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s pump prices rise 
‘againin March, Ugan 
dans deserve protec- 
tion from ofl market- 

ing companies that exploit 
elobaluncertainty to widen 

e arytime the obal ol mar 
ket turbulent, Ugandan con- 
sumers brace for the same out- 
come: higher fuel priceshigh- 
er transport costs,and a fresh. 
Squeeze on already strained 
household incomes But the 

arch pump price increases 
el o another 
Teason. They suggest that some 
oil marketing companies have 
‘perfected the art of becor- 
Ingrisis entrepreneurs,using 
‘global uncertainty not simply 
toadjust prices,but to cash 

oneexpensetothe next. 
‘Thatis why the current mo- ment calls for scruting not 
shrugs. 
. The government has alreay 
indicated that there is no need. 

for panic.The Ministry of Ener- 
8 and Mineral Development marketing 

and continued 
That matiers U meastoear 
Tative of immediate searci 

cannotbesceptedat fce vl ue.This s where UNOC's ole 
important The de- 
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puel profiteers mustnot g 

be allowed to furn a crisis — pe 

into a business model 

dision to place fuel importa- 
tion under UNOC was defend- 
edasa publicinterest measure, 
oneintended tomprove sec- anle: 
ity of supply reduce speculz pove 
Honand bggrenter stabili  Bertr 
tyto Uganda's fuel market. UN-  forth 
G cannot insulate thecountry  the v 
completely from movements  calle 
n the international oil market. in 
No importer can. But it is &x- depl 
pectedtobuffer Ugandafrom ~ erse 
theworst forms of local oppor- Wil 
tunism. eras 
Inother vords iffuelisbeing  Gen 

imported under a system de- dré( 
signed tosmooth supply and trur 
reduce volatility every head- N 
line from abroad should not gan 
becomean excuse forimmedi-  Cor 
ate pain at the pump. il 
‘This is not only a question of wh 
economics.tisalsoaquestion  the 
of responsible business con- the 
duct. Under the business and H 
human rights framework,com-  lat 
panies havea responsibility U 
toavoid causingor contribut:  on 
ingtoharm through theircom- ~ Re 
mercial practices.nanessen-  cu 
tialsector suchas fuel reckless  fo 
oropportunisticpricing hasre-  1¢ 
alhumanrightsconsequenc: 1 
es.traises the cost o food, Io 
transport,and basic services. It 1 

deepens vulnerabilitylttrans-  ti 
fersmarketriskontoconsum: 1l 
eswhohavenopowertoad- 
sorbit. H] 
Whencompaniesexploitun- 

certainty towiden marginsbe- 
yond what actual supply con- 
ditions ustify they are not sim- 
Dy responding to the market. 
‘They are taking advantage of a 
captive public. 
‘The Ministry of Energy and 

Mineral Development must 
ot stop at cautionary state- 
‘ments.It should require oil 
‘marketing companies tojusti- 
£y sharp price movements, par- 
ticularly where existing stocks 
orscheduled imports donot 
support claims of immed- 
ate cost pressure. It should al- 
sowork with UNOC to pub- 
lish regular, accessible updates 
onsupply status and pricing 
trends. Transparency s one of 
the strongest antidotes to pan- 
icpricing. 

sis into a business model then 
regulation must catch up with 

Ugandans cannot conti l;:rmm“ et continue o 
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