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asaka RDC Joe Walusimbi (in blue checked shirt), Masaka DPC Henry Kintu (2nd right), and other officials Inspect a forest reserve In Masak
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Masaka farmers, charcoal =
burners destroy forests

lllegality. The forest cover in Masaka
District has been degraded by loggers,
charcoal burners and farmers.

BY BY ALl MAMBULE
& AL-MAHDI SSENKABIRWA
editorial @ug nationmedia com

MASAKA. When Caesar Ntale, a

pineapple grower in Buwunga Sub-
county, Masaka District realised the
need for more land to expand his
pineapple business, he sent brokers
toidentify more land in neighbouring
villages for hire, where they found 20
acres of what they thought was free
land at Bwami village.

Mr Ntale together with his other
colleagues, approached the village

to a village meeting convened.

by Masaka Resident District
Commissioner (RDC), Joe Walusimbi
recently. Also in attendance was area
district police commander Henry
Kintu and officials from Masaka
District forestry department,
National Forestry Authority (NFA)
and Buganda Kingdom.

“] gave money to the LCl1
chairperson who gave me permission
to start work and I was supposed to
clear the balance of Sh3.6m after
surveying the land to confirm the
boundaries,” Mr Ntale told the
meeting,

The 4,000-acre-forest land in
question belongs to NFA and is part
of Jubiya Forest Reserve.

When contacted, Mr Kagenda
dec!inegl to comment about his

chairperson, Mr Noordin K d
who reportedly claimed ownership.
They hired it from him at Shs8m for
a period of five years.

“T paid Shs4.4m in cash before my
boys could start clearing the land
but they were stopped by a group of
residents who called the police that
arrested them,” Mr Ntale narrated

invols t in parcelling out
forestland.

“Who is this? I don’t know you,”
Mr Kagenda responded when our
reporters contacted him before

ing up. :

These are just a few cases of the
many people who have encroached
on forest reserves along Lake Victoria

Expectant mothersin fear

MASAKA Masaka Hospital is
overwhelmed by the influx of expectant
mathers, amid shortage of midwives.
raising concem that it could fuel matemal

shores in Bukakkata Sub-county to ~ mommmmmm  mortality. Dr Senyondo Genzaga, the
carry out various activities, mostly ISSUES head of the gynecology and cbstetrics
cultivation of crops. department, stresses that the hospital
Mr Evans Katushaba, the area .| hescnly 20 midwives llccated to the
forest supervisor, stunned the Theforest m: department arz not encugh to effectively
meeting when he said he was not 5":’2‘.?;?3-"3“ handle the large number of mothers
aware of encroachers on the forest . "= | registered at the facility. He also revealed
reserve. 30percentofthe | that high influx of expectant mothers has
“l am not aware that the local g::l% | plled pressure on shortage of space for
leaders here had hired that forest 5% =iy | post-celivery mothers. [Moses Muwulya)
res:r:l'e to piﬁeagple growers since “mg"'? IRl
nobody consulted me over the same ing and as
issue,” Mr Katushaba said. e e Road users appeal to Unra
But the Masaka District Internal  land for growing Lu .
Security Officer, Mr Andrew Kandiho, ~ pine2pplesand UWEERO.Road users in Luweero
rejected Mr Katushaba’s claim, cabbages. District have appealed tothe Uganda
blaming him for the encroachment E } Roads Authority (Unra) to
on the forest land. g have also replace vandalised road signs on the
He said: It’s his responsibility cleared chunks -Kampala-Gulu highway. The drivers and
to know since he is the area forest ~ of forestlandto beda beda riders, while attending a road
supervisor” : 3 create space for user sensitisation meeting organised
Both Mr Katushaba and Mr'Ntale  Costructionof by Unra together with the traffic police
were arrested on RDC's orders. In Luweera l2st week, claimed that
“We cannot leave either of them the absence of road signs encourages
(Katushabe and Ntale) behind road abuse hence cause accidents. Ms
because there is enough evidence Sarah Namuhukire. a Unra official, said
* to prove that they have massively they are in the process of replacing all
encroached on the forest reserves,” the vandalised road signs but called for
vigilance among the users.
conminuesTopaceto | [Dan Wandera)
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m - Kandiho said. o
Mug"lzl.lv:liusimhi said s|m{lar
operations aimed at saving
the remaining forests will he
conducted in other parts of the
district to eviet all encrogchem,_

“Pineapple growing s
everywhere on peop!e’; I]ps and
that it is the major activity that
is being carried out by those_ who |
destroy those forests,” he said, |

1 am it aware

Mr Ntale denied knowing
that "'"l loca| encroaching on the forest Jand to |
teaders hefe lant pineapples,

i e T_h.a:, ’ “We approached people who ||
|I\Ii1l‘.n ir I,.r,.,.:.,- claimed to be land owners ang I
since nobady later verified from area local
consulted meover  leadars Whether the Jand e want |
the same ssije,” belongs to that person. It was the |
EANSKATUSHABR, g2 procedure that I followed ¢ ,
AREA FOResT get into the land at Bya; Village |
SUPERVISOR,

which [[atey learnt that j¢ belongs
to NFA,” Mr Nitale said.

Mr Walusimpb; asked loca
leaders to degist from giving away .
forest Jang for their own selfish |
interests, |

“Whoever tlaims to have |
bought part of the forest land
should ask for a refund now |
because we g7 soon destro}n‘ng |
all what they haye put up,” My
Wa]usimbistressed.
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