o

Wensreney sy Y0 201

W by o

L —

r'a.

ARy
{ heat e A2
T e .

oy

roxf
e 1 thie Ppt

oAy | igarta

PO LAY IOV A TR M I

[

!,levw-ql‘vn‘-‘v

4o abiny

vennT—

Hopes fade for nodding syndrome

victims as NGO closes care centres

Support. The organisation has been
providing medical and personal care,
special schoaling, and nutritious meals to
nodding syndrome children since 2012.

——

BY JULIUS OCUNGI
editonal S0q natinmedia com
GULU. Hopes of recovery for chil-
dren suffering from nodding syn-
drome hang in balance after Hope
for Human, the only organisation
that has been supporting children
suffering from the disease plans to
shut down its care centres in Acholi
sub-region next month.

The organisation has been provid-
ing medical and personal care, spe-
cial schooling, and nutritious meals
to nodding syndrome children since
2012 and has treated more than 300
children at the Hope for Humans Care
Centre facility in Odek Sub-county,
Omoro District.

Last week, Ms Suzanne Gazda, the
founder and chief executive officer
of Hope for Humans, said the board
of directors made a difficult decision
to dissolve the organisation next
month.

“Our board of directors has made
a difficult decision to dissolve Hope
for Humans in August. As you can
imagine, this decision was rooted
in much consideration, preparation,
and prayer,” a July 10 statement is-
sued by Ms Gazda, reads in part.

She, however, said children receiv-
ing therapy and medicine from their
staff will continue to do so through
dedicated “citizens” in the commu-
nity.

“Any remaining financial contribu-
tions in our possession will be used
for the intended purpose. A robust
reporting structure will remain in-
tact for the remainder of the year to
ensure that funds have been distrib-
uted,” Ms Gazda added.

Whereas Ms Gazda insists that

Care. Children
receiving therapy
and medicine
from Hope for
Human staff will

Help. Mr Michael
Rackara, a resident
of Odek Sub-
county whose
four children are
recovering from
nodding syndrome
sald government
should intervene
and give helping
hand to Hope for
Humans.

the reasons for dissolving Hope for
Humans is due to the progress the
children have registered during their
operations, some officials said the
organisation has been experiencing
financial challenges over the years.

Mr Caesar Okot, the programme
manager at Hope for Humans, said
the organisation can no longer fund
most of its activities because of lim-
ited finances.

“There are still many children
within the community who are bed-
ridden and are relapsing because
their parents cannot afford to take
care of them. We had much wanted
to bring them to the care centre bul
unfortunately we don’t have money,”
Mr Okot said.

“Closing down the treatment cen-
tres will definitely slow down the
recovery of the children suffering
from nodding syndrome since at
theirhomes, they will not receive full
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briefly
MPs petition minister

ALEBTONG. Verrters of Parfarrent
from Alebrong Destrct have petitoned
Lands minster Betty Among), protestng a
decson to allcate controversial andd to the
procesed Alebtong Unnversity of Scence
and Technology M Dens Hameon Ctua
(Aun County), Mr Samued Chwr Odwee
(Moroto County) and Ms Chnstire Achen
Ayo (Aebtong Worman MP) drew the
minst's attenton on Jure 30, sayng
the contentious land equally covers Adero
Central Forest Resenve. Since 2014, 2
group of pecole sad to be spearhesding
the construction of the proposed uriversity
have hesn caugnt up in a wrargle
invelving 2/045 hectares of public lrd
[lsaac Otwii ]

MP condemns amendment

DOKOLO.Langa parliamentary

group chairman Felix Okot Ogang has
condemned the proposad Land Act
amendment by government calling it
atrick to grab peopla’s land. He made
the statement during a fundraising
drive organised at All Saints Cathedral.
Barogole in Lira Town last Sunday Mr
Okot said by twisting the Constitution
to suit their interests, the ruling
government has failed to respect the
rights of its people.

[Tobbias Jolly Owiny]
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Hopes fade for nodding syndrome
victims as NGO closes centres

“Our board of
directors has made
a difficult decision
to dissolve Hope
for Humans in
August. As you
can imagine, this
decision was
rooted in much
consideration,
preparation,

and prayer,”

SUZANNE GAZDA,
FOUNDER AND CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
OF HOPE FOR HUMANS

“If this centre
closes, where

will my children
receive medical
support from? |
am a poor farmer
who cannot afford
to take care of the
children because
they are very
weak, if the centre
closes, my children
will also die,”

MICHAEL RACKARA,
RESIDENT OF ODEK
SUB-COUNTY

“There are still
many children
within the
community who
are bedridden
,and are relapsing
because their
parents cannot
afford to take care
of them. We had
much wanted to
bring them to the
care centre but
unfortunately we
don't have money,”

CAESAR OKOT,
PROGRAMME
MANAGER AT HOPE
FOR HUMANS

FROM PAGE 11

attention from their parents, eat
well and get medication on time
because it’s a farming season,” he
added.

He said although the centres
will be closed, their outreach pro-
grammes to the affected children
within the communities will con-
tinue.

300

v
THE ESTIMATED NUMBER
OF CHILDREN WHICH
HOPE FOR HUMANS HAS
TREATED IN ODEK SUB-
COUNTY, OMORO DISTRICT

Currently, 30 children undergo-
ing rehabilitation are still at Hope
for Humans Care Centre.

The organisation this year, also
commissioned Tumango Nodding
Syndrome Centre in Labongo-
Amida Sub-county in Kitgum Dis-
trict but it has been inactive.

According to Mr Okot, about
349 children are still in dire con-
dition in Labongo Amida Sub-
county while 40 others are in Bolo
Parish, Awere Sub-county Pader
District.

Residents appeal

Mr Michael Rackara, a resident
of Odek Sub-county whose four
children are recovering from nod-
ding syndrome, said government
should intervene and support the
organisation.

“If this centre closes, where will
my children receive medical sup-
port from? I am a poor farmer
who cannot afford to take care
of the children because they are
very weak, if the centre closes, my
children will also die,” Mr Rackara
told Daily Monitorin an interview
recently.

An estimated 3,000 children
mainly in Kitgum, Gulu, Pader
and Lamwo districts in Acholi
sub-region were affected by nod-
ding syndrome since 2009 when
1ts outbreak was first reported.
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