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Prof. Zaake, who was speaking at the
launch of organic Fertiplus fertilisers from the
Netherlands, observed that depending on the
results of the soil tests, a farmer can choose
the best fertilisers 1o restore the lost nutrients

He sad: "Organic fertlisers allow the soil

nutrients,”
He, however, cautioned that fertilisers

should not be applied to soil that has been
compacted because they will not be easily

absorbed.

The Minister for Agriculture, Animal
Industry and Fisheries, Vincent Ssempijja,
while officiating at the launch of Fertiplus
at Muganzi Lwazza in Katwe, 3 Kampala
suburb, said the fertiliser has come_at a
time, when the Government is striving to
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population growth rate of 3.0% to
avoid a catastrophe," Ssempijja
said. .
He reported that the
current fertiliser use in
Uganda is estimated at 2kg
per hectare per year of
applied nutrients compared
to nutrient depletion of
80kg per hectare per year.
“This is low compared

o

You are all invited

Africa 60kg/ha and the
Netherlands 600kg/ha of
annual fertiliser usage,” Ssempijja said.

To explain the poor usage of fertilisers,
farmers say they are costly.

“An acre requires 50kg of NPK fertiliser
if one is planting maize, at sh300,000,
this is above what we can afford,” Nathan
Birungi, a cereal farmer in Masaka, said.

However, Zaake said while the cost of
the fertilisers may be high, this money
is recovered because fertilisers increase
yields.

“Farmers who use fertilisers increase

yields by over 50%," he said.
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towards enhancing agricultural

productivity,” he said.
Prof. Mondo Kagonyera.

a former chancellor of
Makerere University and
a farmer, said: “With the
use of fertilisers, we are
hopeful that we shall
be able to put more
food on the table.”
Parliament recently
passed the Bio-

technology and Bio-
safety Act, with an

to other countries. Rwanda v 3
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can Improve food security regulations to improve
food production.

However, the Netherlands representative,
Peace Quadt, said even if countries

adopt genetically modified seeds, which
are believed to give higher yields than
indigenous ones, without working on the
soils, all the efforts will be wasted.

Stephen Byantwale Tibeijuka, the acting
commissioner of crop protection in the
agriculture ministry, revealed that the new
fertiliser was evaluated and registered
with Agricultural Chemicals Board
according to the Agricultural Chemicals

Control Act 2006.
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