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The Hope 
of Mirama 
Hills, stolen 
by a bullet 
e 
Why does awoman die for doing her 

job? Whydoes aman witha gun get 
to decide who lives and who dies over 
TikTok? Why do we keep holding 
funerals for people who should be at 
weddings? 

BY CAROL ATANGAZA 

atherine Hope Abwooli, was shot 
and killed last week. She was 37 
years old. She died because she 
asked aman with a gun to follow 

therules. X 
That i not the kind of thing usually | 
printed in this section. Usually we say | 
someone passed peacefully, or after, | 
along illness, or surrounded by fami- 
ly.Hope was surrounded by her family | 
only after she was gone.When she died, 
she was at work, doing her job, being | 
the personshealways was. . 
Hope came from a place called Nyabi- 

kungu Village, in Rwampara District.t 
isthe kind of place yousee n paintings, 
Green hills, quiet air. A cross mounted 

ch never hop" o m.\: overtooking her family home  emonies (kwanjura), ¥ flancé pas e the communty gesto praytis  pened. A her o e while (V" 2 Y of place where people stifl e out twice: Once at night.Onc! v thatifyondaright st willeome  mgyospeak aboxe heeGrief e3¢ :vr"lm YU That belief man thmugh her 
. ot bty deserbed by ahat 

[ T, 57t point e area aware fECEC 
Mary et g o ARt havpemed Repore say e U e 
1earmt that if yon see o eF HODE  on officer sing his phone wher® 0 3 e, g Bty do notwait o Rope e n 
e handies it That lesson stayed sath 

Supposed to.She told him 1 45“& Sheinsisted She was doing her 210 s ollovn e rules. And for B34S ‘et herOneeinthe armandonce G chest. The bulet tore through a vein: blood et lood her heart. 
members H 
ng his was wha 

calling her.excited,say-  Shewas not, 1 she wanted o do for the rest of her life There is someth almext heartbreaking about th: " fl:\'l': ment; the confidence of t, the assur 

1.3t 37, she should b v dec 
|efl.b\|\fiunmrrvrm-l|. 

P 

her. 
AUYZ.she had finally found her cap. ing. She was two years into a job she loved.Her friend Jackline Chekwech re. 

roadytodie. s Jimconld el by lookingat hee Santrine Fermhernd,hr tend.said she looked 281 she s sleepun fer face was Sl beautiful devoid of arey marks or 4™ 62Ut penceful The land of peace it adhavecome from  long life. 10t 2 . 
AL her funer Hopehadplans. 

‘Those plan: included s people most of us forget about She was. nl?'ul\wnx riends and family o donate moner for menstrual products and underwear for female inmates. Women in pris- on, locked away, and Hope v - ing about Ih:xydi VTt el o 

L. the speakers tried 10 make sense of it Rev Fr Cyril Mujuni Prfed for comfort, The local Woman MP elect Anne Kansiime. said we donot chooke uhen we comeinto the world. 0 
we should not question when we leave- She said Hope had completed her mis- SH0m. We say things like that to comfort u ENity That tells you - ourselves Tomake sense f the inexplica ;V;é‘vnlrl;\mgabmnhcr Maybeitwasher  ble.But Hope hada fiancé and had ajob Strict o, the kind that demands a  she finally loved. That doss not sound as the Cogoncellthe ime.Maybe it was  anendingio atherabennin. 2 mnm;m::;rfiwnwu Her mother, Mary, stood up and e of fierce convic-  thanked God f cslife. She / D\ tions,froma good respectable e hr o everyone for their love. She for- 

800d schooling,200d  gave the man who klled her daughter. 
) brain or all that, but Hoy pe  Ijouvrant to know where Hope sot het had buckets of pssion and - strenth ook hre- Thot worron ieaned Testraint, in equal por-  on her Christian beliefs and forzave the. 

tions. unforgivable.1 do not know if could do 
She had a laugh  thatidonotknow ifmostof uscod. 
people remember.  But then the Assistant Commission 
“The local chairper-  er Generalof Prisons, ACGR John Boscc 
son said you knew  Tumwebaze stood up.He praised Hope' Hope was around  work He calle her asing star.Andthe 
because you could  he looked at that forepving mother ar. 
hear her. She lis-  said something worth remembering. ¢ 
tened to people.  said, Your forgiveness is between y 
She had patience.  and your God. But as law enforcer,1 ¢ 
She answered  assureyouthat the prson officer will 
qQuestions careful- 

lage lost one of 
its best,h 

| Hewasright. 
She was en-  Attheend,theygaveheragun 
gaged to be 
married. She  Guns firingintotheairabovethc 
and her fiancé et hlls A violentsound for avioke 
were finally And then silence. That terrible 
ready to vis-  thatmeansitis over Her friends) 
it her family  Allson, Wilber Sandrah, Anita, ¢ I “\/.l' - 

Her friends came ,“ r (‘ c 
AN 

— | forthetradr  Rerech,and ASP Jeremiah Et 
tional cer- her sisters. They would not lez 

from everywhero, could notleave their laughir 
school, work and _—_ rulefollowing frendalc 
bm:;;gmlmrs / N\ theconcrete. 
Al ocome ),  Katherine Hope # her friends. Aisha [KADSTIBHODS\ ey her e Nakyanzi, whomet. Abwooll, Was | 'y ic.\o Tinka, By heratKIUin Isha- ghotandiilled/ g per pance byt ka, could notac- -/ will carry her lau 
ceptthe speeches “ anfrtherestoft 
about comple- avillage that will alw 
ted missions. She empty space wheresheuse 
stood there figh- She is also survived by ¢ 
tinghardnot tolet question we should not loc 
griefoverwhelm ‘Why does a woman diefor 
herand said, "We Wiy does amanwithagu 
should notbe here gamwhm 

er off. We we 
m"fll here co- whoshouldbe atweddin 
lobrating her ku- Shewas37only years u&. 
hingira.” Shewas She followed the rules. 
right. We should YWy 1 
vobeenata - Do! Mm\‘l\ meit: \g\:\‘ 
R justice will come, That 
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