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s pump pricesrise
a;in in March, Ugan-
dans deserve protec-
tion from oil market-

ing companies that exploit
global uncertainty {0 widen
mls:a\rrfwniime the global oil mar-
ket is turbulent, Ugandan con-
sumers brace for Lhe‘snme_out-
come: higher fie] prices. high-
er transport costs,and a fresh
sgueeze 0T already strained
household incomes. But the
h p price increases
:;xﬁd;l'?m us for another
reason. They suggest that some
oil marketing comparnies have
perfected theart of becomn-
ing crisis entrepreneurs, Using
global uncertainty not smmply
to adjust prices,but tocashin
public fear.
.ue.l is not just another com-
modity It is woven into the cost
of daily life. When pump pric-
es shootup, the effects are im-
mediate and unforgiving. The
boda bodarider pays more to
keep moving The market ven-
dor pays mare to bring in food.
The commuter pays more to
towork.In the end, the bur-
den falls heaviest on ordinary
Ugandans, including workers
in the informal economy and
families already living from

neexpensetothe next.

That is why the current mo-
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Fuel profiteers must not

into a business model

cision to place fuel importa-
tion under UMOC was defend-
ed as a public-interest measure,
one intended to improve secu-
rity of supply. reduce specula-
tion, and bring greater stabili-
ty to Uganda's fuel market. UN-
0C cannot insulate the cmméf‘f
compl from movemen
nthe eq?gmatinnal oil market.
Mo importer can. But it s &%
pected to buffer Uganda from
the worst forms of local oppor-
tunism.

In other words, if fuel iz being
imported under a systemn de-
signed to smooth supply and
reduce volatility svery head-
line from abroad should not
become an excuse for immedi-
ate pain at the pump.

This is not only a question of
economics. It is also a question
of responsible business con-
duct. Under the business and
human rights framework, com-

panies have aresponsibility
to avoid causing or conftribut-
ing to harm through their com-
mercial practices.In an essen-
tal sector such as fuel, reckless
or opportunistic pricing has re-
al human rights consequenc-
es.It raises the cost of food,
transport,and basic services. It
deepens vulnerability It trans-
fers market risk onto consum-
ers who have no power to ab-
sorbit.

When companies exploit un-
certainty to widen margins be-
Ynnd what actual supply con-
ditions justify,they are not sirm-
Dly responding to the market.
Theym taking advantage of a
captive public.

TheMinistry of Energy and
Mineral Development must
not stop at cautionary siate-
ments. It should require ol
marketing companies tojusti-
fy sharp price movements, par-
or scheduled imports donot
support claims of immedi-
ate cost pressure. It should al-
s0 work with UNOC to pub-
lish regular, accessible updates
on supply status and pricing
trends. Transparency is one of

!‘he SFDM anfidotes to pan-

ic pricing,

 Most importantly the min-

istry must investigate wheth-

genuine market conditions or
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panies are indeed ot

sis into a business model, then
Tegulation must cateh up with

gandans cannot continue to

be treated as shock
for
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