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Survivors say they con- 
tinue to live in fear, es- 
pecially during the rainy 
season, as parts of the 
land keeps breaking off, 
leaving visible cracks in 

the soil. 

BY FRED WAMBEDE 
& ANDREW WABUSHENDA 

ixteen years aftera deadly 
Jide struck Nametsi Pari 

Bundesi Sub-county, Bududa Dis 
trict, survivors and families who 

Jost loved ones are still battling pain 
ful memories. Many continue tolive in 
Jandslide-prone areas with limited ac- 
cesstoessential services. 

= Every March 1, people from Budu- 
da and surrounding areas gather at 
Nametsi to commemorate the more 
than320 people who dicd and the hun- 
dredsdisplaced by the2010landlide. 
A symbolic tombstone and a large 
crosshave been erecteat thesite signi- 
fyingits sacredness, especially for fami- 
Tieswholostloved ones. 
When Daily Monitor visited the site 

Iastweek locals had trekked from their 
homes to pray for the souls of the de- 
partedand seckblessings 

Mr Hosea Wakwoba, who lost three 
~~ children and his wifein the tragedy, as 

well as his brother, his brother's wife 
andtheirsixchildren, saysthepainand 
‘memories have never faded. 
~On Monday morning, March 1, 2010, 

there waslight rain when a neighbour 
= came calling me, urging me to repent 

and get saved. I replicd, ‘Get saved? 
Which person have Iilled? Shortly af- 
ter that conversation, I heard a loud, 
thunderous sound, and the sail tarted 
sliding down the slope. The 
‘mud covered myhouse. 1 
managed toroll away 
and survived, even all 

Nameltsi landslide survivors 

living in limho, 16 yea 

onos who diod in tho Namotsi landslido in Bududa District in 2010, PHOTO/FRED WAMBEDE 
ing.onditions. Many havesince ettled 
again in their ancestral homes despite 

therisks. 
We continue tolive under tough con- 
ons, including poor transport net- 

works. Children struggle to access ed- 
ucation du to a lack of schools and 
health services; hesays. 

Residents are now urging the 
‘government to reopen the two 
schools that were closed after 

though my house the landslide and to re-estab- 
wasburipdand my lish a health centre that was 
wifeand three chil- FAMILIES iedunderthe mud. 
dren did not sur- However, survivors say they e hesays AN continueto v in fear, espe: 
After the trage- IN2013 cially during the rainy season, 

dy, Mr Wakwoba was as parts oftheland keeps breaking 
among the survivors se- off leavingvisible cracksin thesoil. 
lected for resettlement in Kiryan- 5 
dongoDistrict, but he declined. Kiryandongofiasco 

“I refused t0 go to Kiryandongobe-  Grace Nakaasela, one of the survivors 
cause| feared how I would surviveina  who wasrelocated to Kiryandongo Dis- 
new area, especially since myarmwas trict, says she spent 10 years there be- 
injured duringthe landlide. Soldecid-  fore deciding to return because of the 
edtoremainherein Nametsi; hesays. 
Mr Wakwoba says the area has re- 

‘mained largely isolated since the 2010 
landslide, which destroyed Nametsi 
Health Centre Illand Jed tothe closure 
of schools such as Tunatsi and Nametsi 

= primaryschools 
Following the disaster, the govern- 

ment closed the two schools and de- 
the area unsafe for settlement. 

“In this situation, we wait for our chil- 
drentoreach 12 yearsand abovesothat 
they can manage to walk long distanc- 
estoaccess education. Mothersarealso 
carriedonstretcherstoaccess antenatal 
care”headds. 
Mr Fred Wanangutu, another land- 

~ slide survivor, who also lost family 
" members inthe disaster,recallsthe day 

asamorningofnightmares. 
“Everyone carried their own loved 

ones for burial because nearly every 
‘household had lost someone. personal- 
Iyburied six family members out of the 
eightinmyhome,”hesays. 
Mr Wanangutu adds that some sur- 

vivors who were relocated to Kiry: 

‘harshlivingconditions. 
After the disaster, the government re- 
Tocated 580 families, comprising more 
than3,000 people, to Kiryandongo Dis- 
trict. Each household was allocated 2.5 
acres of land for resettlement. Howev- 
er,somefamilieshavesincereturned to 
‘Nametsi despite government warnings 
aboutrecurringlandslidesandthehigh 
riskinthearea. 

Ms Nakaasela says the government 
should instead secure land within 

Bududa District where survivors can 
permanently resettle and rebuild their 
lives 
‘They argue that relocating them to 

distant areas has ot worked, asmany 
families have gradually returned to 
theirancestral homes despite he rsks. 
“The government relocated us well 

to Kiryandongo. When we reached 

there, they supported us for the firstsix 
‘months and allocated each family 2.5 
acresofland. Butafterthat, the support 
stopped,"shesays. x 
'MsNakaaselaexplainsthat cropyields 
in Kiryandongo and Bulambuli dis- 
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“In Bududa, we are used to growing 
beans, tomatoes, cabbage and onions, 
which we sell to pay school fees for our 

children. But in Kiryandongo and Bu- 
Jambuli the harvestis poor because of 
toomuch sunshine and harsh weather 
conditions shesays. 

