
ed to police,” she said. [Patrick Ebong]

District gets Shs2.2 billion

ADJUMANI: The United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) has given Adjumani district
local govemment Shs2.2b under Refu-
gee and Host Population Empowerment
programme. Addressing residents at
Paridi Stadium in Adjumani Town during
the Independence anniversary on Mon-
day, MrJames Leku, the Adjumani Dis-
trict LCS chairperson, said the money
would be used for construction of staff
houses for health workers, extension of
pipe water, installation of solar street
lights in Adjumani town council and

+ ~drilling boreholesfMartirOkadi}— — -
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stressing challenges in the course of
their duty.

“Tam alone here and T cannot di-

“Whenyoubring  yide myself; I have to examine a pa-
yout patient to tient, work in the antenatal clinic,
Aliwang, they give advice on family planning, coun-
tellyou to pay sel HIV patients, immunise children;
between

Shs70, 000 and
Shs80, 000 for

all at the same time,” says Ms Chris-
tine Auma, a midwife at Ayago health

centrein Lira Municipality,.
f}ll'::rr'r?hfl:;;lni:e to With only six health workers oyt
ferry that patient  of the required 30 personnel, Ayago
from Otuke to

Lira. So by the
time somebody
sells agoat to get
that money, it is

health centre receiyes more than 10
patients on a daily basis, However,
only four health workers Were pres-
ent when our reporter visited the

facility recently.
already too late" Mr Edmond Acheka, the assistant
JOSEPH OKELLO, district health officer in charge of
SIELSLIEEE” OF OTAL maternal and chilq health, agrees

level; improving
Maternal and ney
born child health,

that Lira is among seven districts
in the country that is doing badly in
terms of maternal anq child health.
Oyam acting district health of-
ficer Caroline Agaro, says: “Women
are dying of Preventable diseases

In the ‘course of bringing another
new life. In some

circumstances we
either lose the mother, the baby or
even both”
The main cause of these deaths
i is attributeq mainly to prolonged
“Under the - labour as 5 result of delay at home
fiealth sector, because there is no birth plan, she
emphasis (in says.
the 2018/2019 . . Other causes inclyga delayin segk-
burget) wil, ing healthcare due to Jag) ;
theref_ore, be on mg 1€ o lack of trans
health promotion,  POIrtor badroad, Inadequate person-
and disease nel, drugs or Medical Supplies, and
prevention €quipment or fiyg] for referry),
meastres at In Otuke, traditional hirty atten-
household ang dants TRAg have Treportedly beep
Community \ i

Strengthening ths € practice ig sgid to be wide-
teferral oy ste?" Spread acrogg the district, as map
With necessa expectant mothers seak their ser-
equ:ﬂmeml to mcets) o}\:elr frustration that they wiy
enable early N0t be helpeq When they vigit he
;]Iagnosis and facilities, X Ve
featment of nop.- The government
as, however,
(c’?sr::\sl;:lgable Stopped untraineq from deliy-
S, A:JEDRA ering babieg; eventhogse trained haye
STATEMINISTERi:[]R S0 been Stoppeqd from conducting
FINANCEINChapge.  COMiplicateq deliverigg,
OF GENERAL Dy ren 1 1Y DIEFer taking e
Women tq R their

traditiong) birth :
dants because e

the el . Gg{ cannot afforq
~>=IVICes availap|a at the pyj
facilitieg, Private
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