
Wy ) 

Nalional News 

The student got. 19 
poinks, one point loss 
than the maximum 
UAGE exam scoro, 

BYAMBROSE MUSASIZ| 

ol I Katnpali Metopolitan 
e fvestgating st 
s tnden whiehi i 20y ol sty 
dent weas found dead i et e 

toom shontly after the release of (e 
Ui Advanced Cetficate of e 
Hon tesuls et Fri o 

Astatement shired by Kl et 
ropolitan Police with this publication 
sald fnvestigations o) icked off. 
“Preliminary ohservations revealed 

ofsuspected suicide has since been ey 
stered al Wakiso Police Station, and in 
auiries ane ongoing b ascertain the full 
aircumstances surrounding (e inct 
e, the statement read in part. 
Pieliminary information received by 

the Offlcerin Chage Operations Waki 
so indicates that Genevieve Juliana 
Mutgaba,aresident of Kavumba Villge, 
allegrdly ook her own life e report 
edlly becoming distressed pon receiv 
Ingher ALevel examination results, 
“Hhe police said family members not 

ed that the deceased isolated herselfin 
her room for several hours, Their con 
cem prompled them to forcefully open 
thedoor,where they fotnd her hangin; 
from the door frame usinga searf She 
wastushed (05t oseph's Hospital Wi 
£0,where she was pronounced dead on 
anival 
Acaseof suspected sulcide has since 

heen registered al Wakiso Police St 
ton, 
Alhough the cause of the death has 

not been established, residents of 
Kalwanga Village in Kyotera bistrict, 
where she was buricd,alleged that the 
studentmay have taken her own et 
ter she missed the perfect 20 score by 
Just one point 
‘e Uganda National Examiinations 

Board (Uneb) released the 2025 Ugan 
da Advanced Certificate of Education 
(UACE) exams results last Friday. bt 
for 20 “mnvlnl Genevieve Juliana Mut 
yaba, the s was inbearable as she 
allegedly died by suicide at her family 
home in Nansana, Wakiso District 
‘The body of the former student of 
Mengo Secondary School in Kanpala, 
was later taken for burial on Sunday at 
Ther ancestral home in Kalwanga Village 
inKalisizo Sub-county Kyotera District 
Mourners who turied up o pay their 

last respects ta Genevieve described 
Nt as bright, disciplined, and ambi 
tiows. Bt the tragedy has sent shock 
waves through her community and 
raised questions about the pressures 
facing Ugandats youth in the education 
system 
Her father, Mr Robert Mutyaba, also 

the head of the Jaity at Nansana Catho 
Jie Church, spoke of the family's heart 
Drealk "1 was shocked when 1 found my 
daughter hanging, he: 
Mr Mutyaba added: “Genevieve 

has always been among the bright- 

Gonoviove ulian Mutyab during 
hor happy daya, PHOTO/COURTE 57 

estind imost diseiplined sturents She 
dreamed ofbecoming:a grvat engin 
and an acadenic | 

notlived o see 
e lamented 
e neighbonrs and telatives spoke 

of Genevieve's passionate drean to 
pursue an Engineering course at Mak 
ervre University one of Uganidas imost 

iousinstiutions, 
“Those who kiew her said she had ol 

ways excelled and believed that eting 
themaximum points would seciire il 
mission 
But the single point sip reportediy 

pained Genevieve, who reportedly be 
camewithdren and deeply distressed. 
Residents said she struggled to cope 

with remarks from some colleaguies 
whorepeatedly tannted her on how she 
had scored 19 instead of the perfect 20 
poits, 
“she was known (0 be anong the 

brightest students,”one female neigh 
bour said on Monday 
‘Sheadded: “Many people believed she 
wouldscore 20 points,but when the re- 
sults were released, some of her friends 
Keptacking what had happened Those 
comments appear to have veeighed 
heavilyonher” 
AUGenevieve's funeral, some experts 

who converged hoped that increased 
dialogue about mental health, coping 
strategies could bring an improved sity- 
ation when it comes to suicide. 
Dr Amina Kato,a clinical 

CABES OF BUICIDE 

Tha 2024 Ugandda Danographic 
il Maalth Survey (UDHS) roport 
shows Ugandacordod 272,271 
casen of uicidal thoughts, with 
30,606 of tha cases involving 
ohildron agort 10-14, el nothar 
36,615 casos in those agad 15 21, 
whila 34,607 wore from young 
i 4 yonrs. 
Thosa figures hightight a hiddon 
erisls among Uganda's youthy in- 
cluding loarnars, facing unima- 
winabla prossura and omotional 
strugglo. 

where students can openly talk about 

Police probe death of girl, 
after UACE results release 

it truted il cant 
gy 

She hightighted the importance of 
peer suppurt programmes,connseling 
wervices and mental | n 
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Tl ot o e parents” 
This 5 e second vietin of suicide 
b barien i the sanye disrict this 
month Farly this month, 14 ear old 
Frimary Five pupil fohy Terey Kisek 
b, b recently e ¥olofo funy 
o Sl i Wakisn Ditrie. a8 ol 
Danging in a dormiitory e s bur 
ek o iz Vil s (- five il 
et funn Kaanga 
Mt Bk Mo, el 1 iy K 
0 Villae s W ot p g atlintion 

v ery S of despiair 
e comminity has o e & 
100 st e sl o ut e 
It 8l of s Silence ard dishelief only 
make it oree 
MMz vords g e in e air 

aterminder that wareniess st enunigh, 
st b conpled with i 

Exportswalghin 
Payehologists and edueators s 

ademic pressure is one of the leading 
canses of suicide among students in 
Ugganda D Miriam Kyomugisha, a clin 

cal psychologist in Kampaly, explained 
hat several students face overwhe i 
ingexpectations fom parents teachers, 
and peers 

i some students, failure — even by 

asingle point-—can feel like the end of 
thewrld. They fear shame, disappoint 
ment,or theloss of future opportunitie 
and without proer suppor, 
sure can become unbearabl 

The situation in Uganda reflects a wor 

rying trend. In 2021, 19 year old bay 
from Wakiso District reportedly ended 
his life after filing to secure admission 
to his preferred university programme 
despite hisexcellent results. 
1n 2020, a student in Gulu District 

committed suicide after being 
repeatedlly bulled by peers for scoring 
Tower than expected in his Alevel 
exams 
These tragedies underscore how aca 

demiestress,combined with social ind 
family pressure,can push vulnerable 
students toward desperate acts 
Beyond exam pressure, other foctort 

contribute o student suicides. Ment: 
health challenges, family conflic 
financial dif Y ing,an 
societal stigma around filure- ol pla 
Arole. 
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