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According to a survey, T.6% of women in Uganda are living with HIV compared to 4.7% of men
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Is gender inequality
driving HIV spread?
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“If a woman loves you, they
will sleep with you regardless
of your status,” he says.
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females than males.

Why the disparity

The  reasons  behind  this
disparity arc complex, but
largely boil down to different
forms of gender Incquality.
This includes the ongoing
adherence 1o traditional male
gender roles in which men are
expected to be dominant.

It is perhaps telling, for
example, that young women in
Uganda who have experienced
domestic violence by a partncr
are 50% more likely to have
acquired HIV than women who
have not.

Robent Wyrod, an associate
professor at the University of
Colorado, who spent 10 years
in Uganda doing research
and authored the book, AIDS
and Masculinity in the African
City, explains that traditional
relationship  dynamics ~ also
contribute to these inequalities.

“There is a sense that
younger women are drawn (o
relationships with older men
who can provide suppor...
and those older men are much
more likely to be HIV-positive,”
he says.

“It becomes a vicious cycle
of economic inequality plus
gender inequality”.

Wyrod continues that women
can also remain at risk even
once they are married.
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WHAT IS
TOXIC?

| Fearing shame, stigma
and discrimination, or
losing Jobs

m Domestic violence
makes female victims
prone to HIV

| Economic Inequality
which draws younger
women to old men who
are exposed to HIV
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The situation has been vasil
improved since then, he s, y
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treatment  available ang the
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But there is still a long w,
to go. Most men continue 1
keep silent about their positjye
stats, while young womey,
remain disproponionmely
affected in an environment of
toxic masculinities. Althoyg,
Bendaki’s initiative is labelleg
a “men's group”, it is mostly
made up of women.
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