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By Noah Jagwe and Agnes Nantambi

he Barwa were onginally
forest-dwelling hunter-
gatherers in the Great Lakes
regon of Central Affica. The
Batwa in Uganda are said
10 have migrated from the
Tturi forest in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Over time,
they lost these forest lands and territories
10 agro activities and later government
conservaton.
In 1991, the minority group was evicted
following the establishment of Mgahinga and
Bwindi Impenetrable national parks. They
thus became squatters living on the edges
of other communities. The Barwa currently
occupy parts of Kisoro and Kabale disticts in
southwestern Uganda in the Albertine Rift.

Over the years, they have been learning
10 survive outside the tropical forest
environment, although it has taken some
deliberate effort to achieve some success.
Today, many take solace in traditional
crafts such as wood carving, basketry and
blacksmithing that their forefathers used 1o
do.

Frandis Ahorwendeye, Singirumukiza
Damaseni and Eria Bigirinwano are sibling
word-carvers. The trio leamt the skills fom
their parents who used to depend solely on
forest resources to make their artifacts.

Today, the trio is atiached to the Rwerere
Enterprise and Training Centre (RETC) in
Rubanda district, which is reviving such
traditional skills and helping families to eam
alivelihood from them. At the same time,
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Once upon a time, they used to be referred to
as Uganda’s bushmen. But not anymore; the
Batwa have since become a ‘new people’

1. Customers admiring James Sebahashi's products

2. A group of Batwa dancing at a function in their
home area

3. Some of the baskets the Batwa weave and sell
totourists

4, David Birikano practising blacksmithing

5, Ahorwendeye, a local craftsman, making a panga

at Rwerere village. This is the main activity for

the Batwa in the forests planted by them.

the activities aftract tourists and eam foreign
exchange for Uganda.

*Our plan is 10 use the centre and these
crafismen to train other community members
10 pass on such skills and at the same
time promote tourism in the area as well
as conserve the forests,” the Kisoro district
tourism officer, Richard Munezero, says.

At least 40 people around the area have
registered for crafis training and three
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entertainment groups for cultural dance and
drama training. They will perform mainly
Barwa, Kikiga and Kifumbira dances In an
amphitheatre.
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Irfrﬁndnﬂunls in the communities,”
orwendeye says:

were gazze

" he observes,

Tves,
P:%duus ‘made Include wooden ladles,
spoons, bowls and traditional mortars, The
craftsmen use the proceeds from their work to com!

meet their basic needs.

e of the crafts are dependent on

ting trees for raw materials other than

oirimwano recalls the days when they
w[::ﬂ?m"ly move to the forests and harvest
the 2w ‘materials before the national parks

tted.

“We now have 10 book trees from farmers
during the planting season and walt till
harvesting. We also used 10 have blacksmiths
who would design the tools, but they are now
phasing out. The young generation looks
down on the work. As they opt for jobs in
Kampala, I fear this kind of work will soon
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sare B 0 cetup in the area,

Gre
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| ":'“"cccg’m:d about the lnckrnr
iran0 <t in the ancient art of
m:mn‘ mmﬁa. as, however, trained
this w' ork.

Since som £ n L
crvation and sustainability s anson I B ave a negative mindset;

forests o s iswhy Buindi Mgahinga i pﬂl'“li‘ g as a difiul

Conservation Trust introduced the idea of ookt b ek aiher hallenge is

u‘& s 1S becoming expensive,”

£
+ depending on forests.
quﬁ-{ﬁﬂfﬁm got trees from the national gikiran® ’;’,,'“5 exchanges his products
(s, but now they are bought expensively I arvics. For ‘example, he

a machete for labour on

. He has so far bought

roceeds. He says there is
2 nd ?o‘; his work, and he does not
mAto iake anything to

“nm_rf cople book them in

mo> Pgs <h1,000, hoes at sh10,000

Smcs for sh10,000. Birikano nl?o

and ¢ nats and baskets which fetch him

mfl‘;f’s,'\;o_ooo-smo.ooo each.
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HERBAL REMEDIES
] "”éﬁb‘aﬁ‘.“m.. has planted a o
]pmesns a source of raw materials for his
fores, ‘weaving. He buys the rest from the
munlly. He hasbeen & herbalist and
W the past 30 years.

