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BETWEEN THE LINES:

B UNFPA has supported
Kanungu te combat teenage
Pregnancies through population
dynamics, family planning and
maternal health; gender and
domestic violence, as well as
reproductive health,

Poverty was a leading facior
responsible for teenage pregnancy
as parents forced their ehildren inio
carly marmage w0 gain wealih,

"I have worked in Kanungu
for over 20 years and some years
hack, we had the highest rates of
ICCNARE pregiancy. Statistics given
then indicated that the number had
Shot up 10 600 s every year,” D
Stephen Sebudde, the district health
oflicer (DHO), says

Joyee Mangyen, a resident of
Kinaba sub-county, disclosed that
mast young pirls who got pregnant
did not go w healih facilines because
sovtety discriminates against them.

She explained that there were no
reproductive healih services geared
atadolescents. Some lacked money
to go 10 health facilines and feared 10
ask for it from their parents,

UNFPA Intervenes

However, the tide on this worrying
situanon started to change in

2002, when the United Nauons
Population Fund (UNFPA) introduced
a programme designed 1o reduce
teenage pregnanaies in the district.
The programme supported the
district, family planning/maternal
health, gender and domestic violence
and reproductive health.

The programme invalved training
midwives in the distnct. The first
batch of midwives were trained and
since then, the number has risen 10
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Mirla
Nuwabline, 25,
UNFPA
Increased
awareness
among young
girls, we

now know

the value of safe dellvery In
health facilities, which was not
the case in the pas! because
healthworkers never cared about
us like they do now,

over 70. These are serving in various
health facilines in the district.

UNFPA has built capacity in the
communities to respond 1o the
maternal and child health challenges
through community structures.

“We are proud 1o have UNFPA as a
development partner in health service
delivery in our units. It has helped
us in capacity-building training
midwives, who are employed in our
health unis.

“We had a general challenge
of teenage pregnancy before, but
when UNFPA came on board, the
percentage reduced because of
increased awareness, youth comers in
health centres, where young people
are given health educauon and taught

. v
A nurse sttending to a teenage mother at Kanungu heath centre

Prisclller
Aslimwe, 20
Currently, there
are nol many
young glirls
getting pregnant
In our villages
as it was years
aqgo. We belleve
If the UNFPA
rogramme
:mllilnu”l things will be better.

family planning methods, Following
these interventions, the number 9[
teenage pregnancy has reduced,
Moses Kinene, the Kanungu Heallh
Centre IV clinical officer, says.

According to Sebudde, under the
programme, the disirict was given
motorcycles for health centre IS,
particularly hard to-reach areas
provided ambulances. The office of
the DHO was given a double cabln
pick-up wruck that strengthened thelr
referral system.

Kanungu has also recelved
emergency contraceplives and the
referral system Is efficient because
there is easy access 10 ransport.

‘The number of women delivering
at health centres, that stood at 30%,
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babies
shot up 1o 55% and 96% lll-nw

because mothers come 10

facilitles.
l-mjilnlcnnml coverage Is 80% and the

atal visit, which was a.blg
Slillllljni:ﬂlpnnud at 20%, Increased
10 500, I’bsmm} nlucr:gﬁl':‘ce was
% and now |t s aroun )
::ullfunlsnllun has Impn?vr.d l:) :r‘::l o
and Tamlly plggnéng has imp )
o 1o 60%. .
m!}%jl?]lg: pregnancy has l!rﬂhlio:llly
reduced 1o 200 from 600. This
reduction has been almbutcd!
{0 awareness campalgns, l’nmll y
planning and community meclings.
sebudde asked the leaders (©
embrace lhe UNEPA support and
malntain the gains so far.
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/mpaiqﬂ cur bS

natal -
Antenata Vit
Whet 4 pregnang aln), 1y
dentifled In s eappy, "
her name |g *ilaray 'Hulrlu e
system that rocqpg, dn? "y
ask whethar sha 0 "'11.‘
or ANY POFION fpyy hn,""""
Can ACCPSs Aphopa, My,
They send a maa,
remind her of tha
day. Il there |5 any n
development, sha iy, |
messaqe lo alert her nt
The 2016/17 stapy,,
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assimilation of Info !
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community and gad,,““w
the knowledge gap 4
qirls have been ency,,, hn
to delay sex or hays "1™
protected sex ang kenp |
school. Those who "*'"-‘n n
oul of school haye hﬂnnu"'l
encouraged to kick p,
out of thelr homes,
Jackson Saturday, 4,
district population officn
and UNFPA district ¢ "
ordinatar, sald on the
of early marrlages, !hg‘,n""
finalising the ordinane, 21
district to ask churr_h“:
to wed any girl beloy tha of
of 17. He sald they hay, | *0e
got sponsorship for girls tso
Join university, 9
“Glrls should keep |,
school until they finjsp,
educatlon. That way, they
wlll have better hush.armS
wha are rich. To the pyr,
when you keep your girls | S,
school, you wlll earp bﬂle:
bride price and one day the;
daughters will be holding py"
positions In the counry
Saturday sald. !
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Iam glad | was tralned. We hy,,
used the sklills to reduce teenay
pregnancies and other heajtp ¢
challenges In our warkplaces,

Winnle Amanya

We have glven young girls healty
talks and some of them have
listened, complied, while some
have not, but we will continye
sensitising them. | wish more
funding could be availed to
Increase the number of midwiyeg

Immaculate Musimenta

We vislt schools and do
outreaches to Identify pregnant
glrls. When we get pregnant
teenagers, we care for them (ke
any other pregnant mother,

Scanned with CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

