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Human rights body blames EC for poll mess

BY TOM BRIAN ANGURINI
tangurini@ug.nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. The Uganda Human
Rights Commission (UHRC) has
added its voice to those who have
castigated the Electoral Commission
for failing to conduct a free and fair
election general election last week,
which ended last week.

The UHRC said in a report that
there were incidents of multiple vot-
ing reported in some polling stations
across the country. 3

Addressing the media at the com-
mission’s head office in Kampala at
the release of the preliminary report
on elections, Mr Medi Kaggwa, the
UHRC chairperson, cited an example
of Rwibogo Primary School polling
station in Rwampara County, Mba-
rara, where its election observers
found out that Nicholas Kamugisha

sotigdoedin: - Ai<eid

IO V33 | (ER Y o

had voted four times before he was
found with five voter location slips
under the disguise of helping his il-
literate relatives.

“Another case was found at Bulam-
buli Catholic Church [polling station]
in Mbale District where an elderly
lady was allegedly found in posses-
sion of many voter location slips,
which she said she would use'to cast
the ballot on behalf of her sick rela-
tives and another case was reported
in three polling stations in Mbarara
District,” Mr Kaggwa said.

More poll mishaps

He said other cases the commission
noted were lack of secrecy of the bal-
lot citing several cases at polling sta-
tions in Kampala and Wakiso districts
where the secrecy was compromised.
The UHRC said at those polling sta-
tions, there was no furniture to place
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the basin for ticking the ballots. The
basin had to be put down compromis-
ing the secrecy of the ballot.

Mr Kaggwa further stated that
there were cases where voters were
intimidated by the deployment of
the military’ such as at Nabweru
playground~Polling Station and Kaj-
jansiDispensaryPolling Station, both
in Wakiso District, where there was
heavy UPDF presence which scared
away voters.

According to him, the commis-
sion monitored 1,359 polling sta-
tions across the country where they
obtained the information and noted
that particularly in Kampala and
Wakiso districts, there were unprec-
edented delays in opening of most
polling stations and ballot papers
were delivered two hours or beyond
after partial electoral materials had
arrived. He said this prompted peo-
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ple to become tensed up as presiding
officers did not provide any informa-
tion or update voters on what was
going on.

However, UHRC commended the
EC for making most of the polling
stations (96 per cent) accessible to
vulnerable people, including persons
with disabilities, the sick and preg-
nant women. Mr Kaggwa said at most
polling stations vulnerable people
were given special attention in vot-
ing by attending to them first.

General observations

According to UHRC, there were
pockets of violence between sup-
porters of different candidates be-
fore, during and after polling day. Mr
Kaggwa cited cases in Mukono Dis-

. trict where supporters of MP Betty

Nambooze clashed with her rivals’
supporters on February 17. He said
some of Nambooze’s supporters were
arrested.

When asked on whether the police
was not violating the rights of the
FDC presidential candidate, Dr Kizza

Besigye, who has been confined to his
home since the elections ended last
week, Mr Kaggwa said the UHRC was
monitoring the situation and urged
police to produce him in court if they
have a case against him.

Mr Kaggwa urged the EC to provide
adequate and timely training for poll-
ing officials and improve on delivery
of voter education during elections
in future.

“EC should review the maximum
number of voters that canbe handled
at each polling station to avoid imbal-
ances in the work load and conges-
tions at some of the polling stations
and make sure all stakeholders get
prior information on merged polling
stations,” Mr Kaggwa said.

He added that the police should
use reasonable force on civilians and
mostimportantly restrain itself from
the use of live ammunition during
crowd conirol.

Mr Kaggwa called upon all state
and non-state actors that have a role
in ensuring that human rights are re-
spected.
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