’qnﬁ??;b{::(ml’) used to do the same

arning how 1o make
d 1 started learning, _ 5
ITHING ol from him in 1966," he says.
:m::ni’r‘n says several traditional blacksmiths hxflﬂuhnllsn he treats a number of

have been identified to train others in the

<kill at the Rwerere centre. One of the

wrainers, David Birikano, is a blacksmith
with experience that spans 20 years. He

get from Kabale and Kisoro has increasingly

ing diarrhoea, dislocations,

aiiments includir
nslllitis and cough.
mqﬂ? :’I.kl:S me five days to make a basket,
hich I sell &t $h50,000. I sell such baskets
e aring 1o get married,” he

buys scrap metal and charcoal for fuel used men preparin :
in ﬁacksmiming from Kisoro and Kabale “:':ﬂThc process involves preparing sticks
(owns. He says the iron ore which he used to sg{& Jay, drying them in the sun for two

Lays and three days of weaving.
Traditionally, there were no suitcases

ing or carrying dothes l_or the
{::nlffye.psa, “during culural functions and
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BLACKSMITHING

The Batwa weave baskets that are usually
bought by tourists and sometimes used
during customary marriages.

They have a beautiful traditional dance

that Is normally performed for tourists

and during other national events
weddings, these baskets were and are sill

“In the early days, these baskets would
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be used 1o carry items (o the king. Women
Kept their secrets for their husbands in
these baskets. While weaving the basket

at!l '!‘ll‘;bﬁlau g000 | can inscribe the name of the owner and
% sklll, whereby decorate it with papyrus,” he explains.

eky make things such He also says the acnvity has benefited
as knives, spears, his family financially. He is never warried
arrows and hoes. Thelr  about the market because by the tme he
products cost between  completes a basket, someone has already
sh1,000 and sh10,000.  booked it.

“But my sons have refused to leam my
work, arguing that it is old-fashioned.”
he laments. Munezero indicated that to
maintain stich knowledge and skills in the
community, Sebahashi has been identified
asa resource at the centre and he will train
members in basket weaving and herbal
remedies.

He revealed that one other targeted
activity for promotion under the Rwerere
centre is the local brew referred to as
Umusururu. This is a local dnnk fermented
for seven days from brown sorghum. With
such deliberate projects in place, the Batwa
can be more optimistic about their survival
ourside the forests.
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By Arthur M, Katabatwa
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o, Ha said in Uganda, ona IS part of the

mant.” For those who may not be
ant with tha usage of th m, it refars
10 someans who is recon system. One
who Is a major stakenolder This
means that you have a vest
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Thera is a simpli 1o this country that cannot
In tha villages one
uily simpla that we,
ant to pe part of.

y and one question that
t | have that those

since,

s a member of
at intarest

| was in Bakijulu
| faft with was: “Wnat is
people don't havz?"

1 may have alectricity, running tap water and
all tha amenities tnat a modarn lifa accords ore.
But then what next? The famili2s that | visitad
ate fresn prod J57aen at the oack of
their house. When we w yed lunch, they only
spent money on the sait and the plates from which
we ate the foad. After that, the food had been
cookad in traditional ways using banana leaves.
The food was surprisingly very tasty and fresh.
We had visited with the intention cf getting some
modarnity to the area. But at what cost? Would the
locals be able to afford modern stuff?

My father, the Rev. Laban Bombo (RIP), once
told me that Uganda's weatner is probably the
yoke around our necks that is preventing us from
developing. Anyone who has been in temperate
countries will vouch for wnat | am saying. The
weather in these countries is SO temperamental.
wnen it gets cold, it is life-threatening. The heat
during the summer is 0 stifiing at times it also
threatens life. They have @ limited crep growing
season. Itis, therefore, imperative that they learn
to harness nature or work with nature. Ugandan
weather? If you arein a room and it is too hot, you
open the windows. Too cold? Close the windows.
W build houses which, other than the occasional
fick of paint and repairs wherz need be, cost next to
nothing in running thereafter.

uUgandaisa beautiful country. One cannot have
enough space to write about it.

Tha Uganda tnat we have at the moment, warts
and all, is  tremendously beautiful country.

We must all be proud of it.
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