Mr Wilson Watila, a former Bududa 
District chairperson, says the govern- 
‘ment’s relocation programme has not 
fully succeeded due to inadequate con- 
sultation withaffected communities. 

‘The government has been resettling 
households at high risk of landslides 

RELEASED FUNDS 

Last December, the Finance 
ministry released Shs50 billion 
tothe Office of the Prime 
Minister. 

compensating survivors, with 
each expected toreceive Shs10 
million to build their own houses. 
However, neither the land 
purchasenor the compensation 
hasyetboenimplemented. 

in the Elgon Sub-region to Bunambu- 
tye Sub-county in Bulambuli District, 
‘where it acquired about 2,800 acres of 
landin2013. 
Nearly 300 families, comprising more 

than 5,000 people, were resettled in the 
first phases and allocated constructed 
houses and twoacres o land. However, 
leaders say the process has beenslow. 

“The relocation programme has not 
‘worked as expected because there has 
never been enough consultation to un- 
derstand what the comimon person pre- 
fersasanaltemnative,” Mr Watilasays. 
“The government decisions are often 
madewithout fully engagingthe people 
theyare meanttobenefit” headds. 

Long-term policy 
He notes that most resettlement ef- 

forts have been handled as e 
cy responses rather than through a 
wellstructured, long term policy. 
*“The government interventions have 

for disaster resettlement,” he explains. 
Mr Watila reveals that leaders pre- 

‘viously proposed constructing hous- 
es near urban centres within the re- 

s later 
mountainous areas (o relocate (o safer 
places while still accessing their farm 
land during the day: 
Commemorationplan 
During the commemoration, leaders 

pledged o begin constricting a chiurch 
atthe Nametsi landslide site. 

The church is intended to serve as 

a permanent place of remembrance 

‘where the community can gather an, 
‘nually to honour the victims as 
await the government's promised mor 
ument. 
MrStephen Wabuisani, the Member of 

Parliament-elect for Bushigai Constity, 

ency, says thereis a strong need o pre. 
Serve thesiteasamemorial groun 

‘He called on leaders to work together 

toensureamonument is constructed. 

“There is also a need to promote e« 

cationin thisarea. Itis painful that ' 
drenviaituntil they are 12 /2ars 
010 school because the nearest schoc 
isfaraway” Mr Wabusani s, 
Mr Geoffrey Natubu Wafukhulu, the 

L3 chairpersontelect for Bududa, a7 
restoring essential services in the are, 

will require consultations to deterrmire. 
‘whether Nametsi is safe for settlemer 

Hesuggeststhatif thesite s considere 
toorisky, schools should ms\(.wJ be con- 
structed in neighbouring parishes. 

“Ifwecannot haveaschool in Naret 
‘we can build one in a neighbouring. 
lage or parish to accommodate pupils 

Children cannot walk 10 kilometre: 
from Nametsi to access education, yet 
educationis key to transforming this ar 

ea” MrNatubusays. 
Healsosaysitis unfortunate thatscr 

survivors relocated to the Bunambty: 
resettlement camp two years a20 are 
stilllivingin makeshift tents. 

Fundingdilemma 
Last December, the Finance min 

released Shssobillion to the Officeof 
Prime Minister (OPM). Of this amou 
Shs10 billion was meant for purch. 
ingland and Shs40 billion for compe 
sating survivors, with each expectect 
receive Shs10million to build their 7, 
houses. However, neither the land p 
chase nor the compensation has 
beenim ted. 
Ms Annette Nandutu, the L3 chai 

person for Bulambuli District, ear] 
explained that when the governm: 
released funds to support the reset 
ment of landslide survivors, the OFy{ 
and the district were tasked vith iders 
tifying safe land for relocation instead 
of giving money directly to the affected 

le. peopl 
Shesaysifthe funds were handed over 

directly, some beneficiaries would mis- 
‘useit and retumntounsafe areas. 
‘Ms Nandutu adds that due to ongoing 
1and conflictsin Bulambuli Ditrict the 
government has allegedly secured land 
inFyeen District. 
“The first step s to allocate land, fol 
Towed by funds for house construction. 
Everythingisnow in the pipeline” ) 
Nandutu: says. 
However, she notes that the land se- 

cured in Kiween Districtis not enouzh 
toaccommodate all the affected people. 
“Those who have land disputes in B 

lambuli have been given timetoresolve 
their conflicts 5o that the remaining 
group of survivors can also bereseitled 
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