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Ug‘andans against Hepatitis B.

‘ “‘We hope to get results by Mon-
day next week after WHO has done
eXaminations on the vaccine sam-
ples,” Ms.Kusemererwa said.

She said carlier tests done by
NDA_ Iah.oratories based in Kampala
had indicated that the vaccine pro-
teins had heen badly denatured due
to long exposure to sun.

. “We did our preliminary inves-
tlgatxpns and found out that the
Proteins had been denatured but
we hope WHO laboratories will
establish the contents in the sus-

bected vaccines,” Ms Kusemererwa
added,

Fake vaccines :

The decision to fly the vaccines
to Geneva comes in the wake of re-
Ports of perceived fake Hepatitis B
vaccines on the market. :

Members of the public, including
pharmacists, are blaming NDA for

failing to stop the importation and '

sell of counterfeit drugs and vac-
cines in the country. ' :
On Monday, pharmacists under
their umbrelia body, the Uganda
Pharmacy Owners Association
(UPOA), led by Mr Deo Kaliku-
mutima, their legal secretary, told
Members of Parliament that the
. regulating authority lacked capac-
ity to test Hepatitis B vaccines.
According to the NDA chairper-
. son, Mr Medard Bitekyerezo, the
. falsified Hepatitis B vaccines were
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discovered by the autharity’s phar-
macy vigilance team.

_'I‘he facilities NDA found ad-
ministering Hepatitis B vacceines
included; Mbarara Community
Hospital, Devine Merey, Mayanja
Memorial, Family Doctors Clinjc
in Ntungamo, Mbarara City Clinic,
UMC Hospital in Bukoto, Malcolm
Health Centre Kisaasi, and Kamnpala
Chambers on Buganda Road.

Ministar's take .

Following the exposure, State
health minister in charge of general
duties Sarah Opendi named eight
private hospitals that have been
cleared to provide the vaccine,

“The general public is encour-
aged to receive Hepatitis B vac-
cination from only the accredited
private facilities and government
facilities as investigations into the
matter take course,” Ms Opendi
said.

She said the only cleared private
hospitals to offer Hepatitis B vac-
cine include; Nsambya Hospital,
Kibuli Hospital, Mengo Hospital,
Rubaga Hospital, International
Hospital Kampala (THK), Norvik
Hospital, Case Hospital and Nake-
5810 Hospital.

“We shall advise the public on
the other facilities that have been
cleared for Hepatitis B vaccination
in two weeks,” she added.

Ms Opendi further indicated
that government had recalled all
the 10ml vials of Hepatitis B vac-
cines from the Serum Institute of
India from all private facilities and
also provided a toll free telephone
of 0800-100-066 for the public to
report suspected vaccines.



