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The student gol 19
poinks, one point less
Lhait Lhe maximum
UAGE exam score,

BY AMBROSE MUSASIZI

ol b Kl Metopalitan ar
e Tvestiationg st
estnder which o s year ol et
el was Fovmnal dewil i by b
toun shortly after the yelense of (he

iganidin Addvanced Cert e ate of Piline s

Hheom pesuibta bst Friclay

Astaterment shared by lampala Met
ropolitan Police with this publication
sl fravestigation i D bbb of1

“Preliminary obeervations revealed

lgantuare pvarbes sonined U neck and o

Visille signs of physical nssanlt. A ease

afsuspected suicide has since heen peg:

Isteredd ot Wakiso Police Station, and n

Gl ane ongoing o ascertain e full

circumstances surrounding (e inei-

dent S the staterment read in part.

Preliminary information rweeeived by
the OfMecer-in Charge Operations Waki-
so indicates thal Genevieve Juliana
Mutyaba,aresident of Kayomba Village,
allegedly took her own Life after report
edly becoming distressed pon receiy
Ing her A Level examination resulis

The police sald Gamily members not
ed thal the deceased isulated hersell in
her room for several howrs, Their con
ceim prompled them to forcefully open
the door,where they found ber hinging
Trom the door frame using a scarf, She
was nushed to SEIoseph's Hospital Wali
o, where she was pronounced dead on
arrival,

A case of suspected suicide has since
heen registered al Wakiso Police Sta-
{hon,

Although the cause of the death has
not been established, resldents of
Kalwanga Village in Kyolera Districl,
where she was uried, alleged Uhal the
student may have taken herown life af:
ter she missed the perfect 20 score by
Just one point,

The Uganda National Exaninations
Board (Uneb) released the 2025 Upan
da Advanced Certificate of Education
(UACE) exams resulls Iast Friday. but
for 20 er-nhl Genevieve Juliana Mut-
yaba, the iniss was unbearable as she
allegedly died by suicide at her family
home in Nansana, Wakiso District,

The budy of the former student of
Mengo Secondary School in Kampala,
was later taken for burial on Sunday at
her ancestral home in Kalwanga Village
in Kalisizo Sub-county, Kyolera District,

Mourners who turned up o pay their
last respects to Genevieve described
lier as bright, disciplined, and ambi
tious. But the tragedy has sent shock
waves through her community and

taised guestions about the pressures
Tacing Ugandas youth in the education
system

Her father, M Robert Mutyaba, also
the head of the laity at Nansana Catho-
lic Chrch, spoke of the family's heart:
break "1 was shocked when | found my
daughter hanging, he uﬂ'

Mr Mutyaba added: “Genevieve

has always been among the bright-

Goneviove Juliana Milyaba during
har happy days. PHOTO@OURTE Sy

estand most disciplined stodents She
dreamed of becoming a great englnees
aned o academic, P really sa it
she T nob lived o see Loy dieams il
(e he lamented

"The neighbours and relatives spoke
ol Genevieve's passionate dream to

pursue an Engineering conrse at Mak

erere University, one of Uganda's most
prestigions institutions.

Those who knew her said she had ol
warys excelled and believed that getting
the masimum points would secore o
mission,

Bt the single point slip weportedly
pained Genevieve, who reportedly be
came withdawn and deeply distressed,

Residents said she struggled to cope
with remarks from some colleagues
who repeatedly taomted her on how she
D scored 19 instead of the perfect 20
points.

“She was known to be among the
brightest students,” one female neigh-
Bour saitd on Monday

She added:“Many people believed she
wonld score 20 points, but when the re-
silts were released some of her frienids
ket asking what had happened. Those
comments appear o have weighed
heavily on her”

AL Genevieve's funeral, some experts
who converged hoped that inereased
dialogue about mental health, coping
strategies could bring an improved situ-
ation when it comes to suicide.

Dr Amina Kato,a clinical u{;‘hﬂ.ups'l. where students can openly talk about
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CARESR OF BUICIDE

Tha 2024 Uganda Damagraphic
and Haalth Survey (UDHS) report
ahows Uganda raeorded 272,271
caaes of auicklal thoughta, with
AD.656 of the cases involving
ehilddeon agad 1014, aned aneothar
26,600 casas n those aged 15 21,
vihila 34,697 wore from young
aclults agod 20-24 yoars.

Thasa figures highlight a hiddan
crisis among Uganda's youth, in-
cluding loarnars, facing unima-
ginabla prassure and emotional
struggle,

Police probe death of girl,
after UACE results release

conversation with a trusted adult can
prevent a lmpedy”
Sle liehlighted the i‘..,....r:-m-olnf
pesr suppurt prograiines, conselling
sepyices, and mental health edue ation
ants 1 seek
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This is the oo yietio of suicide
bes b Dotariee] inn the enpp dlisteicd this
month. Farky this wmenth, 14 year-old
Pritmary Five popil toh Terry Kisek
T who bk pecently joined Koodolo R
T School ing Wakiso Distriet v as fonied
han i o dormitory 1o was bur
Toeel st Moz Villape, Doss Uy five kilo
toetees Frorm Kalwanga

M Macon Mujozh an el r i Kalus n
et Vil saiedWe mist g stftion
1o every student, pvery s of despair
he commmiinity has b o together,
1O st e se bl gt just fhe parents,
bt ol of 140 Silence anel dishelief omly
ke it woree

MM s words lingered in e air
arermineder that swareness st enompgh,
Tt st be conpled with action

Exports walghin

Paychologista and edueators say ar
atlemie pressure is one of the leading
canses of suicide among students in
Uganda. Dr Miriam Kyomugisha, a clin
ieal peychologist in Karmpala, eeplained
that several students face cverwheln
ingexpectations from parents, feae hers
and peers

“For some students, failure —ever by
asingle point-—can feel like the end of
the wirld They fear shame, disappoint
ment,or the loss of futire opportunities
and without proper support, the pres
sure can become unbearable *

The situation in Ugandareflects a wor
rying trend. In 20213 19-year-old boy
from Wakiso District reportedly ended
his life after failing to secure admission
to his preferred university programme
despite his excellent results

In 2020, a student in Gulu District
committed suicide after being
repeatedly bullied by peers for scoring
lower than expected in his A-leve
exama

These tragedies underscore how aca
demie stress, combined with social and
Farnily pressre, can push vulnerable
students toward desperate acts

Beyond exam pressure, other factor
contribute to student suicides. Ment:
health challenges, family conflic
financial difficulties, cyberbullying, an
societal stigma around failure - all pla
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