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My first car almost killed m

What began as a practical solution to ease daily trans-

port struggles quickly turned into a life-threatening
ordeal. In a split second on the road, a routine drive
became a near-fatal encounter, one that changed how
Charity Namuswe sees driving, safety, and survival.
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About. The
Toyota Sprin-
tor Canbis

a compact
station wagon
produced
betweon 1982
and 2002,
known forits
practicality
and optional
all-whee!
drive (AWD)
capabilities.
Based on

the Corolla/
Spanter, it
offered 1.GL
to1.8Len-
gines, manual
or automatic
transmis-
sions,

BY GEOFFREY OKWERA

harity Namuswe works with
the Kayunga District Local
Government as an Assistant

Nursing OMcer in the Psychi- |

atry department at Bbaale Health
Centre IV. As many health work-
ers serving in rural areas,she faced
persistent transport challenges
that made it difficult to move to
and from work. To ease this bur-
den, she decided to purchase a
modest Toyota Carib, which cost
her Shs6m.

However,what initially came asa
solution to her transport challeng-
s nearly cost her life when she
was almost involved in a terrify-
ing head-on collision. Fortunately,
as she approached a hump on the
road, she was forced to slow down.

That sudden deceleration tumed
out to be lifesaving, as an oncom-
ing vehicle veered into her lane

prevent what could have been a fa-
tal crash.

Today, Namuswe is grateful to be
alive and courageously shares her
experience in these excerpts from
theinterview.

Briofly tell us about your first
car. Isit what you had planned
to acquire?
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Charity Namuswe's “Kibaluma®, a To
near-fatal brake failure on the roa

S

yota Carib, became more than just a first car,
d. PHOTOS/COURTESY

My first car, a Toyota Carib, was
never the car of my dreams, For

years, I had imagined myself be- |
hind the wheel of either n Paje- |

ro or a Land Cruiser. But life has a

way of shifting priorities,and my |
! cleaner and more appealing ap-

Joumney into car ownership began
not with aspiration, but with re-
sponsibility.

The turning point came one or

dinary moming while taking my |

children to school. Like many fam- |

ilies,we depended on public trans- |
.

pol
That day, my eldest daughter,
tired and frustrated, said she was

not happy to see me driving it.
Some doubted me and even sald
1 would not drive it for long or
that it would not last. But by God's

grace, I am still driving it today, |
| and it continues to serve my fam-

fly faithfully.

How did this car affoct yourfi- |
! nancosintorms of ropaira?

Like any second-hand car, it re-

quires continuous investment to |
keep It mechanically sound and |

looking presentable. Soon after
buying it, had to replace the tyres
and respray the body to give it a

pearance. Beyond that, I have con-
tinued to spend on routine servic-
ing and maintenance, which are

essential for keeping the car run- |

ning smoothly,safely,and reliably.

What was the most embar- |

| rassing thing that happoned

exhausted from carrying her |

| younger sibling during the taxi

rides. It was such a simple state-
ment, yet it struck me deeply. In
that moment, the inconvenience
and discomfort my children had
endured suddenly felt heavier
than my dreams of owning a big-

\ | ger,more prestigious vehicle.
and passed in the opposite direc- |
. tion. The reduced speed helped

That remark became my motiva-
tion. It planted a sense of urgency
and responsibility in me.I began

| tolook at car ownership not as a

luxury or a status symbol, but as a

withyourfirst car?
I'was driving to work when I sud-

denly realised that the brake ped- |

als were not working. I nearly |

brokeinto a cold sweat as I noticed,

ahead of me, my preferred vehi- |
cle, the Pajero, approaching from |

the opposite direction.I held my

breath, ready to make a split-sec- |
| ond decision,when a hump on the
, road came to my rescue.I hit the
hump while approaching the on- |

coming vehicle, which passed me |

| safely in the opposite direction. I
then veered off the road until the |

necessity for my family’s comfort, |

safety,and dignity.

Did you give the car a unique
name?

car finally came to a stop.

| When I parked the vehicle,a |
| loud sound suddenly came from |
: it,which was quite embarrassing.
. From that moment; I learnt that
(Laughs) I named the car Kibal- |
uma, because some people were !

when youownanddriveacar,you :

must always be prepared for unex-
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ABOUT THE
TOYOTA CARIR
The Toyota Caribisncom-
pact station wagon that
gained popularity for its
practicality, fuel efficien-

cy, and versatility, especially
among drivers who noeded
areliablo everyday car with
oxtra carrying space.

Ono of its strongost sel-

ling points Is its wagon body
style, whichoffersnspa-
clous boot and foldable rear
soats, porfect for small bu-
sinossos, family use, or
carrying farm produce.
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